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PREFACE. 



It may bo that no explanation is necessary for tbia 
littlo volume. Yet, perhaps, it is proper to say that it is 
prepared for a narrower circle than the multitude of mis* 
ccllancous readers. 

It is more likely to iutcrcst the numerous desccndant& 
of its nubjcct, and the people of tlie locality where ho 
lived, than the general public. But wo shall be mistaken 
if there bo not among the latter some who will appreciate 
the merits of the exceptional character here outlined, and 
relish its fresh and original flavor. 

The poet Whittier thus writes of him : 

*' From all that I have read, and from the traditions of 
the valley of tho Mcrrimac, I have been accustomed to 
regard llobert Piko as one of the wisest and worthiest of 
tho early settlers of that region 

*'IIo was by all odds tho most remarkable personage 
of tho place and time. .... 

I' I shall look with interest for thy book. I have al< 
ways had an admiration for tho subject of it, and in my 
story [Leaves from Margaret Smithes Journal] I endeav- 
ored to do justice to him.** 
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CHAPTER L 

ROBKRT PIKK.— 8UM&IARY OF BIS UFE AKD CHARACTER. 

Robert Pike, of Salisbury, Massachusctta, was born i|i 
England some time before the 1 7th of March, in the year 
1616, and died in Salisbury, December 12th, 1706, in the 
91st year of his age. 

So far as we have been able to discover, all private rec- 
ords and recollections of our subject have passed into ob- 
livion with the lapse of years. The only knowledge re- 
specting him that remains to us is derived from occasional 
facts and references to be met with in published history, 
from such of his letters as have been preserved in the ar- 
chives of Massachusetts and from the unpublished records 
of his time. From these sources we have endeavored to 
construct a narrative of the principal facts of his life. 
More can hardly be expected in regard to a person who ; 
lived two hundred years ago, who has, up to the present 
time, been without a biographer, and of whom, so far as 
wo know, no person, friend or foe, has preserved a single 
private memorial. 

Robert Pike was engaged in three conspicuous contro- 
versies during his life; and it is principally his part in 
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• 

these that lifts him above the generality of his contempo- 
raries, and challenges the attention of posterity, 
r The first was his arraignment, in 1653, by the Ghsneral 
Court (or Legislatare) of Massachusetts, for his hostile criti- 
cism on its action toward the Quakers. For this offence 
he was tried, convicted, fined, and disfranchised by that 
body. 

The second was his resistance, in 1075, to the dogmatic 
authority. of the clergy, in the person of his pastor, the 
weU-known John Wheelwright, and his excommunication 
therefor. 

The third was his opposition to the Sulcm witchcraft 
prosecutions of 1692, and his triumphant argument against 
them. 

The signiticant fact in all these cases is, that he was an 
eminently orthodox and conservative man, and prosecuted 
his opposition in each instance from a puritanic point of 
I ^iew. 

It does not appear that he entcrtaiued sentiments that 
could be deemed heretical by the Puritan clergy of the 
time, even in his defence of Quaker preaching, or his main- 
tenance of the more general doctrines of toleration and 
personal independence. lie simply held advanced views 
on "civil and ecclesiastical liberty" which fiually became 
dominant 

He did not affiliate with the radical school of Roger 

, Williams and Anne Ilutchinson ; and on the occasion of 

the contest between Winthrop and Mrs. Ilutchinson^s 

' friend. Sir Henry Vane, for Governor, he made the journey 

from Salisbury to Boston to cast his vote for the former. 

. Ue held the medium between the bigot on the one side 

and the truculent radical on the other. 

He opposed Wheelwright, and the arbitrary devices of 
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Lis charch polity, to tho extent of incorring ezcommuni- 
cation. But bo enforced his rcadmittance to the church 
through the soundness of iiis opinions, and ivithout re- 
tracting his judgments or receding from his positions. 

When the Legittlature disfranchised him for his condem- 
nation of their conduct, he did not take the attitude of a 
maityr and depart out of the jurisdiction, but stood bis 
ground till public opinion forced a revocation of bis sen- 
tence. 

It is to be remarked that in all his controversies Rob- 
ert Pike stood almost alone. IIo at first represented no 
party, but only individual independence. lie held his ad- 
vanced views in opposition to a society with which ho 
sympathized, and whose general objects he earnestly aimed 
to promote. He did not dislike tho organization of that 
Fociety or its method of action. In nothing was he at va- 
riance with it, except its lack of intelligence and its want 
of toleration. lie was as anxious for its development on 
the line of its departure as any of its leaders. He did not 
wish to change its purposes or modify its principles. He 
opposed it merely to save it from the effects of its own 
errors. 

Notwithstanding the opinions held by Robert Pike, and 
the state of serai-hostility in which they placed him to- 
ward the ruling powers of tho community, his public ser- 
vices were always in demand, being intermitted only at 
short intervals during a period of nearly fifty years. He 
appears for the first time as member of the General Court* 

* The officers of government provided for by the Massachusetts 
charter were a governor, deputy governor, and court or board of eigh- 
teen assistants, though their actual number was seldom more than ten 
or twelve. These were the magistrates of tho colony, acting both as 
supreme Uw-makera and judges. The "Great and General Court** 
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in 1646| at the age of thirty-two ; the records show him 
on dntj in the Board of Assistants as late as 1696, forty- 
eight years afterward, and he had served in one branch or 
another of the govemment during u very large part of the 
whole intervening time. When a popular election of mag- 
istrates took place after the revolution of 1688 in England, 
and the deposition of Andros in Now England in the fol- 
lowing year, we find him returned near the head of the , 
poll; and when afterward the list of appoiutccs to fill 
the same ofUces was decided upon by the crown, llobcrt 
Pike's name is found among them, though the names of 
several of his conspicuous colleagues were omitted. Thus 
fully were his claims to regard recognized at once by the 
popular voice and the conservators of public authority. 
During the puritanic rule of New England in the scvcn- 



originalljr consisted of tlicso functionaries and tho whole body of 
freemen, meeting together once in three mouths. (By vote of tho 
General Ck>urt, in 1031, none were thereafter allowed to take tho 
'*frccman*a oath" but church members, and by 1070 the effect of 
this measure was to disfranchise a largo portion of the people.) Tho 
freemen were to have a voice in making or conflnning laws; but 
their numbers soon becoming unwieldly, tho magistrates ceased to 
submit laws to them, promulgating and administering them without 
their concurrence, and confining tho functions of the freemen practi- 
cally to the election of assistants when vacancies occurred. Theso 
usurpations occasioned a great popular ferment, and in 1034 tho 
freemen of tho eight towns then existing elected each three dcputiea 
to represent their grievances. Theso deputies, sustained by the pop- 
ular voice, soon compelled the magistrates, in violation of the char- 
ter, to rccognizo them and their successors (their number being after- 
ward reduced to two from each town) as a permanent representative 
bod?, and to consent to tho annual election of all ofliccrs. The nuig- 
istratos, however, retained all their judicial' powers, and tho right of 
A negative upon the action of the deputies. In 1036 s governor's 
oouncll was established, consisting of an indefinite number of men^ 
bers Appointed for life, but possessing no Independent authority. 
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teonth centary^it waa easy to be popular aad inflnential 
by Bupporting all tbo dogmas and opposing nono of the 
acts of tbe ruling powers. But it is something exceptional 
to find a man of mark faithfully adhering to the body 
with which his independent convictions associated him, 
who yet set his face like a fiint against some of its roost 
cherished views of practical duty. It was not a case of 
merely theoretical diversity, such as abounded in those 
days, but one where practical action was involved in the 
development of a new and experimental society. 

John Wheelwright denounced the early Puritan admin- 
istration of Massachu5(ctts in terms of violent opprobrium^ 
and insisted loudly upon his views of reform, and then, 
after long exile, came back and confessed his errors, and 
luimbly begged readinisHion to the circles he had spurned, 
lie received pardon for his offences on condition of chang- 
ing his ways and behaving properly in the future, and was 
thus restored to fellowship, after an experience which was 
at once a shock to his independence and a humiliation to 
his pride. 

lloger Williams, in his opposition to the Puritan idea 
and practice, lost caste and inlluence, and was forc^l out of 
the jurisdiction for contumacy. And yet it would appear 
that Roger Williams went no further in behalf of religious 
toleratioQ than did Robert Pike in the act for which he 
was tried, condemned, fined and disfmnchised. But Pike 
did not leave the jurisdiction, did not promise any reform 
in bis ways, his opinions or his methods, and did not allow 
himself to be driven from his post; and when the last 
crucial trial of his intelligence and his independence came, 
he was there to enter his protest against the headlong fa- 
naticism of the witchcraft proceedings. 

The diabolical energy of those prosecutions alTrighted 
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everybody into yielding support to them, or at least into 
studied silence respecting them. Mr. Upham, the author 
of the '^ History of the Salem Witchcraft," testifies that 
not a voice comes down to us of deliberate and effective 
hostility to the movement, except that of Robert Pike, in 
his cool, close, and powerful argumentative appeal to the 
judges who were trying the witchcraft cases. This heroic 
act seems to have been but one of several similar efforts 
by him to convince those jurists of the injustice of their 
course. - It stands out against the deep blackness of those 
proceedings, like a pillar of light upon a starless midnight 
sky. Confronting these judges stood this sturdy old man, 
his head whitened with the frosts of se\'enty-six winter^^ 
possessing a deeply religious character, and with convic- 
tions moulded into fixed and rigid forms by the views and 
practices of a lifetime. lie was hampered by his belief in 
the power of the devil and his imps, living in an invisible 
world close to our own, to vex and ruin the bodies as well 
as the souls of men ; accepting in full faith, like nearly all 
his contemporaries, the most literal interpretation of thoso 
passages of Scripture supposed to bear upon the subject. 
This old man, seeing a prosecution apparently devised by 
pious Christian men to destroy the devil and all his works, 
might well be expected not to bo willing to interfere with 
such a warfare upon the great enemy of souls. lie might 
have more readily taken the ground assumed by the ven- 
erable Higginson, one of the most eminent preachers of 
Massachusetts, that he *' was too old to understand the 
case,** and declined to express an opinion ; or of old Gov- 
ernor Bradstreet, who, though believed to be opposed to 
the prosecutions, did nothing to prevent them. Through 
all his pious surroundings, piercing through the mists and 
mysteries of the case, Robert Pike clearly saw the injustice 
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of the methods pursued, and endeavored to make the judges 
see it also. The judges might have told him, as they told 
Philip English, the richest and most active merchant of 
Salcro, when lie tried to persuade them to acquit hi& wife, 
that this showed he was a witch himself, and have arrested 
him on the charge, as English was arrested. But all such 
considerations, though prevailing with others, were discard- 
ed by him. Uc laid before the court his argument against 
the convictions, made not from the stand-point of our times, 
which would be a comparatively easy task, but from that 
of the judges and prosecutors themselves. lie demon- 
strated that there was no legal way of convicting a witch, 
even according to the laws and beliefs of those times. 

Mr. Uplmm, in his elaborate history already referred to, 
expresses his admiration of this argument, and notes also 
a sense of humor exhibited by its author in the taking of 
some of the witchcraft depositions, which, as Assistant, it 
became his duty to do. In the famous case of Susanna 
Martin, a number of the depositions were taken by Rob- 
ert Pike, and the same peculiarity is observable in some 
others. • 

Whether in the exercise of his office in the one ca^e, or 
in his notable letters and argument in the other, we cannot 
fail to be impressed with the same evidence of a mind 
apparently no more under the influence of the prevailing 
thought of the times than is the reader himself. Ue rises 
above the clouds of doubt and delusion that environ the 
subject, the witnesses, tho prosecutors, and the judges, as 
well as tho ministers like Cotton Mather, who urged on 
the proceedings by their counsel and their presence at the 
trials and executions. While others may have seen and 
felt as he did, of this we are certain, that no one but Rob- 
ert Pike rose to the demands of the situation, and pro- 
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claimed hU opposition by a fonnal and thorough exposi- 
tion. The great merit of thin position, so far as yet ap- 
pears, belongs solely to him, and no man in Now England 
of the seventeenth ecntury enjoys so lofty an honor as 
this. 

In private life ho soems. always to have been engaged in 
improving his fortunes ; and the gradual disposition of a 
large estate for those times, in the closing years of his life, 
among his heirs, shows that he lived and died in compara- 
tive affluence, ^e educrited one of his sons, the Rev. John 
Pike, of Dover, at Harvard College ; and he defrayed the 
expenses of a m<)dical education for his grandson, Robert 

Up to a very late period of his life, ho often appears as 
a guardian and director in the affairs of others. lie was 
one of the original proprietors of the island of Nuntunket, 
before its settlement, and had pecuniary interests there at 
the time of his decease. Thomas Macy, the first settler on] 
that island, went from Salisbury, and was one of the ob-l 
noxious men involved in the action of the Massacliusetts/ 
Legislature when it fined and disfranchised Major Pike. J 

In 1090, at the age of seventy-four, we find him defend- 
ing Colonel Benjamin Church, the renowned Indian fighter, 
from the censures cast upon his expedition into Maine in 
that year. Robert Pike was the commander-in-chief cast 
of the Merrim'ac, and Church acted under and obtained part 
of his military force from him. But Church failed to find 
the Indians at Sagadahock, the Kennebec, or elsewhere in 
the east, and ho was compelled to return without the usual 
trophies, which his great prowess had encouraged the public 
always to expect from his expeditions. IIo was received 
coldly, and made to feel severely the loss of his prestige 
and popularity. Church complains bitterly of this in his 
autobiography, and'gives a letter which he wrote to Robert 
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Fike, from whom be says be received a friendly and latia- 
factory answer, which he had lost It now appears that 
Pike also wrote a letter to Governor Hinkley, of Plymoath 
Colony, whoso troops wore under Churches command, do- 
fcnding Church, which has lately appeared in the publica* 
tion of the Uinklcy papers. 

It is evident that Robert Pike was a ready and copious 
writer ; but we have to lament the loss of most of his pro- 
ductions. Neither have wo any record of the speeches and 
arguments which we have reason to believe he was in the 
habit of making. In his controversy with the Legislature, 
it is reported of him that he declared himself ready to make 
good his charge that the majority of that body had violated 
their oaths and the principles of '* civil and ecclesiastical lib- 
erty." And, f roui his management of the witchcraft argu- 
ment, we may suppose that, whe.i called before tliat body, 
he did make the charge good in an effective manner. 

And so, also, in the case of John Wheelwright, his pas- 
tor, who excommunicated him from the Church, only to bo 
compelled to receive him back again. There was hero an 
opportunity for a freedom of speech agrccable to his tem- 
perament, of which we may suppose he availed himself* 
And, seeing the result, it is not difHcult to imagine that 
the distinguished controversialist who occupied the pulpit 
found his match in his truculent parishioner. 

To have been able to see and appreciate, so well as he 
did, at his epoch, the limitations of civil and religious au- 
thority ; to have measured so accurately the just claims of 
the citizen to individual freedom ; and, above all, to have 
been able to distinguish the claims of law and justice when 
beset by religious frenzy, and owayed by an overwhelming 
popular delusion, which bore along the highest names in 
its ghastly procession; these traits of his character oonsti- 
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tale A claim to distinction which we think will long be 
reoognisecL 

It is the fate of ordinary public men to fall into forgct- 
f olness with the lapse of time. They only escape oblivion 
who, from force of circumstances, associate their names and 
fame with views and principles of undying interest and im- 
portance, which command the notice and sympathy of ev- 
ery recurring generation. This fortune, we think, belongs 
to Robert Pike, and thus we believe his figure is one which 
is to emerge into yet (prcater distinctness with the progress 
of years. 
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CHAPTER IL 

SPIRIT OF TIIK TIMK. 

Wk shall do but faint justice to our subject if we fail to 
take into consideration the imperious claims of authority 
embodied in government that existed two hundred years 
HQOf even when springing from quasi -popular sources. 
Since that period the modifications of those claims havo 
been immense in all countries. Then the civil authority 
was offensively dictatorial in its commands. No individ- 
ual outside of the ruling power had any rights with which 
government could not meddle ; and to attempt to modify 
this idea, or the practice under it, was to incur official dis- 
pleasure and punishment In the seventeenth century, tho 
first century of our political existence, what we now call 
the rights of man were not only undefined and unrecog- 
nized, l>ut^ almos t unk nown. It is needless to recur to tho 
practice of the Continental powers in their treatment of the 
humbler class of their subjects, when not even the princely 
families and nobles could protect themselves from the out- 
rages of royal authority. And in England, at the samo 
time and later, we know how men like Algernon Sidney 
and John Bunynn either had their lives taken, or sufferc<l 
imprisonment, for no greater offences than expressing cer- 
tain abstract views in regard to government or religion. 
As UEscarbot, the historian of one of tho earlier expedi- 
tions to our shores, said at that time (1607), when trying 
to regulate his conduct so as to make it acceptable to the 
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^overoroent in France, ^' it was necessary to keep in a very 
/straight path, if one would escape a visit from the gen- 
ydarmes of either the civil or the priestly authority.*' 

This was just as true in England as in France, and true 
to a greater extent here in Now England than we like to 
acknowledge. To be sure, the excusi> here, drawn from 
example abroad, and from what were believed to bo exact- 
ing domestic necessities, was to a great extent well found- 
ed. But, however this may have been, the peremptory 
character of even Massachusetts' eemi-popular government 
admits of no question ; and to face its hostility was an act 
of temerity in which few engaged, and from which very 
few of those who did undcrtako it emerged unscathed. 
The men and women who opposed the rule of the Puri- 
tans, whether Mary Dyer and Anne Ilutchinson, or Roger 
Williams and John Wheelwright, were s\ycpt away as ef- 
fectually as if they had contested their claims with the 
Stuarts or the Bourbons. The Puritans were eminently 
humane, as compared with the best portions of European 
society of their day, and were never guilty of anything so 
bad as the atrocities practised in England and Scotland 
toward the Dissenters, as late as the Revolution of 1688. 
Their government was clemency itself when contrasted 
with that of England in the latter half of the seventeenth 
century. Nevertheless, the arm of their power was both 
long and strong, and whoso opposed its exercise was re- 
garded and treated as a criminal, who must be summarily 
dealt with in behalf of truth, justice, and religion. It was 
a period of history, both at home and abroad, when the 
average citizen or subject could secure immunity only by a 
discreet, quiet, and complete obedience. 

It was the time when Russell and Sidney had been be- 
headed for slight civil ofEcnces, and the powerful XJniver- 
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sity of Oxford had declared that the doctrine that cif il au- 
thority is derived from the people, was '' seditious and athe- 
istic, and the parent of rebellion." It was the time when 
such men ai^ Jeffreys ^;ere judges of political offences, and 
when the only doctrine tolerated was that of unconditional 
submission ; when ''speaking ill" was enough for the ar- 
raignment and condemnation of pious souls like Baxter, 
and when every man suspected of entertaining liberal ideas 
WA3 silenced or punished. In the language of Charles'? 
James Fox, it was "a period of convictions against evi-\ 
dcnce, sentences against law, enormous fines, and cruel imi^ 
prisonmcnts." 

We, who live in happier times, cannot appreciate the 
effects of such a condition of things upon the currents of 
thought in practical life and in learned circles, or upon tho 
conduct of individual men. The new political opinions 
were yet shapeless and unfledged. (^Rcligious^frcc dom was 
(^itself scarcely more than a theory. Even its most notable 
advocates were at loggerheads. The great reformers, Roger 
Williams and George Fox, were open enemies; Williams vi- 
olently opposing the Quakers, though himself a dissenter of 
the Dissenters, and the pious Fox retorting by calling him 
a "lying slanderer." It was extremely difficult to know 
the truth, dangerous to preach it, and fatal to insist upon 
it against the prevailing opinion. ^Grcnuine toleration had^ 
( no foothold anywhere. 

The sentiment in regard to the Quakers in Massachusetts 
is an example of the spirit of the tiroes coming directly 
home to every man of that day. So moderate a man as 
Governor Endicott, speaking in behalf of the General Court 
of Massachusetts, and addressing himself to the king, 
Charles IL, said : " Concerning the Quakers — open and cap- 
ital blasphemers, open seducers from the glorious Trinity, 
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and from the Holy Scriptures as the' rule of life, open one- 
inies to the government itself, malignant and assiduous pro- 
moters of doctrines directly tending to subvert both our 
Church and State— we were constrained, for our own safe- 
ty, to pass a sentence of banishment against them, on pain 
of death." 

J^Such was the condition of things confronting every man 
rwho felt impelled to speak or to act in resistance to civil 
\f or ecclesiastical tyranny. The liberty of speech, and the 
^liberty of criticism and opposition, were the precise things 
(that were denied. The man who contended for cither had 
to do it in the spirit of a martyr, and risk a martyr*s doom. 
But, bad as this condition was, it was doubly intensified 
at the period of the witchcraft prosecutions. These were 
ostensibly founded upon a holy effort to frustrate the mach- 
inations of the great enemy of souls. It was a war against 
the devil and his imps. For a man to resist such a prose- 
cution was to ally himself with Satan, and proclaim himself 
an instrument of the powers of darkness. To resist the 
civil and ecclesiastical powers in any of their temporal pro- 
ceedings was rash and dangerous enough. To oppose them 
in their conflict with hell itself was madpess. It was to 
court immolation, not only by the decree of the court, but 
by popular fury. 

The late eminent jurist, Mr. Justice Story, in speaking of 
the belief in witchcraft at this period, observes: ** It count- 
ed in its train philosophers as well as enthusiasts ; it was 
graced by the learning of prelates, as well as by the coun- 
tenance of kings; the law supported it by its mandates, 
and the purest judges felt no compunction • ... in en- 
forcing it" 

Watson says, in his '^Annals of Philadelphia," page 228 : 
*' Six hundred persons were executed in Franco, in 1000, for 
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the allogod crimo of witchcraft In 1034 Orandierei a 
priest of Loudon, in FrancOi was bamed for bewitching a 
whole convent of nans. In 1054 twenty women wero ex* 
ocuted in Bretagne for witches.*' 

It is recorded that in 1044 and 1045 upward of ono 
hundred convictions for witchcraft took place in the coun* 
tics of Suffolk and Essex, in England, before a commission, 
of which the Earl of Warwick was the head, and which was 
supported by Dr. Calamy. Of these, sixteen were hanged 
ct Yarmouth, fifteen at Chelmsford, and sixty at various 
other places. Dr. Clark, who examined the records, says 
more than three thousand persons were executed for witch- 
craft in the century preceding 1070. It was as late as 
1735 before the statutes against witchcraft in Scotland 
were repealed, and the repeal gave great offence to a largo 
body of Christians there. 

Sir Matthew Uale presided on a witchcraft trial in 1004, 
and was supported by Sir Thomas Browne, who had pre- 
viously signalized himself by writing a book entitled **An 
Inquiry into Vulgar Errors.'* Sir William Blackstone de- 
clared in his " Commentaries," in 1705, "that to deny the 
existence of witchcraft is to flatly contradict the revealed 
word of God, and the thing itself is a truth to which every 
nation has in its turn borne testimony.'* 

Bentley, in his hisfx>ry, says of the witchcraft period :* 
"The torrent was irresistible. No life was safe. They 
who thought they saw the delusion did not expose it 
None Imd courage to propose or apply relief." . . . . " The 
doctrine of invisible agency no one was bold enough to 
deny." In Salem, " terror was in every countenance, fear 
haunted every street." 



* Mass. Ilidt Coll., l8t series, vol vi., p. 205. 
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\In tibe toiallj chaDged habits of thouglit that marks oar 
era, in the perfect freedom of speech that we enjoy, it is 
diflScult to fully appreciate, as it is hard to overrate, the 
intrepidity of spirit that was required to maintain the po- 
sition taken by Robert Pike, alike in his earlier controver- 
sies as in his final opposition to the most malignant fanati- 
cism of his times. 
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CHAPTER III. 

JOHN PIKK.--III8 CHARACTER AND WIXX. 

John Pikk, the father of Robert, came to this country 
from Southampton, in the James, in 1635, bringing five 
children. The records state that he came from Langford, 
England. There are numerous parishes of that name in 
the Old Country, and careful inquiries in each have thus far 
failed to reveal ^hich of them is the one referred to. It 
is possible that the statement is erroneous, for at that pe- 
riod it was sometimes found expedient for persons of pro- 
nounced opinions, hostile to the governing powers, to leave 
the authorities in the dark as to the places of residence of 
the zealous Dissenters who were hastening out of the coun« 
try. Mr. Savage says, in his "Genealogical Register:" 
" To evade the despicable tyranny of the regulation, a true 
description of the persons was sometimes concealed." 

• The description of John Pike as a " laborer from Lang- 
ford '* may be therefore mythical. It is clear that a part 
of it, at least, is inaccurate. Mr. CofBn, the historian of 
Newbury, remarks : "No laborer of those days had two 
such educated sons &s Robert and John Pike, Jr., both 
men of marked prominence in the colony." 

. In the Essex County Court records of 1036, John Pike, 
Sr., appears as the attorney for Mr. Eson, plaintiff, versus 
Robert Coles, defendant, obtaining a verdict from the jury 
of £4 *Is, 6(f. damages, and 4s, cost. At Salem, in January, 
1637, he is again present as attorney fc>r Mr. Eson, and ob- 
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tains A Terdiot of £5 18«. 6(/. These offices do not seem 
to come within the functions of a '* laborer" of those days. 

We find other recorded evidence showing him to have 
been a man of marked characteristics. On one occasion 
he is the subject of prosecution for rending the garment 
of a person who had excited his righteous indignation. 
Again, wo discover a letter of his to a friend, exulting in 
a sermon he had heard advocating '* the Congregational 
way.*' And we find him, also, to be very much in favor of 
a way of his own on several other occasions. 

He was first at Ipswich, and afterward went to Newbury, 
where is found this record on the town-books: ** Voted, 
that John Pike bo fined 2tf. for departing from the meet- 
ing without lc%ve and contemptuously." This brief notice 
testifies as to what manner of man ho was. If he was a 
'* laborer," he very early made it manifest that ho did not 
work in vineyards which did not suit him. ' 

In his later years ho removed to the town of Salisbury, 
whither his son Robert had preceded him in 1639, leaving 
his place in Newbury in the occupation of Samuel Moore, 
a tenant Judging from the inventory of his property 
after his death, it appears that he died in good circum- 
stances, in the lame vocation at Salisbury that ho had pur- 
sued at Newbury, that of husbandman. 

W\\X of John Pike. 

In the name of God, Amen. The last will and testament of 
John Pike, senior, being sick and weak iu body, but of perfect 
memory, May 24tli, 1654. 

First, I will and bequeath my soul unto God in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and my body to be buried iu convenient burying- 
place, and my worldly goods to be bestowed as foUoweth : 

First, I give my house and land at the old town at Newbury, 
both upland and m<|4ow, with my privilege of common at 
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Newbary, onto my grandohild John Pike, the ion of mj eldest 
eon John Pikei with that parcel of my land at the Little riyer^ 
and in cose the said John Pike do die without issno and before 
he is twenty-one years old, then the said land shall pass to hie 
brother and sisters by equal portion ; and if they fail, then it 
shall pass to the next of kin. 

Also, I give that portion of my laud at the new town [Sails* 
bury] called by the name of the Pit, both upland and meadoWy 
unto my grandchild John Piko, the son of my son Robert Pike; 
and in cose the said John Pike die without issue or before tho 
age of twenty-ouo, the said lands shall puss to his sisters ; and 
if thoy fail, then it sball pass to the next of kin. 

Also, I give unto my daughter Dorothy twenty pounds, to 
be equally divided betwixt her and her children by equal pdr* 
tious. 

Also, I give to my daughter Ann twenty i>ounds, to be di^ 
vidcd betwixt her aud her children by equal portions. 

AIho, I give to my dnughtcr Isruol twenty pounds, to bo di« 
vidcd betwixt hor and hor children by equal portions. 

Also, I give to my daughtor-iu-law Mary, the wife of my son 
John, forty shillings; and I give to hor ohihlrun, Joseph, Uan* 
uah, Mary, and Rutb, each of thcni, forty shillings. 

Also, I give unto my danghtor-in-law Harah, the wife of my 
son Robert, forty shillings; and I give to her children, Sarah| 
Dorothy, Mary, and Elizabeth, each of them, forty shillings. 

Also, I give my tenant Samuel Moore the bedstead that he 
hath of mine. 

Also, I do appoint my two sons, John and Robert, to bo my 
executors, to see my will performed, and my debts and all 
charges paid so far as my estate will reach ; and the remainder 
of my estate, within door and without door, shall be divided 
betwixt my two said executors, my sons John Pike and Robert 
Pike, by equal portions, all debts and charges being first die* 
charged and paid. 

Furthermore, my will is that in case my sons John Pike and 
Robert Pike should remove out of the country, with their fam- 
ilies after my death, before my said grandchildren are of the 
age of twenty-one years, that then it shall be in tbe power of 
my said sons John and Robert to dispose in the way of sole or 



^ THE NEW PURITAN. 

otlMnrite of th* lald land fbr the benefit of my Mid grandchil- 
dren reepeotively; that ia to say, my eon which is the father 
shall diBpoee of that land which la by me given to his own 
child, and lo both reepeotiyely* Jonx Pike. 
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This will was proved by oath of Mr. Henry Monday and John 
Bolf to be the last will and testament of John Pike, late of 
Salisbury, deceased, in the county court held at Hampton the 
3d of the 6th month, 1654. Thomas Dkadbuky, Ke&d. 

A True Intentwy of iht Estate of John Pike, Mitior, being deceued 
iKe 26/A of May^ 1G54, taken by Mr. Jlenry Monday, John Rolf, 
and George Goldwire, May the 29th, 1G54. 

£ $, d, 

Imprimla i HU hoave inA land it the old towc of Newbory 00 

It.: Hia lAod At the D6W toiru 60 

It.i Yoniif hone aud cue ninro ftud bridle Slid saddle 87 

It.i 7 cows Slid yoang cattle of two jears* vautage 80 

lui One bed and appiirteuancei , 7 

Itt One new broadcloth suit 8 8 4 

It.iODe stoff suit and woltftcoftt S 9 

It: One cloih suit 14 

lUtOnecloth coat 9 10 

It t Shirt, h.indkerchlerti, and bands and other linen ; . . . . 2 16 

Iti 4 pair of stockings and 8 bats ., 1 14 

It: A pair of boots and 8 pair of shoes 18 

IttSpalrofKloves and a pair of mittens 4 

It: One brass pan, one warming-pan, one firying-pan 1 10 

It: One brass pot, one brass posnet 110 

It: One brand-iron, one andiron 6 

Itt A hatchet, a cuttlng-knlfe to cut hay, and other small things. 6 6 

It: A chest, a box, and other lumber 10 

Iti In books 10 

Itilndobts 7 

' It! A cheese-press and some other lumber 18 

Sumtotal : .880 10 

nenry Monday. 

John £ Rolf, mark. 

The mark of George Ouldwlre. 

John Pilce and Robert Pike, being executors to John Pil&o, 
Br., as by his will doth appear, did testify upon oath, in tlie 
court held at Hampton the 3d of the 8th month, 1C54, this to 
be a true iuventory of the said John Pike, Sr.'s, estate, to their 
best knowledge. By me, Tuo. Bradbury, /;eo*d. 
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CHA1>TER IV. 

BOBBRT PIKB'H BDUCATION AKD MABBIAGB.— BB001IX8 ▲ FBSS-. 
MAN. — ^APPCilNTMKMT AS MAOISTRATB AND C0MMI88I0NBB.— 
CU08BN ▲ ICFMBBR OF TUB QBNBRAL COUBT. 

RoBBRT Pdcb was niDoteen years of age when bronght 
V to this countr}' by his father, in 1035. Ue therefore mast 
have received liis education in England, lie wrote in 
a bold, flowing hand, and apparently with great facility, 
some of his longest letters to the government being dated 
at " midnight/' The style and mutter of his composition 
lead us to the conclusion that, ho was as well instructed as 
the leading meu of his time, and that his education was 
ample to adord full scope for the display of his strong 
natural powers, as well as the sturdy moral graces of a 
religiously taught pupil of the puritanic school. 

At the age of twenty-one, March 17th, 1637, he took the 
oath of ** freeman^' and became a citizen, and was invested 
with all the rights that belonged to those who composed 
the governing body of the people ; a class who, wo are con- 
strained to confess, were a clear minority of the whole 
population. 

Two years afterward, in 1 030, he joined a colony of sixty* 
five persons, who left Newbury, removed across the Merri- 
mack river, and founded tho "new town " of Salisbury, on" 
its eastern bank. Here he remained during the rest of 
his life, a period of sixty-seven years. Of this new locality 
Hubbard, in his " History of New England," says : " Salis- 
bury was well stored \fith meadow-lands and salt-marshes^ 
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although the uplands were tomething sandy, and likely to 
be harreit"* 

He was twice married: first, on the 8d of April, 1641, 
to Sarah Sanders, by whom he had eight children; and 
second, in 1685, to Martha Goldwiro, widow of Oeorge 
Ooldwire, whence came no issue. The latter died Febru- 
ary 26th, 1718, having survived her husband six years and 
two months.f He bequeathed his homestead to hb grand- 

* The origintl list of the townsmen of Salisbuij in the Book of 
Becords is ss follows : 



Mr. Sam. Dodley. 
Mr. Wm. Worcester, 
Mr. Francis Dooiie^ 
Mr. Ilenry Dylj, 
Edward Freocb, 
RIchd. Weill, 
John Rolf, 
John Saudera, 
Isaac BuHoell, 
John Severance, 
Mr. Tho. Bradbar7, 
John Ilodges, 
Joslah Cobham, 
Jarett Uodden, 

John Bayley, 8r., 
Henry Drown, 
Mr. Clirlsto. Batt, 
Robert Pike, 
Wm. Partrldjre, 
Mr. Thos. Deemer, 
Mr. Ilenry Monday, 
Qeor^e Carr, 



Bam. Fclloee, 
Wm. Sargent, 
John Harrison, 
Philip Chains, 
Luke Heard, 
Ant. Colby, 
John Bailey, Jr., 
Christian Brown, 
Richd. Tiugletnry, 
Tho. Hawkesworth, 
John Eyer, Sr., 
Ai. t. Siidler, 
Rodg. Eaolman, 
John Stevens, 
Robt Fltts, 
Mr. Sam. Hall, 
John Hoyt, 
Wm. Holdred, 
Tho. Baructt, 
John Ilitloy, 
Wm. Allin, 
Wm. Barnes, 



RIchd. North, 
Abraham Morrill, 
Wm. 08}>;ood, 
Mr. Wm. Houk, 
Mr. John Hall, 
Thos. Rowoll, 
John Dixon, 
Daniel Ladd, 
JitliL Fuller, 
Thos. Carter, 
Enoch Qi'ociilea^ 
Richd. Qoodale, 
Richd. Currier, 
Joseph Moves, 
Andrew Greely, 
Rnlph Blaiedall, 
Robt. Codmiin, 
John Wheeler, 
Tho. Mncy, 
Joseph Purkor, 
John Coles. 



f The following petition of Major Pike, tn his own handwriting, is 

•itant among the ooart records of Essex County : 

lb th$ honorallh Couniy Court titting ai SaUim^ Jun§ th» Wth, 10311, (Ae anS- 
aeriher herec/ humblif pMienU to your knowloigo and coMidtration at/ol' 
Uitithf vir. : 

That Mr. George Ooldwire, late of Salisbury, did in bis lifetime give nnto 
his wife (who is now the wife of your petitioner) a certain estate of houses, 
lands, stock, and all aorta of movables, etc, with respect to Jointure prom- 
ised tn marriage, and the same entato committed into tho hands of the hon- 
ored Major Haltonstall, as a feofTer In tmst for tho iocnrity thereof, and for 
bli said wife's beiieflt and behoof (Ihey having no children) ; and after this 
•nfeoffment the said Ooldwire dwelt on tho tald living, yet he had it aa firom 
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aon Robert, son of the Re?. John Pike, of Dover, whom ho 
had educated as a physician. This homestead, after tho 
lapse of nearly two hundred and forty years, is still in the 
possession of descendants of his family of the same name 
Salisbury, incorporated October 7th, 1640, now became 
the frontier town of Massachusetts on the east The first 
inhabitants fully recognized th? dangers of this position, 
and originally went in largo numbers to guard against them, 
Tho situation subjected them to Indian inroads, devastar 
tions, capture, and murder. From all of these tho inhab* 
itants of Salisbury from time to time suffered severely. 
Much of the correspondence of Robert Pike, embraced in 
these pages, relates to the trials and exertions of the peo- 
ple on this frontier, in their contests with the Indians ; a . 
frontier which gradually extended its lines across New. 
Uampsliiro into Maine — first to York and Wells, beyond 
the Piscataqua, and then to Casco Bay and still farther 
cast. During tho sixty-seven years our subject covers, and 
for many more afterward, tho lives of these early inhabit- 
ants were spent in almost incessant conflict with tho sav- 
ages, who, during tho wars between England and France, 
were always aided by their French allies on the coast. 

and by the allowance of the said feoffor to his dying day, in which time iher« 
wcro aeveral transactions by him whereby several debu were contracted ; 
some to him and some from him remain, as do appear, which seems to be hit 
proper estate, distinct from what was given his M'ife, and very needftil to h9 
looked after. 

I do therefore hnmbly move that some order of this court may be given 
for the empowerment of some one or other to look after it; yonr sabscril>er 
bcln^ not wlUhijor to do It himself (or, however, not without order). 

llmt you would be pleased to take cognizance of the case of the estate of 
my wife as aforesaid, and to direct mo and my wife in what ic Incumbent 

npon us according to law to do for the Since the death of the said 

Mr. Qoldwlre I have several times moved, hot huvo yet received no answer 
firom yon, and so know not what Is onr duty to do in such case, which wo 
wtmld readily altcn<i if we knew it. I cannot but think something should 
bo done, your rvsolr.tlou whereof will much oblige your humble servant, 

Il0JI*T PiKI. 
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(p WM a periloQS period. It was often a straggle for 
mere physical sobsistence. Famine often threatened, and 
sometimes came. The stealthy savage always dogged the 
footsteps of the early settler. The hand of oppression was 
always viaiblci and frequently felt, from over the sea. Dis* 
senters from dissent perplexed their path. The stream of 
their progress woh always turbid and uncertain, and it was 
hard to predict whither it would finally carry or land them. 
In our day the torm frontiersman is the synonyme of all 
that is rade, and rough, and illiterate ; and yet these Massa- 
chnsetts Dissenters were frontiersmen for a long and weary 
period. But from their conflicts, both with savage and 
civilized enemies; from their struggles with poverty ; from 
the oppressions of foreign rule ; from the labors and trials 
of an effort at self-government hitherto' new to mankind ; 
from their ceaseless combats with an inhospitable climate 
and a sterile soil ; from all their meagre and discouraging 
surroundings, they emerged nt last in the front rank of re- 
fined and prosperous communities. 

Robert Pike planted himself empty-handed, and began 
life as a husbandman, on the borders of the Salisbury 
marshes; Upland and meadow were meted out in moder- 
ate quantities to each of the original settlers, and rcscr\'a- 
tions were made for subsequent comers, by the town au- 
thorities then and there established by popular vote, under 
the auspices and general direction of the central power of 
the colony. 

Under date of 1644 the records of the General Court of 
Massachusetts, as its supreme legislative body was termed, 
contain this entry : " Ordered, that Samuel Dudley, Robert 
Pike, and John Sanders have power to end small causes 
at Salisbury.*' This was his first appointment to the mag- 
isterial function, with which he was continuously clothed 
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The following version of the stoiy it from Mr. Coffin*B 
** History of Newbury :" 

Septemlm Tth [!«»]. 

The Coarti on hearing that Lieatenant Eohert Pike de- 
clared tbat Buoh persons as did act in making that law (r6> 
straining nnfit persons ttom constant preaching) did break 
their oath to the country — for, said he, it is against the liberty . 
of the country, both civil and ecclesiastical — declared that he 
had been guilty of defaming the General Court, and order that 
he shall be disfranchised, disabled from holding any pnblio 
office, bound to his good behavior, and fined twenty marks, 
equal to thirteen pounds six shillings and eight pence. 

The law alluded to above was made to restrain Joseph Peas- 
ley and Thomas Macy, formerly of Newbury, then of Salisbury, 
new town, from exhorting the peo])le on the Sabbath in the 
absence of a miuister. This order had no effect on Joseph Peas* 
ley, who still continued his preaching in defiance of the law, as 
we find, in the year 1659. 

The punishment inflicted on Lieutenant Pike caused a great 
sensation in the ncighboriug towns. Petitions were presented 
to the General Court, containing the names of nearly all the 
citizens of Newbury, Andover, IIam])ton, Salisbury, etc., ear- 
nestly entreating the magistrates to remit the punishment and 
the fine imposed on Lieutenant Pike. The whole case is a very 
insti'uctivo one. It exhibits, on the ono hand, the watchful 
Jealousy of the pcoitle, in consequcnco of any real or supposed 
encroachments on their civil or ecclesiastical rights, and, on 
the other hand, the determination of the magistrates not to 
have their vuthority lightly called in qucstiou. 

They immediately chose a committee to call the petitioners 
of the several towns together, ascertain their reasons for sign* 
lug the petition, and make return. This was done in 1654, and 
eight Newbury men were bound to their good behavior in a 
bond of ten pounds each for signing the petition, the remain* 
der having acknowledged their oficnce. 

Qjacy was subsequently the first settler and founder of 
the settlement at Nantucket. Both he and Peasley were 
at this time members of a Baptist sect in Salisbury ; and, 
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labile not proclaiming themselves Qaakers, were yet im- 
bued with the sentiments of that sect, and practised its 
methods. To defend themi thereforei was to defend the 
hated and detested Quakers, and it was this thankless task 
that Robert Pike undertook. 

At the session of the General Court called by the Gov- 
emment and Council, held at Boston, August 30, 1653, the 
opening record is as follows : 

The Court heing informed that, on tho publishing the last 
court orders at Salisbury, Lieutouant Hubert Pike demanded 
if tbat law (whicb was made to restrain unfit persons from cou- 
Btaut proacblng, etc.)i wbother tbat law was iu force after tbo 
next General Court; to wbich answer bciug made tbat tbo 
Court had declared tbclr miud therein ; on wbich be replied 
tbat Bucb persons as did act in making tbat law did break 
their oath to tbo country, or acted contrary, oxpresHing tlio 
freeman's oath ; for, said be, it is against tbe liberty of tbo 
country, both ecclesiastical and civil, and tbat be stood tbero 
ready to make it good; and fnrtber said tbat divers or several 
churches bad called their members to account wbicb did act 
in that law-making, and tbat some places were about to show 
their minds to tbe General Court about it 

ITeetimony.'] 

Bjf Sam. Winsley, Sam. Fellowus, Wiluam Bubnell. 

I do very well remember tbat Lieutenant Pike spoke words 
to that effect, asfs above specified. Per mo, 

Tiio. Bradbury. 

Tbe Court doth order that Lieutenant Robert Pike sbould 
be sent for witb speed, to answer such things as aro laid to bis 
charge. 

He was sent for by attachment accordingly, and ap- 
peared before the Court, September 7th, 1053. Then fol« 
lows this record: 

The Court, on a full hearing of the case about Lieutenant 
Bobert Pike, and /ill the evidences tbat have testified in tbe 
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oaae, do Judge tliat he is guilt j of defniniDg the Qeneral Coorty 
and do therefore order that the said Bohert Pike shall be dit* 
inranchisod, and disabled to boar any pnblio offloe in town or 
commonwealth, and from pleading any case except his own In 
any court ; and further, that he be bound to good beharior 
during the Court's pleasure, and bo fined the sum of twentg 
marks to the country. Kobcrt Pike accordiugly bound himself 
in ten pounds to the treasurer, &li\ Hichard Russell, on this 
condition : that he will bo of good bearing till the next Court 
of Assistants. 

Nevertheless, the Court proceeded at onco to repeal the 
obnoxious order, which they did in the following terms : 

Whereas the last session of this Court passed an order con* 
ceming xniblio prcachiug without allowance, which onler we 
undcrstaud is dissatiHfuctory to divors of the brethren whom 
we have cause to rcHpcct and tender; although we conceived 
the said order, rightly understood, to bo sufu and much con- 
ducive to the preservation of peace and truth among us, yet, 
that all jualousics may be removed, the Court doth repeal said 
order, and doth hereby enact that every person that shall pnb* 
lisli and niaintuiu any heterodox or dangerous doctrine shall 
be liable to bo questioned and censured by the County Court 
where he liveth, according to the merit of his oflonce. 

Tlio proceeding against Robert Pike caused a great agi* 
tation in Salisbury and the neighboring towns of Hamp- 
ton, Newbury, Ilaverliill, and Andover. Petitions wcro 
circulated and numerously signed in each, asking for the 
revocation of tho sentence passed upon tho offender, and 
wore duly laid before tho General Court at its next meet- 
ing tho following spring. Thcso petitions wore looked 
upon ns incendiary, and insulting to tho Icgislativo majesty, 
and provoked the following action of tho Court: 

Tho Court cannot but deeply resimt that so many persons 
of several towns, conditions, and relations, should combine to- 
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to present saeh an unjost and anreasonaUe request as 
thii i^Toklng the sentence passed the last oourt against Lieu* 
tenant Pike, and the restoring him to his former liberty, with- 
out anj petition of his own, or at least acknowledgment of 
his offenoei fully proved aguiust him, which was no loss than 
def liming this Court and charging them with broach of oath, 
eto.| which the petitioners call some words let full by occasion. 
The Court doth therefore order, in thiii extraordinary case, that 
connmissiouers bo appointed in the several towns^uamely, 
Mr. Bradstreet for Andover and Haverhill, Captain Gerrish 
and Nicholas Noyes for Newbury, Mr. Winslow and Mr. Brad- 
bury for Salisbury, and Captain Wiggan for Hampton — who 
shall have the power to call the said petitioners together, or 
so many of them at a time as tbey think moot, and roquiro a 
reason of their unjust request, and how tUey came to be in- 
duced to subscribe to the said petition, and so to make return 
to the next session, that the Court may consider further how 
to proceed herein. 

Acting under this commission, tho committee proceeded 
upon their inquest They went into tho several towns and 
held tlieir sessions, calling upon the offenders to appear 
before them and justify their conduct. The answers they 
obtained bespoke tho characters of tho signers. Som6 de- 
clared that they signed without reflection ; some bccauso 
they were asked to do so ; some because they thought it was 
a proper thing to do; and generally they professed that 
they had no intention of doing anything improper, or of 
insulting tho authority of the General Court But among 
the petitioners of the several towns there were found a con- 
siderable number of refractory spirits, who cither vouch- 
safed no explanation, or asserted their right to petition when- 
ever they saw fit, and denied tho right of anybody to inter- 
fere. These incorrigibles were duly reported, and turned 
over to tho tender mercies of tho General Court, by whom 
fifteen of them were bound over for trial, as follows : 
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At a Beuion of the General Coart held Octo^Mr, 1654| in the 
case respecting Lieutenant Robert Pike, and the petitionen in 
his behalf, the committee appointed to examine their seyeral 
answers have made return of those persons who have not gifen 
satisfaction, whose names are heroin written. The Coart or* 
dors that those persons shall be summoned to give bond^ in £10 
to each man, to give answers for their offence before the Coon* 
ty Courts. 

The names of the fifteen humble immortals who thus 
early valiantly asserted the right of petition, so long con« 
tended for and so long denied — which has at length got 
itself fully recognized as among the natural rights of all 
free and enlightened subjects and citizens— deserve to be 
recorded. They are as follows : 

Of Newbury — John Emery, Sr., John Hall, Benjamin 
Swett, John Bishop, Joseph Plommcr, Daniel Thurston, Jr., 
Daniel Cheney, John Woleot. 

Of SalUhury — Samuel Ilollis, Philip Challis, Joseph 
Fletcher, Andrew Greeley, George Morton. 

Of Hampton — Christopher Ilussey, John Sanborn. 

Wo may not think much of this early and inconsidera- 
ble demonstration, but the vital issue of tho right of peti* 
tion was here, and the determined assertion of it w&i just 
as real to them as it has been in any case at any time since. 
Men and parties in subsequent generations may have re- 
ceived greater credit for their stubborn determination to 
(iccure this right, but those fifteen Massachusetts citizens 
were as genuine defenders of civil rights as any other fif- 
teen of more pretension. 

The fact should not be •'overlooked that it was only thi^ 
teen or fourteen years before this, in 1040, when petitions 
were presented to Parliament against King Charles's govern^ 
ment, that the Earl of Strafford met the petitioners with the 
assertion that they should be tried by martial law and shoty 
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The petition to the General Court to relieve Robert Pike 
of the disabilities imposed by that body, and the report of 
the committee, are curious, as showing the temper and dis- 
position of the little community thus called upon to show 
cause for the faith that was in them, touching the matter 
of ''civil and ecclesiastical liberty/* Robert Pike had 
started the question in regard to this subject, then but 
poorly understood. It is interesting to note what head- 
way was made at this epoch. The rights of man had not 
then been popularly defined. Rousseau and Tom Paine 
had not been bom. On the spiritual side some distinct 
views had been obtained; but these only involved the re- 
lations between man and his Maker. The pious soul felt 
an inborn conviction that with thcsq government had sure- 
ly nothing to do. But this was quite foreign to the ques- 
tion of the rights of the civil power over the individual 
man in his civic relations. 

Every man, who did not confess to the omnipotent power 
of government, had to define for himself, with very little 
besides his own inner light.to guide him, what his personal 
rights were in any matters that government undertook to 
regulate. 

The General Court had planted itself on the comprehen- 
Bive claim that nobody had a right to question its acts or 
to petition for their repeal. The Court, though but the 
representative of the whole body of the citizens, claimed 
the right of supreme rule over them. It is interesting to 
ace how this claim was viewed by the un Instructed mem- 
bers of the community over whom the authority was now 
asserted. 

tTwas such primary discussions as these that first gave 
vitality to the doctrines of civil liberty on this continent 
We may safely say they derived no aid from the creed or 
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speculations of the philosophers. They sprunpf, wo most 
coDcludoi from the coDsciousncss of the indi?idaal man, 
and wore not taught to our ancestors by the schools. •. Rob* 
ert Pike seems to have had about as clear a perception of 
those things as anybody of his generation, but he only left, 
according to his executors* inventory, six shillings* worth of 
books. It seems he did not require scholastic aid to dis- 
cover that the General Court transcondcd its just powers in 
prohibiting the Quaker method of public teaching; or, 
that the authorized religious preachers of the time set up 
and aimed to enforce claims to domination not consistent 
with the rights of the parishioner and church member. 
IIo evidently saw boundaries and limitations of tho civil 
power which he had not learned from books. 

Hero are a hundred, more or loss, of the citizens of Sal- 
isbury, Newbury, Hampton, Andovcr, and Haverhill, called 
upon to excuse or defend their audacious conduct in calling 
in question tho supreme authority of the General Court 
A large number hastened to apologize, and proclaim their 
submission ; but a portion, about a fifth of the whole, stand 
out and valiantly refuse to succumb. They have their 
rights, according to their own estimate; they have but 
exercised them, and they refuse submission and defy tho 
General Court. [These defying men are the salt of their 
([sjjiccraLvillages. Thoy have sprung out of the earth, and 
are the advance guard of the coming legions of revolution. 
Fifteen of the most independent and intractable are selected 
by tho General Court for punishment ; but we do not learn 
that the prosecution was ever pressed to trial. The moral 
effect of their resistance was suiTiciont to prevent it. And 
thus the first Right of Petition case here disappears from 
tho record. 

The petition, with tho Newbury signatures, and some of 
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the proceedings of t1i6 committeei are sabjoinod. Some 
portions of the manuscripts ha?e become illegible, includ- 
ing several of the signatures, which are omitted. 

The humble peHtUm of the inhabitante of Newbury^ to the honored 
Qeneral Court now aeeemhled at Bo^ton^ ahoweth : 

That whereae oar loving fHend| Lioutenant Rubort Pike, 
of Salisbury! liath by occosiou, as it is wituostiod agaiust 

him, let full some words for wbich the honored Court bath 
been pleased [to censure him], wo, having had experience 
that ho hath been a peaceable man and a useful instrument, 

do therefore humbly detiiro this honored Court that the 

said sentence may bo [revoked], and that the Buid Lieuten- 
ant Pike be restored to his former liberty. So 

pray, etc., 

Wm. Titcomd, 
John Bautlktt, 

TllO. 13110WNK, 
RlClID. 13AIITLKTT, 



BicuD. Kent, Jk., 
Wm. Moody, 
Daniel Peiucr, 
Geo. Little, 
Saml. Moody, 
EiCHD. Dole, 
John Poors, 



Benj. Swett, 
Joseph Swett, 
Stei*h. Gueenleak, 
Anthony Mouse, 



Dan. Thuustgn, 

Joseph Plummer, John Bishop, 

RiCHD. TnuRLY, Sam. Poore, 



Gyles Cuomlowe, Henry Lunt, 

Aquilla Chase, Solomon Kyes, 

£dw. KiciiARDsoN, Tristram Coffin, 

Wm. Richardson, Francis Plummer, 



John Wolcot, 
John Hull, 
Hob. Adams, 
Wm. Chandler, 
John Tillotson, 
John Baily, 
John Wheei^r, 
Rob. Cooper, 
RiCHD. Kent, Sr., 



John. Hutchins, 
Wm. Sawyer, 

RiCHD. FlTTS, 

John Bond, 
Cnms. Bartlett, 



Sam. Plummer, 
Dan. Thurston, 
Wm. Cottle, 
John Rolf, 
John Muslewihtb, 
John Emery, Sr., 
John Emery, Jr., 
Sam. Moore, * 



James Ordway, 
Edwd. Woodman, Nich. Batt, 
Stephen Swett, John Cheney, 
Wm. Ilsly, Daniel Cheney. 

Tuo. Smith, 

Here follow tbe recantations or excuses of some of 
these and otber signers, under press of the Legislative 
Oommittco^s investigations : 
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Wtf wlio«e names are underwiitteo, did nnadvisedlj Mi onr' 
bauds to A petition in the behalf of Lieutenant Robert PikOi 
therein we have f^iven the honorable Coort Jost occasion of 
offence. We did it iguorantly, and we are sorry for it, and do 
crave that you would be pleased to pass it by. 

WlLLi MOULTOK, 
NaTUANIEL BAOniLBBy 

Samuel Fooo, 
Joseph Mbby. 

The Answer 0/ James Ordwat and RicnARD Bartlett. 

Tlie reason that I sot uiy baud to the petition is explained 
in the petition; and as fur boiug moved to it by any one, there 
was no [iuducemout to] me to do it, only my good-will to the 
man that moved me to it; not tliinkiug nor intending the least 
dishonor to the honored Court, as far as I know mine own 
heart, but dosiriiig to give them their [due respect]. 

Good Sir, — Be pleased to signify this as an addition to 
goodman Gold wire signing of the petition : that he did not 
intend the least offence to the General Court, and is sorry that 
he hath offended them, humbly desiring the honored Court to 
pass it by. I pray, sir, lot it not be forgotten, because U is 
of concernment. Your humble servant, 

Tiio. Bradrury. 

Sir, — John Eaton also doth acknowledge his offence in set- 
ting his hand to the petition, and is heartily sorry, humbly 
desiring the honored Court to pass it by. Per me, 

TUO. BRADRURY. . ; 

The honored Court may please to understand that the tea^ 
sons why we set our hands to the petition were expressed in 
the petition, we apprehending the person petitioned for a quiet 
and serviceable man. Stephen Swett, 

CHUISTOPHKR BARTLEtT, 

John Tillotson, 
Joseph Tlummer, 
Daniel Thurbton, Jr.^ 
John Cheney, Jr., 
Daniel Cheney. 
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'. Wkerea»f the honored Court appointed William Gerrisb and 
Kioholas Noye« to examine the petitioners of Newbury respect- 
ing Lieutenant Robert Pike, we, in answer, crave favor of this 
honored Court to make tbe best construction of tbe answers, 

> M from our being, as we are, capable to return them, consider- 
ing ftio answers themselves as we have received them. Some 
having formerly answered, and upon second thought did not 
approve of it, would return tboir own answer, as may appear 
by two papers, and no other answer could we have; some ques- 
tioning our power, others tender of ensnaring such as prevailed 
Mrith them. Others, being called to answer if they were in- 
structed, were most free in confession who brought them the 
petition. 

Hobort Adams said Lieutenant John Pike brought it him. 

John Lull would not' otherwise than this; being desired 

to make some answers of John Pike, said : sot him down 

so, if you please, and let it go. Some said John liurtlott, John 
Hutchinson, John Cheney brought it [the petition]. Abraham 
Tapp' ic, William Soyer, Tristram Codiu, Williaui Chandler, 
say they Judged Robert Ptke a peaceable man, and thought 
no hurt in petitioning for him, being ignorant of the ground 
of his [offence]; but, upon consideration, they Judge it was 
their weakness. Are sorry they have given the Court offence. 

Thomas Smith, also Thurston, Ante. Morse, Sr., Daniel 

Pearse, Stephen Greenleaf, Robert Cooper, Nicholas Datt, Rob- 
ert Adams, say they were ignorant of his sentence, and con- 
ceived ..... he being a man useful in these parts, moved them 

to [petition] any offence to be given to the honored Court, 

and [rogret it] had not given satisfaction. Thoy would not 

have it to do again ; and these are sorry thoy did it 

Francis Plummer and Robert Morse say the reason is because 
he is a useful man, and thought they might petition without 
offence. It was in the liberty of the Court to accept it or re- 
jeot it, and ..... they could not see they had done amiss in 
petitioning. 
John Bishop being desired to go into the niccting-house to 

explain about the petition, he said he could not stay, but 

the constable said he must. He came into the house before 
us ; said, would the General Court have the reasons, they are 
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in the petition ; and tbat was all he would aayi and ao* toned 
Ixia back and away lio went Edward Woodman aaitE be was 
ignorant what words he spoke, meauiug Robert Pike ; thonghft 
they had been ordinary words, and tliat he had aclmowledged 
his fault. On considoratlou, Judged it weakness, and ia aorrj 
to have given the Court offence. This [is also the] answer 
of Edward Hichardson, Samuel bloody, Kiehard Kent, Wil- 
liam Moody, John Bayly, John Poore, John Dartlett, Thomas 
Browne, John Wholer, John Emery, Jr., Uichard Dole, Richard 
Puttingel, and Sumuol Murse. 

Beiijumiu Swett saith every free subject hath liberty to pe- 
titiou for any that Imd boon in GHtconi, without offence to any ; 
aud tbo i)etitiun itself hath answer in itself sufBcient, as far as 
he is able to speak. John Muslowaith aud William Ilsly add 
this: Ileariug him commended by Mr. Bradstrcot for a fair 
pleader, they wore encouraged thereby to use their liberty to 
petition for him, not iutomling any dishonor to the honored 
Court. Solomon Kycs aud John Cheney say they were his 
friends, aud out of love to him, being in want of him, did peti- 
tion for him, not being induced by any man, but did it volnn- 
tarily. Samuel Piumnier saith ho intended no affront to the 
honored Court, but only desired Lieutenant Robert Pike's lib- 
erty in a lawful way. Henry Lunt, also, and John Hutch- 
inson. 

John Emery demanded our commission aud the sight of the 
petition, and then would answer. Being produced, he answer- 
ed wo had no power to demand who brought him the petition; 
and hearing John Bond mako answer, told him he was a wise 
man, in n bold, flouting manner. His carriage, we conceive, 
was [insulting]. Daniel Thurston, Jr., saith his reason is set 
down. Being demanded who [showed] it him, saith, why 

should he answer to any other question t Rolfe saith 

the reasons are in the petition. Ho did apprehend every [man 
had] liberty to petition for a man that had been so serviceablo 
in the commonwealth ; and ho found the petition lying on tho 
table. Joseph Plummor said he does not know he is bound to 
give an answer who brought the petition. So said his brother 
Daniel Cheney. William Titcomb saith he does remember that 
he set his hand to a paper which did concern Lieutenant Pike, 
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bot in %hat eironiiwtanoe he knows not| unless he saw the pa- 
per—that being all he had to answer. John Woloot saith the 

chief reason was his good-will to the man no hurt to 

that Court For other answer, if he be called to [a higher] 
power to answeri he will then answer — and so went away 
yery highly. 

These we conceive to be the several answers, as near as we 
can possibly return. 

WiuJAM GKnrasn, > commute. 

KlCUOLAS KOYE8, S 
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CHAPTER VL 

HIS BETHtEMENT FBOM, AND BEAPPEARANCB IH, TRS OIHKBAL 
COURT. — NEW LAW AGAINST THK QUAKBBS, 

During the year in wliicli tlio prooeodinga ire have now 
related were taking placei and for the two succeeding yearsi 
Lieutenant Pike had opportunity for uninterrupted atteu- 
tioQ to his farm and his private affairs. But from what 
subacqucntly occurred, we infer that he felt a brooding di»* 
content over the injustice of which ho was the victim. 
It docs not appear that he made any confession, or 
came before the General Court personally as a suppliant 
in any form. His lino was paid, but the political dia« 
franchiscmcnt remained. Ho petitioned for its removal. 
His friend and pastor for many years, the Rev. Mr. Wor- 
cester, who was settled over the church at Salisbury from 
1639-40 to 1003, appeared before the General Court and 
urged the revocation of the sentence as a personal favor 
to himself. It seems probable from this that Lieutenant 
Pike declined this service for himself, and left it to his 
friends. 

At the fall session of the General Court, on the 2dd o( 
October, 1057, we find this record: 

In answer to the petition of Robert Pike, humbly requesting 
the Court's favor, his floe being paid, to remit to him and re- 
lease him from tho otber part of the Court's sentence against 
him, Mr. Worcester, tho pastor of the charoh at Salisbury, ap- 
pearing on behalf of the petitioner, and acknowledging him- 
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self moeh bound to the Coart if they would be pleased to grant 
the Mid Pike*! reqaest| the Courfc grant hU request. 

The people of Salbbury did not wait long before ex* 
pressing their sentiments. Thoy immediately elected their 
newly enfranchised fellow-citizen, and sent him to the Gen- 
eral Court, to present their compliments in person. lie 
appeared there as a member on the 10th of the following 
May (1658). The assembly did not receive this testimonial 
graciously. They could not openly protest against this 
prompt return of a contumacious citizen, and so they set 
about showing their indignation in another way. The 
first act they performed was to pass a new law against the 
Quakers. This enactment declares : 

That Quakers, and suoli accursed heretics nriHiiig amongst 
ourselves, umy be dealt with according to their deHcrts, and 
that their pestilent errors and practices may speedily be pre- 
vented, it is hereby ordered, as an addition to the former law 
against Quakers, tliat every such person or persons professing 
any of their pernicious ways, by speaking, writing, or by meet- 
ings on the Lord^s day, or any other time, to strengthen them- 
selves or seduce others to their diabolical doctrine, shall, after 
due means of conviction, incur the penalty ensuing ; that is, 
every person so meeting shall pay to the county for every time 
ten shillings, and every one speaking in such meeting shall 
pay five pounds apiece ; and in case any such person has been 
punished by scourging or whipping the first time, according to 
the former laws, shall be still kept at work in the house of 
correction till they put in security, with two sufllcient men, 
that they shall not any more vent their hateful errors, or 
use their sinful practices, or else shall depart this jurisdiction 
at their own charge ; and if any of them return again, then 
each such person shall incur the penalty of the layvs made for 
atrangers. / 

This performance having relieved the legislative mind, 
it aoon found something for the refractor/ member to do. 



RE-ELECTED TO THS GENERAL OOURT. 

On the 26tli of May, 1658, on petition of Edward Colo€ 
the Court appointed a committee, consisting of Lienten 
Robert Pike and three others, to reopen a case relating 
a saw-mill standing on Exeter River, and report upon 
same at the next session of the court 
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CHAPTER VIL . 

FURCHA8S or XAKTUCKET A8 ▲ RETREAT FOR THE OFFEND- 
ERS.— ROBERT pike's position and AGENCY. 

During the summer of 1658 the now law against the 
Qoakers, '' and the accursed heretics arising amongst our- 
selves/* like Peasely and Macy, and their defenders, fore- 
boded the approaching violence toward them that was af- 
terward manifested in the execution of several of their 
number. 

Macy was an active, determined man, and, unlike Mary 
Dyer, preferred not to be hung, and so resolved to depart 
out of the jurisdiction. Ue and a number of other Salis- 
bury people entered into negotiations for the purchase of 
the island of Nantucket. No white man had yet lived 
upon it, and it was inhabited by about three thousand sav- 
ages ; but, with his habit of free speech, Macy preferred 
bis chance with them to remaining where he was. In this 
enterprise Robert Pike sympathized and joined. The isl- 
and was owned by Thomas Mayhew, merchant of Water- 
town, who had bought it in October, 1041, of James For- 
rett, or Forest, agent of Lord Stirling in Now York, who 
claimed for his principal all the islands lying between Cape 
Cod and the Uudaon River. Richard Virlcs of Saco, agent 
of Sir Ferdinando Gorges, had also set up a claim to it ; 
but Mayhew had bought out his rights. Though the pur- 
chase had been made in the winter preceding, the deed was 
not executed till the 2d of July, 1659. 
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Tho original doed conveyed it to Tristram C«ffiii| Thom- 
as Mac}| Christopher Husseji Richard SwaynOy Thomas 
Barnard, Petor CofRn, Stephen Orcenleaf, John Swayne, 
and William Pike or PilO) Thomas Mnyliew resorving a 
twentieth part to himself. These proprietors, at a meet- 
ing in Salisbury the previous February, after the purchase 
had been determined upon, but before the deed was given, 
agreed to admit ten other partner?. One of these was Bob- 
ert Pike, who shared the interest of Christopher llussey. 

It was a period when it was not known who might soon 
find it convenient to hold a proprietorship in thia distant 
island of the sco. One might have questioned its charac- 
ter as a harbor of refuge, considering its population ; but 
the subsequent conduct of tho Indians toward the white 
settlers justified no suspicion that might tlien havo existed 
in regard to their treacherous dispositions or warlike tem- 
per. No serious differences ever arose between them and 
the whites. The latter soon set the example of pursuing 
in open boats and capturing the whales which sought the 
shallow waters of that shoal-bound coast, and the savages 
quickly followed, and soon became among the most expert 
of the oritjinal whalers of Nantucket. 

Robert Pike held relations with the island peoplo at the 
time of his death, over forty years afterward, and it is thus 
presumable that his original connection with the enter- 
prise continued through his life. The subjoined document 
attests his intimate business relationship with Macy while 
he resided at Salisbury : 

The deposition of Robert PiWe, who, sworn, saith that, being 
empowered about the estate of Robert Ring, as by a writing 
bearing date the 3d of tho 9th month, 1643, doth more AiUy ap- 
pear, that he did, in the absence of the said Ring, as his agent, 
or friend, or attorney, etc., manage the said Ring's estate, some% 
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timM ilona or at least by oonsent of Tbomos Macy, sometimes 
lM>th together; alsO| that the said Bing hod both laud aud 
cattle in his absenee, for which I or we paid rates both to 
ohorobi towD| and commonwealth, from time to time till he re- 
turned, sometimes more, sometimes less ; also, that in sale of his 
bonse-lots we did not sell his commooages, but intended his 
habitation in a more convenient [place] where now ho dwells. 
Also, that this deponent did, as Robert Ring's agout in his 
behalf^demandof the town a share of this common division of 
meadow now sued for; also, that he did make known his power 
ao to do and the bill of sale to John Fuller, whereby ho chal- 
lenged the common right of John Fuller. 

Sworn before the Court held at Salisbury the 14tb, 3d month, 
1663. Tiio. Bradbury, liccorder. 

This is a true copy of the original on file, as attests, 

Tho. Bradbury, JRecarder. 
Vera copia. Attests. Edw. Rawson, Secretary, 

Whether Robert Piko ever contemplated a change of 
residence to Nantucket we have no means of knowing. 
Though a bold and outspoken man, ho seems also to have 
possessed that worldly wisdom which enabled him to main« 
tain a just equipoise in the midst of contending opinions. 
What his views were in these vital issues that were agitata 
ting the community, leading to violent punishments, and 
even death itself, can admit of no doubt. He had suffered 
fine and disfranchisement for them. After being restored 
to his rights he joined in this measure, which was to sccuro 
a safe retreat for the persecuted victims whose cause ho 
had espoused; and in whose behalf ho had suffered ; but, 
while doing this, he maintained his position at home. The 
people of Salisbury at this very time returned him again 
and again to the General Court Never belonging or pre- 
tending to belong to the persecuted sects whose battles he 
had fought, his weight of character and the popular sup- 
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port ho receivedi enabled him to hold hU f^laoe undiitorbed 
in tho community. 

Any misstep or indiscretion at tliia critical period} when 
the whole public was excited and inflamed against th( 
'* accursed heretics," might have involved him in seriooi 
difRcultics. But he appears to have wisely avoided th< 
snares that beset him, and preserved his just balance nnti 
tho storm had passed, and the General Court had beei 
compelled by the progress of events, and by orders fron 
home, to erase from their statute books the offensive en 
actmcnts which originally aroused the resentment and pro 
vokcd the hostility of this vigilant citizen. 

Uo had the satisfaction of seeing, at the end of eigh 
years from the time of the original prosecution againa 
him, the entire structure of intolerance against which h 
had contended swept away. His mere presence in th 
General Court afterward, and in the Board of Assistant! 
to which he was soon after elevated, was a constant reproo 
to the spirit of persecution, and a reminder of its humil: 
ating failures. Such was the reward of his patient laboi 
in the ways of righteousness, and the good sense whici 
enabled him to see wh«it those ways were. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

THO1IA0 MACnr PUNISHED FOR BHBLTERINO QUAKRRS. — HIS 
FBBIL0U8 VOTAQK TO NANTUCKET. — SUCCESS OF THE EN- 
TERPRISE. 

Thomas Maot did not reach Nantucket before the Gen- 
eral Court found occasion to again call bim to account. 
Ho had given shelter to four travelling Quakers, and at an 
early session of tbe court, in 1659, he was summoned to 
appear before it and answer to a complaint made against 
him for this offence. Instead of complying with the re- 
quisition he sent a letter, of which the following is a copy : 



/; 



STth of tho 8th mouth, 1659. 

r ^ Tbii is to entreat the bonored Court not to be ofToudod be- 
J^emuo of my nonappearauce. It is not from auy Blighting tho 
authority of the honored Court, nor from fear to auBWor tho 
case ; but I have been for some weeks past very ill, and am so 
at present ; aud, notwithstanding my illness, yet I, desirous to 
appear, have douo my utmost eudoavor to biro a horso, but 
cannot procure one at proscnt. I, being at present destitute, 
have endeavored to purchase, but at present caunot attain it ; 
but I shall relate the truth of the case, as my answer would 
be to your honored Court, and more cannot be proved, nor so 
much : On a rainy morning thero came to my house Edward 
Wharton and throe men more ; tho said Wharton spoko to mo, 
saying they were travelling eastward, and desired mo to direct 
them in the way to Hampton, and asked me bow far it was to 
Casco Bay. I never saw any of tho men before except Whar- 
ton, neither did I require their names or what they were ; but 
by their carriage I thought they might be Quakers, and told 
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them so, and therefore deaired them to pass <m their waj, m^ 
ing to them I might possibly give offence in entertoining them; 
and as soon as the violence of the rain ceased (for it rained 
very hard) they went away, and I never saw them ainoe. The 
timo they stayed in the house was about three-qaarton of an I l 
hour, but I can safely ailinn it was not an hour. They spoke 
not many words in tho time, neither was I at leisure to talk 
with them, for I came home wet to the skin immediately be- 1 ' 
fore they came to the house, and I fouud my wife sick in bed. 1 1 
If this docs not satisfy the honored Court, I am subject to their 
sontcuce. I have not williugly offended. I am ready to serrs 
and obey you in the Lord. (Siguod), 

TuoMAS Mact. 

Two of tho men who accompanied Edward Wharton 
were William Robinson, a merchant of London, and Ma^ 
maduko Stevenson, of YoiksUire, England ; and these two 
wero hanged in Boston tho following 27th of October 
(1050). 

Thomas Macy was fined thirty shillings for his otfonco, ; 
and ordered to bo admonished by tho Governor. Paying.; 
his fine, and receiving his admonition, ho shook tho dust 
from off ills feet and departed for Nantucket with all his 
worldly goods, accompanied by his family. IIo encoun- 
tered a scvero storm, and his wife, who was influenced by 
Bomo omens of disaster, besought him to put back. He 
told her not to fear, for his fuith was perfect But she 
entreated him again. Then tho spirit which impelled him 
broko forth : " Woman, go below and seek thy God. I 
fear not the witches on earth or the devils in hcU !** 
• Thomas Macy survived all his persecutions and perils, 
and safely landed at Nantucket, tho first and only settler 
of 1050. Tho increase of his posterity, sinco that worthy 
and intrepid beginning, is an extraordinary example in tho 
art of multiplication, and is duly recorded in an octavo vol* 
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nme of more tban one thoasand pages. Other emigrants 
soon followed, and since then the men of Nantucket have 
earned a renown hardly surpassed by that of any other 
New England community. Its glories have bloomed and 
faded in the two centuries and more that have smco 
elapsed ; but the memory of its early beginning by the 
men of Salisbury, in the cause of toleration, will survive, 
when the other facts of its history shall be forgotten. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

TBIUMPH OF THB QUAKERS IK TII8 QBNBHAX* OOUBT.-^lOBKirr 
pike's RE-ELECnOK. — APPODTTED ▲ MAQUTRATB.— OOIOIIS' 
filONER TO EXTEND THE JURISDICTIOX OF MASSACHUSKITS 
OVER TIIE PROVINCE OF MAINE. — DIRECnONS OF THE QEN- 
ERAL COURT. 

In the'first year of Thomas Maoy's voluntary exile (1059) 
the citizens of Salisbury again bore testimony to their sym- 
pathy with him, by sending his friend and defender, Robert 
Pike, to the General Court. If the Court was rid of one 
more pestilent heretic, who had been the subject of their 
active attention duriug several years past, there was still a 
truculent Puritan remaining behind, one of their own nam- 
ber, daily confronting them in condemnatory companion- 
ship. This presence was no doubt irritating and hard to 
bear, but it was a useful discipline in preparing the minds 
of the body for that greater humiliation which soon fol- 
lowed, in the order from homo requiring the persecation of 
the Quakers to cease. The Court, in 1060, took the final 
satisfaction of reviving the old law of 1031 against them; 
but the king*s order, issued in Septenaber, 1661, revoked 
their action, and forbade all further proceedings against 
the Quakers.* Thus, at the end of eight years of hostile 

* Tho order in regard to the Quakers was obtained by Burtougfaa, 
after a personal interview with the kin^^, and was as follows : ** That 
if ttiero were any of thotto people called Quakers amongst them, now 
already condemned to sufter death or other corporal punishment, or 
that were imprisoned and obnoxious to tlie like condemnation, they 
swere to forbear to proceed any further tlierein.*' Samuel Shattuck, 
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oontrovenj, the triuropli of Robert Pike was complete. 

I Up to this period the General Court had borne down all 

opposition, and its violent proceedings had culminated in 

the hanging, on Boston Common, of Mary Dyer and two 

\ of the Quakers whom Thomas Macy had harbored in the 

f fall of 1650. But a change took place, and there has been 

no hanging or trying of Quakers from that day to this. 

^ While awaiting this result, through the years of 1600 , 
and 1661, Thomas Bradbury, the life-long friend of Rob- 
ert Pike, occupied the post of Deputy from Salisbury ; and 
in the year of triumph, 1662, the place was accorded to 
Philip Challis, one of the refractory pctitiongrs for the 
revocation of Robert Pikc*s sentence. 

Some current business had been, nieantunc, transacted by 
the General Court in 1650 and 1660, in which Pike plays 
the part of land viewer and locater of grants by that body. 
After the expiration of Philip Challis*s term of a single 
year, Robert Pike reappears in his old place of Deputy, in 
1663. This time he comes with a colleague, Jeremiah 
Uonchin. And now he evidently stood well with his col- 
leagues. The king, Charles II., had addressed a letter to 
his Massachusetts subjects, and it was necessary that it 
should have a seasonable and worthy reply, from the most 
considerable men among them then present in the General 
Court A committee of thirteen was oppointed, of which 
Robert Pike was one, as appears by the following record of 
proceedings on May 27th: 

/ a Quaker of Salem, then in England under sentence of banishment, 
brought the order in person, and presented himself at the Govemor^s 
door. Governor Endicott, after due consideration, repUed that " he 
should obey his Majesty's command.'* This was in November, 1661. 
The same month the General Court declared the laws against the 
Quakers suspended. 
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Tbe Court, on a long and aerions deliate of whttt to 
to be done ia refereuoe to his Mi^esty'i letteri and there hav- 
ing boeo mnoh time already expended thereabonta— the ConrI 
iutondiug to break up speedily — in answer to hia Mi^esty's 
pleasure therein, aud for the satisfaction of all partiea eon- 
ccmed, it is ordered, that a committee of thirteen be appointed 
to cousider the subject in the recess, aud draw np a suitable 
answer, and present the same for the consideration of the Gen- 
eral Court at the next session. 

This committee conslAted of Mr. Simon Bradstrocti Mr. 
Tliomas Danfortli, Mr. Eleazer Sushcr, Major-Oenoral John 
Lovcrctt, Captain Edward Johnson, Captain John Pynohon, 
Mr. Harry Bartliolomow, Captain llobcrt Pike, Ensign 
Daniel Fisher, Mr. Allen, Mr. Roynor, Mr. Uigginaon, and 
Mr. Mitchell. 

In 1004 Salisbury had but one member, Mr. Jeremiah 
Ilonchln, who was also re-elected in the following year. 

In May, 1005, 'Hho Court considering the state of the 
county of Norfolk, as being exposed to groat trouble and 
charge, by reason of their remoteness from any magistrate, 
it is ordered, that Captain Robert Piko of Salisbury, and 
Mr. San)uel Dalton of Hampton, or cither of them, shall be, 
and hereby are, empowered as commissioners to take tbe 
acknowledgment of deeds, to administer oaths in all civil 
cases, io put forth warrants, to search for stolen goods, tc 
take notico and punish defects in watching, to punisb 
drunkenness, excessivo drinking, and such like crimes oi 
inferior nature, according to law — to bind over offenden 
to the County Court, and to solemnize marriago to per 
sons duly published, during the Court*s pleasure." 

In 1000 Mr. llonchin was succeeded as member by Cup 
tain Robert Pike, who was also returned again in 1068. 
■ In 1007, on a petition of the inhabitants of Exeter foi 
an enlargement of their town to in extent of ten milea 
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OaptainBobertPike and two othen were appointed a eom- 
mittee to ?iew the land and make report to the next court 

In 1668 Maasaohosottt issued a declaration asserting her 
jnriMUotion over the province of Maine, or Yorkshire, as it 
was iometiroes called, and appointed four commissioners to 
repair thither and effect a settlement of the affairs of that 
province. It was not till this commission hod acted that 
the inhahitants cast of Baco River, being mostly Episco- 
palians, acknowledged themselves subject to the jurisdic- 
tion of Massachusetts, and then only with reluctance. On 
this commission Robert Pike was appointed, but for some 
unknown reason docs not appear to have acted — whether 
because the stretch of power the appointment involved did 
not square with his sensitive ideas on the subject of ^'civil 
and ecclesiastical liberty," or for what other reason, we are 
left wholly to conjecture. All we know for certain is, that 
the proceeding incorporating Maine suddenly and peremp- 
torily into the Massachusetts jurisdiction was left entirely 
to the other three commissioners, of whom John Levcrett, 
afterward Governor of Massachusetts (from 1673 to 1(570) 
was the chief. 

The order and instructions of the General Court in the 
.premises, dated May 27th, 1008, were as follows: 

2b Major-Oeneral John LsvERETr, Edward Tyno, Esq., Cap- 
tain RicuAiiD Walduon, and Captain Koueut Tike : 

Gbntlbmen, — You are hereby autliorlzod and required to re- 
pair to York, in the county of York, and there you or any two 
of yon, whereof Major-Geueral Leverett shall bo one, to Iceep a 
County Court, acoonling as the law directs ; and in ease yon 
meet with any person or persons, nnder the pretence of any 
other authority, that Bhall swerve from the due obedience they 
owe unto this Jurisdiction, under his Majesty's royal charter, 
to which they have submitted and enp;nge<l tlicmHclveH, that 
yon call before yon all such persons, and bring them to a due 
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trial, and proceed to aentenoe as the merit of their offpnoei 
•hall require. 

Furtheri you are anthorized and eommiflsioned to ettaliliil 
and confirm all officers and oommissionersi oivil and mUltaiyi 
as yon shall Judge meoti for the settling and presenriog ordei 
and peace in the said county of York. And for the better en< 
abling you to efioct the same, you are hereby authorized, (tott 
the duto uf these presents, to act and do all such things, prepar 
atory to the keeping of courts and settling of peace in thesai^ 
couuty, OS in your discretion you shall Judge most meet An^ 
all omeors, civil aud military, within this Jurisdiction, and il 
other inliubitauts, are hereby required to be assistants un(( 
you, as the matter shall require ; and you are to render an ae 
couut of what you shall do herein to this Court at their nex 
session iu October. In testimony whereof, this Conrt hail 
caused the seal of the colony to bo afflxeil, and signed by tb 
Qovcruor, the 20th of May, ICCd. 

Jnatructiona for our Commiaaioncn in the pretent traiuadhm n 
faring 1o the affairt of Torkthire. 

1st. As you are empowered by your commission from tbi 
General Court to exert our Jurisdiction in that county, and at 
cordingly to suppress any disturbance or opposition you ma 
meet with in those parts, we are as well willing that, in pal 
ting forth the power aud trust committed to you, you nse i 
much lenity as iu your wisdom the general state of the bul 
nosH will admit. 

2d. That according as it hath been already expressed to soel 
OS did from tlioso parts make application to this Court, ;foi 
shall seasonably let the people there niidorstdnd the saoM 
namely : iu regard of their late causeless revolt, they mnst M 
expect to have any privilege but what is common to the IM 
of the shires or towns in this Jurisdiction. 

3d. That endeavor be made to make as little alteration • 
may be touching any propriety, but that men's rights standi 
itatu quo priuSf namely, as they wore before the revolt. 

4tli. Tliat you endeavor to admit as little questioning « 
such grants of lands as have been given in the time of the in 
termption as may be, being done by their general assembliflii 
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. Ml Tliat yoa take notioe that yoa are not altogether obliged 
to atriet form of law in the present disposiDg of courta and offl- 
oeii| eivU and military, leaving it to your wisdom at present 
to lietniat anoh men as yon deem fittest for their respective 
plaocii. 

Tho three commissioners, under these instructions, pro- 
eeeded to York and discharged their duties in the same 
peremptory spirit in which the orders were issued ; and in 
dao time they made their report, and Maine was annexed. 
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CHAPTER X. 

• 

BXPOBT OV TIIB COMMITTEE TO CONSIDER TOE BOUKDjaaiB Of 
EXETER.— RESKRYATION OF TIMBER.— ROBERT PIKE AB MAO- 
ISTRATB.— MEMBER OF THE GENERAL COURT. ^ BBRQEAXT' 
MAJOR OF NORFOLK COUNTY AND PI8CATAQUA«^MEMBU |f 
OF TUE BOARD OF ASSISTANTS. 

At tbo BcssioQ of May 27111, 1668, tbo committee ap* 
pointed to consider tlie extension of the boundaries of Ex* 
cter made tbcir report, signed by Samuel Dalton and Rich- 
ard Waldcrno. To Ibis report is appended tbo following 
note: 



Thongb I could not, by straitncss of time, make a ftiU Tief 
of all tbo lauds abovo meutioucd,yet from what I do knoWij 
togqtbcr with tbat iuformatiou I bave bod of those that d» 
well kuow of tho quality of tbo rest of the land, I do Jodgt 
that the bounds above moutioucd may bo Just and reasonable^ 
and do concur in suhscribiug. Robert Pike. 

In respect to the foregoing report, tbe General Cooit 
express tbcir concurrence, but \vitb tbe following excep- 
tion, referring to a practice which made great difficulty in 
tbe following century, at the time of the Revolution. 

It is ordered, that the bounds of Exeter stand as above set- 
tled, provided that all pino-trocs fit for masts, yrbicb are twen- 
ty-four iucbos and upward within throo feet of the ground, 
that grow above three miles from their meeting-house, wltbla 
the bounds of the town, are hereby reserved for tbe public} 
and if auy person shall presume to fell any such pine-trees fil 
for masts, ho or they shall forfeit ton pouuds for avcry tree, one 
half to the informer and the other half to the pnblic treasury. 
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The action oi^ ufficiala and informers, in the attempt to 
I preaenre all the best timber of the forests for masts for 
the royal navy, led to irritations, jealousies, and conflict 
The law bred a race of spies on the one hand and of smug- 
glers on the other, and its execution was often a source of 
r la&ting bitterness between the people and the officials. In 
the final struggle of the Revolution it was a grievance in 
the frontier communities, which the patriots seized upon 
with great effect to secure adhesions to the popular cause. 
The following extracts from the records of the General 
Coart explain themselves : 

NuTember 7th, 10G8. 
f The Court, considering of Captain Robert Pike as a comniis- 
lioner for the county of Norfolk, and othcrwiHo Bcrviccablo to 
:hj the country, Judge meet to free liim from country rates and 
jA MQoty rates for the year post. 

■ May 10th, 1C69. 

It is ordered by tbis Court, and tbe autbority tbcrcof, tbnt 
ie^i Captain Natbaniol Saltonstall, Captain Kobcrt riko, and Mr. 
ov| Samuel Dalton, be intrusted with magisterial power for one 
^ year ensuing, and that any one of them may do and execute 
dff vitbin their respective towns whatever any magistrate may 
bh legally do. 

B. • 

In May, 1670, Captain Robert Pike again appear?, as 
>'4 Deputy elect to the General Court. From the record of 
c^ May 26th of that year we copy as follows : 

' i It is desired that the General Court would bo mindful of 

> Appointing of some one or more of the Blagistratcs to be the 

M^ PreaideDt and Judge at the County Court to be holdcu at Nor- 

Kt^ folic for this year ensuing, there being no magistrate living in 

aol! that county. The Court may also please to take notice that 

X\a the commissions granted to Captain Robert Pike of Salisbury, 

bli({ <^&d Mr. Samuel Dalton of Hampton, are now expired ; so that 

M i( the Court may now act for the continuance of it as they plcaHc. 

I, oil In answer to this motion, it is ordered, that Captain Daniel 

Qi|, Oookia shall be, and hereby is, appointed to keep the County 
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CoarU at Hampton and Salisbuiy for tlie year enaolng, with 
the Associates. 

An4 do order and hereby empower Captain Nathaniel 8al« 
toustall, Captain Robert Pike, and Mr. Samnel DoltoUi with 
magistratical power for the year ensuing, and that every of 
them may do and ox'^oute within their resjiective towns where 
they live, and not elsewhere, whatever any magistrates may 
legally do. 

Tbe Magistrates have passed this, their brethren the Bepa- 
tios hereto oouseutiug. 

Edw. Rawson, Seoretarif. 

Consented to by the Deputies. 

William Torrey, Clerieui. 

In 1070 tho military affairs of Norfolk County and Pia- 
cataqua hod become entangled by jealousies and violence, 
and tho regular olBccrs were unable to compose tho disor- 
ders that had arisen. Robert Pike, who then filled the 
posts of member of tho General Court and captain of the 
Salisbury troop of horse, was selected as tho most suita- 
ble person to harmonize tho discordant elements, in tho ca- 
pacity of sergeant-major. A protest was made against this 
interference by tho parties concerned, who claimed the 
right to settle tho caso in their own way; but the ap- 
pointee was allowed to proceed, and nothing more was 
heard of tho difficulty. 

May silt, 1S70. 

IVhercai the militia of tbe county of Norfolk and the river 
of Piscataqua are at an unsottloment for waut of a sergeant- 
major, under whoso command they might bo drawn together 
and exercised in regimental service, as the law dirccteth ; and 
by long experience it is fouud diiUcult for them to make their 
address to tho major-general, and Mujor Deuison for to order 
tlie militia in those parts, whose care and love to them have 
been in many ways manifested, according to what the former 
occasions have been; and seeing that those parts have now 
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iQCieased to taeh a competent namber as may be capable of 
regimental ezeroisei this Coiirt Judgeth it meet to appoint 
Captain Bobert Pike to be eergeaut-major over tbe military 
companies of tbe connty of Norfolk and Plscataqna. 

On the Bome day, on motion of Scabomo Cotton, Cap- 
tain Robert Pike and Samuel Dalton woro appointed to 
lay out eight hundred acres of land granted to Rev. John 
Cotton and his heirs. 

About tliis period the General Court consisted of from 
thirty -five to fifty members, but the numbers fluctuated 
considerably. Either members were not returned at all 
from certain towns, or the record of their election and pres- 
ence is omitted. Thus, in 1675 there is no record of the 
election of any members whatever. No one but Robert 
Pike appears as representative from Salisbury during the 
twelve years from 1670 to 1682, and he only appears in 
the years 1673-74 and 1680-81. In 1682 he was chosen 
to the upper branch, or Board of Assistants. 

It was an inactive period, and King Philip's war, in 
1676, after a continuous peace of forty'ycars, was the only 
marked event that broke the monotony of domestic affairs. 
Yet it was the era of one of the stirring passages in Rob* 
ert*t life, as will bo shown in the following chapters. 
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CHAPTER XI, 

BBV. JOnN WHEELWRIQHTi ROBERT PIKS'B lUmSlUt 

In 1676 the Rev. Mr. Worcester, the first pastor of tbo 
Salisbarj church, and the faithful frh nd of Robert Pilce, 
had been dead for twelve years, after a pastorate of twen- 
ty-four years. lie was succeeded by the Rev. John Wheel- 
wright, a celebrated person in his day and generation. 

This gentleman was a very remarkable specimen of the 
arrogant English parson, educated to a high estimate of 
the superior dignity of his cloth, and withal of a turbulent 
and disputatious temper, not at all subdued at this period, 
after a checkered career of fourscore years. 

Mr. Wliccl Wright was born in England, between 160O 
and 1595 ; was educated at Cambridge for the ministry, 
where he graduated in 1614, and was occupying a pulpit 
in England as early as 1018. He came to Boston in May, 
1036, fully charged with activity, acerbity, and violcnco. 
lie was attached to no school but his own. His wife bo- 
longed to the Hutchinson family, and was sister of the 
husband of the well-known Anne Hutchinson, with whom 
and Roger Williams he concurred in their opposition to 
the Puritan authorities. But it appears they could not 
agree in anything else. Wheelwright declined to accom- 
pany them to Rhode Island at the well-known period of 
their exodus. He had an attractive family, three of his 
daughters having been twice married. The first year of 
his arrival in Boston he preached a sermon of such a char- 
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^cter that he was convicted of Bedition and contempt of 
Aothoity ; and as he refused to retract hU obnoxious sen- 
timents, he was banished out of the jurisdiction. Sixty 
persons remonstrated, and they were called before the Gen- 
eral Court, and received various degrees of punishment 
This was the origin of the settlement of Rhode Island, 
whither most of them went But Wheelwright departed 
in an opposite direction, and, ^'ith a few followers, found- 
ed the town of Exeter, in New Uampshire, in 1638. lie 
displeased his followers there, and in the same year the peo- 
ple of Exeter wrote to Boston asking for his dismission. 

In 1642 New Hampshire was brought under the juris- 
diction of Massachusetts, and then Wheelwright moved 
again — ^this time to Wells, in Maine, of which ho is also 
termed the founder. Not finding peace and satisfaction 
in these yet remoter regions, he abated his pretensions, 
and petitioned for reinstatement in 1643. In his petition 
he acknowledges^ his ** own distempered passions," and 
confesses to having uttered " vehement and censorious 
spBcches.*' Under date of "Wells, 7th of the lOth month, 
1643," he writes as follows to the Governor at Boston : 

Bionr WoBsniPFUL, — Upon the long and mature considor- 
ation of things, I perceive that the main difference between 
yourselves and some of the reverend elders and mo, in point 
of Justification and the evidencing thereof, is not of that nat- 
ure as was then presented to me in the false glass of Satau'a 
temptations and my own distempered passions, which makes 
me uttfeignedly sorry that I had such a hand in those sharp 
and vehement contentions raised thereabout, to the great dis- 
torbanoe of the churches of Christ. It is the grief of my soul 
that I used such vehement, censorious speeches in the applica- 
tion of my sermon, or in any other writing, whereby I reflected 
any dishonor upon your worships, the reverend elders, or any 
of contrary Judgment to myself. .... I confess that herein I 
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hftTe done very siofuUyi and do humbly oraye pardon of your 
honored selves. .... J. Wheelwriqbt.* 

Tho author of the '* Ecclesiastical History of Massachu* 
setts" (Massachusetts Ilistorical Collection, 1st scries, toL 
ix.) says of a sermon preached by Wheelwright— following 
one by Cotton, calculated to heal divisions — ^that he *'waa 
fierce in his manner of speaking, and his matter was more 
unbecoming than any discourse ever preached in the country. 
Ue attacked magistrates and ministers, calling them Jews, 
llcrods, and Philistines. .... For this ho swas called to 
account, and though a number of his respectable friends 
signed a' protest against tho proceedings of the court, he 
was banished for sedition. Uo was obstinate for some 
time, thinking he could appeal to a superior tribunal in 
England ; but being convinced to the contrary, ho submit- 
ted, and left the province. After remaining a number of 
years in exile, he made an open confession of his errorsi 
and was restored to tho communion and good-will of the 
people." 

This judicious writer remarks, of the religious quarrels 

of that period : '* It was an age of credulity No man 

is wise at all times ; and those who aro judicious in most 
things often show a weakness of mind in certain opinions 
which have something marvellous in the relation, or are 
combined with their prejudices. .... Much of the blame 
falls upon the ministers, who were zealous men ; but their 
enemies had become the prevailing party, and might have 
kept their influence had they not been more practical than 
wise. Had they [Roger Williams, Mrs. Hutchinson, etc.] 
not gone to an extreme when Vane was Governor, the peo- 

« Hubbard*8 "UUtory of New England," in Mass. Hist Coll., 2d 
series, vol vi., p. 8(10. 
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pie who settled Rhode Uand might have been the first 
characters in Massachusetts.' The great Cotton would not 
have waveredi but have been a partisan, most likely, in 
their cause. Wheelwright would certainly have been his 
colleague. .... There was thb difference between Cotton 
and Wheelwright: the former was more of a peacemaker; 
his seal was qualified, though at times this was rather like 
the fire of emulation than a coal taken from the divine al- 
tar. But the latter was opinionated, decisive, and regardless 
of consequences. lie cared neither for men nor measures, 
and carried his seditious language even to the pulpit. This 
man seemed desirous of increasing the unhappy divisions 
which then disturbed the churches, and were combined 
with all civil business." . . 

Wheelwright, having got back into Massachusetts, bo- 
came reconciled to Winthrop, and in 1047 took the post 
of colleague to Mr. Dalton, in Hampton. 
. Cromwell having become Protector, Wheelwright went 
to England in 1657, ^nd renewed his acquaintance with 
the triumphant Puritan, with whom he had formerly been 
intimate at college. He returned after the restoration, in 
1660, and from his old place in Hampton he stepped over 
into Salisbury, where he became Mr. Worcester's successor, 
and Robert Pike*s minister, in 1662. 
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CHAPTER XXL 

MAJOR PIKK*8 COimtOVERST WITH WnKELWRIGUT, WHO EX- 
COMMUNICATED HIM. — UVELY EXPRESSIONS OV MUTUAL 
CONSIDERATION. — PUDUC PEACE THREATENED. — POWER OP 
TUB GENERAL COURT INVOKED. — REPORT OP LBQI8LATIVS 
COMMITTER. — ^TIIB MAJOR REINSTATED IN THE CHURCIL— « 
DEATH OF WHEELWRIGHT. 

. What has been said in the preceding chapter of tho 
character of Robert Pike's pastor in 1076 is nsefol, aa 
throwing light on the extremely lively expressions of mo« 
tual conBidcration which follow. 

The preacher and tho magistrate had fallen out. At 
Mr. Palfrey observes, in his most loyal history : *' In every 
settlement the minister was the chief man, unless the set- 
tleracnt boasts also a magistrate or assistant, and then tho 
minister is the magistrate's peer." 

In this case it would seem that tho Rev. Mr. Wheel- 
wright had forgotten that tho magistrato ''commanded a 
deep reverence," which is tho complement of tho histori- 
an's statement of tho preacher's position. But, however it 
came about, a feud had sprung up between the parties, and 
wo can readily presume, from what wo have seen of the 
character of tho pastor, that ho was not diffident in assort- 
ing his priestly prerogatives. Though sorely buffeted in 
tho past, ho had not forgotten l»is early ways. It is cer- 
tain that he attempted to cocrco Major Pike through the 
terrors of church discipline, for he did finally excommuiii« 
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tbe refractory layman ; and, though he was afterward 
<^c>inpellod to receive him back into the bonds of church 
f <^llow8hipi with whatever humiliation that may have in- 
Ived, it was only done under a pressure too formidable 
V the irate pastor to resist 

Of the documents in this case that have come down to 
the first in order is the following vigorous onslaught by 
^tr. Wheelwright, endorsed, " For Major Pike:" 

It is commonly reported tbat yon have for a long time much 
apposed your former minister, denied liim XK)wer of rule wliicli 
"^as due to him, and honorable maintenance, and yon did fre- 
quently neglect cuuting to the place of God's public worship 
in due time, and thus you have walked toward me. 
' Though I doubt not but Mi^Jor Pike might have been Just- 
ly excommunicated without any previous admonition, for his 
lieinons facts of lying, reviling, railing, groundless accusations 
of his pastor; his furious, outrageous behavior, in his words, 
gestures, and actions; his constant pleading the wicked causes 
of delinquents ; crimes to be abominated and abhorred of all 
the churches of God, for which we have precept and precedent 
(1 Cor. T.), yet did not we go that way with him. 

•J. WllEELWKIGIIT. 

[This is a true copy, taken out of the original.] 

Major Pike, finding himself in possession of tliis very in- 
flammatory document, and being unable to discover f roin 
any internal evidence that it was the production of a saint, 
whose business it was to call sinners to repentance, pro- 
ceeded to verify it as follows : 

8ill««.»76.» 

This paper was brought me by John , a Jersey man, 

who aaid ho hod it of ono iu the street, but must not tell who ; 

* Tbat is, February 8th, 1676, or, according to the present reckon- 
ing, 1676. As the year then began on the 26th of March, February 
would be the 11th month ; but in one of the succeeding papers it ap- 
pears to be reckoned (perhaps by a slip of the pen) the 12tb. 
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but| being urged, said it was Doctor Gratb,wbo is a German. 

Doctor Gratb| upon demand, owned tbat be deliTered it, and 

tbat bo rocelvod it of Mr. George Person as be was riding in 

tbo street, wbo was au Englisbniun. Mr. Person owned it, and 

said bo bad it delivered to bim by Mr. Wbeelwrigbt, bis fa* 

tber-in-law, to give me. 

Febrnary lltb, ISTSw 

Tbe Keverond Mr. Jobn Wbeelwrigbt owned tbat be sent 
this writing by ^is son Person, and that be forgot to deliver 
it, till be came back fi*om Hampton, to one Mr. Cottry. 

Before mo, Kodeut Pike, Commi$$ioHer. 

Tbo major meditated in bis wratb bow to deal witb this 
extraordinary assault upon bis good namo and cluiractcr, 
and knowing of no more cifcctivo metbod tban bringing 
tbo culprit before a magistrate, and thinking tlicro could 
bo nono more suitable than himself, the offended party, be 
issued the following sunmions. 

lie was, perhaps, a little hasty in this assumption of 
authority to try a case of his own, but this was bettor than 
that Lynch-law which, in our moro civilized tmies, is some- 
times resorted to for the punishment of flagrant offenders^ 

To the Jii'vaend Mr, John Wiieelwrigut. 

Febroary Sth, ISTO. 
BiR, — You are, in bis I^InJcsty's name, required to appear 
fure mo, at my bouse in Salisbury, upon Friday next, by eigl^ 
of clock in tbo foi-cuoon, then and tbere to take notice o€ ^ 
Bcaudalous, reviling, aud roproacbful writing that is goU 
abroad as in your name, to see whether you own it or not, av 
to give a reason of it ifyou do ; as also to be inquired of cou* 
corning another of like nature, to which there is no name; as 
also to bring witb you or send tbat writing that yon presented 
to the Council when at Salisbury, which was openly read, and 
thereupon required by authority, to be responsible as an evi- 
dence for the country against the author thereof (it being so 
notoriously abnsive, scandalous, and reproachful, tending to 
the breacb of tbe peace, of tbe laws of God and tbo country), 
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^ U^ exMt Gop7 of it, oeoordiog to yoar promise to tbe Coim- 
oll^liea tbey delivered it to you ; as also to answer to several 
oiW aets done by you of like nature and tendency, and bcreof 
not to fail. Per Roduat Pike, CommUaioner, 

To ike ConttabU of SaUaburif or his Deputy, 

•th d.t 18th iiL, 75. 

Yon are, in bis Majesty's name, required fortbwitb to servo 

this warrant according to tbe color tbereof, and make present 

return tbereof unto me under your band, and to do it witb 

all due respect and civility, regarding botb tbe person and bis 

place. Per Robert Pikk, Commissioner* 

Tbis warrant was owned before tbe Conucil tbe lOtb of 
Marcb, 1075. Per Edward Rawson, Secretary, 

Though tho magistrate himself had been charged with 
heinous sins, even to that of being a criminal lawyer, ho 
evidently determined to keep himself within tho limits of 
respectful demeanor toward the godly man who was to be 
tried for his offence of assailing magisterial authority and 
di|]^ity ; and ho accordingly directs tho constable to exe- 
cute the warrant ** with all due respect and civility, regard- 
ing both the person, and his place.'* 

But the reverend clergyman, thinking there might bo bet- 
ter law than this, appealed his case to the General Court in 
the following petition, from which it appears that ho was 
still as active in body as in mind, and that his weight of 
eighty years was not regarded as any hindrance to a fresh 
voyage to Europe : 

To the EonordbU John Leverett, Esq.^Governor, and Councilf tho 
petition o/ John Wheelwright of Salisbury humbly showcth : 

Whereai your petitioner is bound for England upon urgent 
and weigbty reasons, and is by Mojor Robert Pike (as bo ap- 
prebends) injuriously and illegally obstructed, causing bini to 
give one buudred pounds bond for bis appcanuice ut ii court 
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ill April next, to answer in a matter wherein be doubts not to \ 
eloar 'hi« iuuoceucy, bnt sball inevitably be a eufferer by tb* \ 
obstruction thereby given him in his iuteuiled voyage; yout I 
potitibuor does therefore humbly crave the favor of this hoi^* I 
oro<l Council, so far to consider the premises as to favor yos^^ } 
Xiotitioner with oomnianding the abovcsaid Mojor Pike to a; 
pear be fore your honored solves, and give the reason of his 
tions in tbo premises, and your petitioner shall ever pray. 

John Wiieelwiuqiit. 

Febraary tTth, WtL 
In answer to this i»otition of Mr. John Wbecl w right, tl^^^ 
Council Imviug hod tlio sight of several letters also from Majc^-^ 
Piko of like import, the Council do order tliat there be a hea ^et* 
lug of the case between tliem at the next Court of Assistant--^^ 
on tho 10th of March next. The said Mr. John WhcolwrigL^ t 
and Major Kobcrt Piko are both required to bring with thev^ 
such writings and evidences as concern their cose, at whi<?'K 
time tho Council will give them a hearing. 

By order of tho Council. 

Edward Rawsox, Secrttarif, 

The following judgment and declaration show that tl*^* 
petitioner obtained the desired relief : 

Tho Court having hoard and considered tho complaint »- 
Mr. John Wheelwright against Major Robert Piko, in the 
referred to this Court by an act of tho Council, in answer 
tho petition of tbo said Mr, Wheelwright, thoy Judge and d( 
dare tho warrant of Major Robert Piko, whereby Mr. WbeeK^"* 
Wright was convented before him to bo illegal, and that tber9^ 
foro Mr. Wheelwright and his sureties are not obliged by tb^^ 
bond given for his appearance at Hampton Court next; oni 
that Mnjor Piko bear tho necessary charges of Mr. WhoeL-^ 
Wright's attendance upon this court in this business. 
' Passed by tho Court and Council this 11th of March, 1G75. 

• It is plain, from the intimations and references in the 
text, that we have only a suiall part of tho controversy be« 
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; /ore u. Robert Pike was evidently as pagnacious an ad- 

senary as Wheelwright himself, though in the present in« 

Btance more respectful, as we have already seen in his 

request to the constable to treat the pastor with '^ respect 

and civility.'* 

The records of Norfolk County Court show that at this 

point Wheelwright himself sought to bring the major into 

a court of law, and appealed to the judge accordingly. 

The following is the answer of the Court, under date of 

May dOth, 1676 : 

WhereoM there was presented to tbls court, at tlio lattor end 
thereof, a complaint cousistiug of certaiu articles agaiust Ma- 
jor Robert Pike, nudor the hands of sovoral of the members 
of the church at Salisbury ; the Court, tukio;; into considera- 
tion the difference and divisiou that is aud bnth been long iu 
the said church, to the great dishouor of God, aud that the 
hearing and determiuiug of the said complaint is not like to 
heal the same, but rather to make the breach greater if the 
grievance of one party should only bo heard, the other party 
pratending as great reason to prefer their complaint, and there 
heing no conveulcut opportunity at present to hear either the 
one or the other: this Court do therefore advise, and as much 
as in them lies, require the said church of Salisbury to attend 
their duty, by their diligent 'aud serious endeavor speedily to 
issue and compose the unhappy difference, either by them- 
selves, if it may be attained, or by the help of other churches, 
or advice of some able godly Christian friends, chosen by the 
. mutual consent of the church, and parties chiefly concerned ; 
which, if refused or neglected, the said church may expect that 
civil autliority will, according to their duty, provide some due 
way and means for the putting an end to and issuing the afore- 
said differences as speedily as they can ; or otherwise, if noth- 
ing he done iu the meantime, this Court will give a hearing of 
the aforesaid complaint (parties concerned having due notice 
thereof by the clerk of the court) at the next scssiou of the 
said court iu the county of Norfolk. 
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Bat the case did not end here. It rose afterward into 
dangerous proportions for the peace of the eommnnityt 
and required the intervention of the higher powers of the 
commonwealth. 

In Juno, 1077, wo find the following record of (he pro- 
ceedings of the General Court : * 

In answer to the petition of soreral members of the ehnrola^ 
and inliabitniUs of tbe town of Salisbury, it is ordered, tho^'ft 
Major -geuornl Deuison, Tbonias Daufoi*tb, Joseph Dudleys 
Esq., Major Tbomns Savage, Captain Hugh Mason, Captaix' 
Daniel Fisber, Major Samuel Appleton, and Mr. Tbomas Grav9^ 
sball be, and bereby are, cnipovrcrcd as tbe committee of thi^ 
Court, to repair unto Salisbury town, and convene before thei 
tbe iubabitauts of said place ; and after a full hearing of i\k* 
rise and grounds of tbe disturbance and contentions that bar ^ 
of late years bappened among tbem, referring to their ci?^ ^ 
and ecclesiastical concerns, and to make such a couolusion a^-^^ 
may have a tendency to tbe bealing of tbeir spirits and put^ ^ 
ting an end to tbeir qunirels, and preventing tbe like for tb^^ 
future ; and all persons concerned are required to attend tim* 
and place tbat sball bo appointed for tbeir meeting, and sul 
mit to tbe determination tbat sball bo made and given by tbi 
committee. And tbo committee is to mako ^report of tbe 
suit to tbo next session of tbe court. 

Of tbe foregoing committee, Danforth was afterwarcr^ 
lieutenant-governor, and Dudley governor. In Septembe^^ 
tbe committee made tbe following report : 

SaliBbary, ISth of 7th mo., 1S1T. 
We, whoso names are subscribed, appointed by tbe honoriH'^ 
ble General Court, May 23d, 1677, baving repaired to Salisbury 
and given notice to all parties to yield tbeir attendance, a fulE 
bearing and plea being allowed to Major Pike and tbe Rev* 
Mr. Wbeelwrigbt, and otbei's of tbe church concerned, we find: 
tbat tbougb tbo original fault charged upon Major Pike was 
not a matter of plain immorality and scandal, yet in the after 
management and prosecution of tbo diflerenco between him- 
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Mlf and Mid Whedwrigfaty pMior, ha htih shown himself too 
litigiout in impeaehiog hia with ao many articles under his 
luuid| tberehy proeoiiog giest distorbsnee to tlie ehnrch snd 
place, and alao mneh contempt of said Wlieelwrigbt's person 
and office, in publicly retorting npon him those words in the 
5th Terse of the 7th chspter of Uatthew, ** Caat oat the benm * 
ete.; and alao of him and the chorch in hia aadden withdraw- 
ing, and with mnch eon tempt refmdog their Jndgment, as 
proved against him— of all which we expect his caiidid ac- 
knowledgment. Neither can we, on the other haml, excuse 
Mr. Wheelwright for his too great precipitancy in prouounciiig 
aiODteoee of excommnnication against said Pike without fur- 
ther trial for repentance, according to the Tote of the church. 
If he repented not, it was an aggravation, in that the oflenco 
wu primarily penMHial, plainly hazarding a breech in the 
cbareh, which sadly came to pass, as was seen in tlie vote of 
eight to seven. 

We cannot but condemn that evil practice of those of the 
ehnreh and town that did endeavor, in their petition to the 
Qooeral Court, to eject Mr. Wheelwright from his ministry, by 
uaerting him to be the caosc of the disturbance, and that bis 
niinlstry had a tendency to inflame the minds of the people 
one against the other — a practice of such dangerous coiuse- 
qneoces, that not only the contrivers, but even those that \Tero 
dnun thereinto, ought to reflect npon with edf-condeuuialiooy 
which we expeet to hear from them. 

We find, also, that those brethren with Major Pike are chmrse- 
able for broach of eommnnlon and a tendency to schism, in 
their ao far espousing that quarrel as to withdraw ; and tliooo 
of Amesbnry aliie faulty, for their particular intcrpositioo ia 
tliat matter which they were not present at the manageiuetit 
of, too much espousing a party rather than seeking i^eaee ia 
the ehnrch ; and therefore do adviM and pray a general miki 
aerions sense of these particulars, in the several parties eoii. 
eemed, and that Mr. Wheelwright and the church do, npo«& tlse 
maj€»r'a eonfession as above, receive him again to their 
mnnion, hoping Mr. Wheelwright and the church wiU 
error of the former traussction, as intimated above, mmI Ua^^ 
ibey all agree together to obtain some other godly and 
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pcnon to assiit their pastor in the work of hUi mlnUtrXi not 
abating his former maiateuauce ainoug theoi. 

(8igucd)y Danirl Dskuon, 

Jos. DUDLVY, 
TllOMAB SilVAUR, 

IIUGU Mason, 
Daniel Fisiibb. 

'fo the honorable General Coart, now tittloff. 

Tho committee appointed to repair to Salisbury to settle 
and compose tho dissensions there, report : 

Having given notice to tho church, and persons coneomod in 
Salisbury, of our iutontiou to bo there on the 12tU of Septem- 
ber lust, to atteud to tho order and comniiHsiou glvou us by 
the lust Court, and accordingly most of us repairing thither 
and convening the luiople and acquaiuting them >vith oar 
commission, and siguifying to them that tlieir dissensions and 
tho disturbances among them wore grievous and scandalous, 
and accordingly advising them to Cliristian composure and 
duo reflection on their lute di8tcmx>cr8, they had full liberty -to 
declare their causes. 

The pastor began by declaring the grounds of Ids proceed- 
ings and tlioHo with him. In lilce manner we heard Major 
Tike and such otliora ns were with him speak freely and fully. 
After which we told tbem they should soon after understand 
our minds and sense, which was delivered to them, whereof 
the annexed is a true copy. 

After reading to the ansembly wo gave copies to both pa^ 
ties for that night's consideration. In the morning, aftor some 
dilUculty in open assembly, we obtained their compliance there- 
in, and a remission of all ofTences mutually, and Mr. \Vheel- 
Wright's and the church's free reception of Miijor Pike into 
their fcllowsliip again, and their resolution, by God's help, to 
bury and forget all past miscarriages, and live and love in tho 
fear of the Lord. (Signed), Daniel Dknison, 

Jos. DUDLKY, 

Thomas Savagk, 
Hugh Mahon, 
Daniel Fisheu. J 
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Ifijor. Applaion irat pmeoti oonaentedy and sigued, but ii 
now absent. J.D. 

Thii return it Mcepted by the Court 

And thus, so far as tbo record shows, we come to an end 
of this notable controversy. Tbo major was reinstated 
in full fellowship with the church ; and, as wo shall see, 
grew in consideration and activity thenceforward. Wheel- 
wright died two years afterward, about eighty-five years 
of age. 
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CHAPTER Xni. 

KINO PniUP*8 WAB. — MAJOR PIKB*8 LinTKRS. — DI8TRB8S Of 
TUR INUAUITAKTd OS TllR FROMTIRR. — UI8 CQABQE8 TO^ 
PUBUC SEUVICRS PROKOUNCRD " VERY LOW,'' 

The period covered by the controversy with Wheel- 
wright was that of **King Philip's War," from 1675 to. 
1677, inclusive, in which Robert Piko seems to have had 
his hands full with the Indians. 

The following letter is without a date, but seems by its 
tenor to have been written in the winter of 1675-76, after 
that remarkable exploit of the Puritans in storming the 
Narragansett fort, in December, 1075, to which he evi- 
dently refers. "When that stronghold of the savages was 
assaulted and destroyed by one of the bravest bodies of 
raw troops that ever undertook a desperate enterprise, the 
Indian wan-iors who escaped fled in every direction, and 
menaced the frontier settlements on all sides. It is to 
these that Major Pike evidently refers as being likely to 
visit the eastern settlements, when he terms them people 
who would be apt to prove "unlovely neighbors." The 
previous letter to which he alludes, as is the case with a 
great many others, is missing. Indeed, all that we have 
may be regarded as but fragments of his correspondence. 
By virtue of his ofHce of sergeant-major, Robert Pike was 
in charge of the military service of Norfolk and Piscata« 
qua counties, and communications with the government 
were thus made through him. This letter was thus a 

Alt 
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>Ter to that of Major Waldron, another citizen command- 
r of the same district. 

To the Owernar and Council, 

Much Honored, — ^Tliese are only to give p cover to Mojor 
tTaldrou'Sy by irhicli all that is new is declared. We bave bad 
otbiog considerable siuoe my last of tbe 6tb instant, save only 
hat at Hampton, on Saturday last, about nine at uigbt, an Ju- 
lian coming from goodman Sleeper's barn towards bis dwell- 
Dg-honse (which were about eight rod asunder), baviug fird 
Q his right hand (in appearance about tbe bigness of an egg) 
^i)d straw under his otber arm, they shot at him abont four 
^ from the house, and he tumbled down, and the straw full 
ifire and blazed up. Tboy say they saw another run away 
between the fire and tbe bam, but no hurt was done. In tbe 
uoniing tbey saw pieces of birch-bark where the Are was, but 
■ound no Indian. We have several men out to-day and ycs- 
enlay after the Indians, to track them in the snow, but I hear 
tot yet of the success of Hampton, Exeter, or Haverhill. . Our 
^isbury men came in Tuesday nigjit, bavlng found no track« 
'ho child at Esoter is found, and is supposed not to have been 
irricd away with Indians. ' No more liurt there but the buru- 
ig of a honso and mill ; but Captain Gilman did not signify 
» me whose it was. We should be very glad to hear how 
tings go about the Karragansetts and the common enemy ; 
lat we, understanding their motion, might bo nblu to conject- 
co what we may expect, for I fear if they seek their winter 
narters eastward we sball find them unlovely neighbors. 
he only wise Qod direct your counsels and motions. 
So prays your bouoiV most bumble servant, 

KoBEKT Pike. 

This day I am informed that Tho. Triky, the ferryman of 
•OTor, is drowned. 

Tho annexed communication is likewise without date, 
at appears to belong to this period : 

Mccn Honored SiR,—Since my fii*st this morning from 
Aptaiu Daniel, now another from Mr. Martin, reqnesting pres- 
it order or help, besides what came In tho morning from Cape 
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Noddiok. I nnderetand that on Lord's Day two were ehot 
down at Wells. Frayi sir, give year proBent direction ae to 
the present exigency, that will admit of no delay. I have or- 
dered from Portsmouth such present relief as thomaelvee Jndge 
may bo spared, which they only desire order for. Aa to the 
Isles of Shoals, iilcase to give your order, which I shall ob- 
serve. As to a present support here, I hope a more ample sup- 
ply will soon bo made. I am, sir, your humble servant, 

KoDERT Pike. 

. [Snpencribed ; "To the honored HiOoivGeoeral Denhwo, theee present, 
at Iptiwicb ; httsle, poMt-hante.'*] 

Tho following document, dated in January, 1677, seems 
to refer to tho services of tho preceding season, as well aa 
those of 1075, tho war having broken out in the early part 
of that year. The testimony is that Major Pike was very 
moderate in his charges for Lis time spent in the public 
service, the officers who examined the accounts testifying 
to their being " very low." The pound at that time was, 
AS we have seen, fixed at four dollars ; so that eighty dollars 
covered the entire charge for ono hundred days* service of 
horse and man, including all *' other expenses and charges.*' 

Jnonary 8th« U7T. 
We, the v^nicers of tlio militia of the town of Salisbury, 
wlioHo names are horoiindcr written, have examined Miijor 
Pilco's bill of oxpenso, and do (lud that ho hath ospondod 
about one hundred days' attoudauco upon tho country sorvico 
sithouce [since] the ludiau war began to this day, horse and 
man, besides other expenses aud charges ; for tlio which we ' 
do allow him twenty pounds, which wo do account very low. 

Tho. Braduury, Captaii^. 

Jdiin Skvkrans, Cornet, 

WlLIJAM BrKWKLL, EllBlgH, 
EpURAIM WlXSLGV, COHStdbU, 

At a General Court held at Bonton the 23d of May, 1677 : la 
answer to tho motion from the committee of militia for the 
town of Salisbury, tho Court Judgeth it meet that the commit* 
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tee of mllliU take Hajor Pike'e aoeoaat, and that it be pre- 
•ented to thoae whom it doth oonijerDi that due satisfaction 
may be made aooordingly. 

Thii it a trne copy, taken ont of the court's records.' 

As attests, Edward KawsoXi Secretary, 

Consented to by the Deputies. 

William Torrey, Clericui, 

Sollsbory, May the 80tb, 1677. 

Much Honored, — ^TheM are only io give cover to the en- 
elosed, having to add only that I shall not be wanting on my 
port, and something more, as to Captain Duniors motion ; for I 
suppose they have power enongh to do that without my order, 
bowever it is done. As to the matter in general, itself speaks 
the necessity of expedition. In all your motions, that the Ouly 
Wise may direct, is the prayer of your honor's most humble 
servant, Roueut Pike. 

Mi^or Waldron may understand that Tom Avery was com« 
mander of the [men] that did the deed. 

The following midnight effusion shows the pressure of 
the duties that lay upon our friend, and discloses tho un- 
happy condition of those early Massachusetts communities 
who were exposed to tho inroads of the savages. They 
were in a state of terror and peril of which wo can have 
but little conception. We see with what steadfast purpose 
the brave and resolute men who were tho breastwork of tho 
threatened massacres stoo*; their ground: 

To the Gwernor and Council, 

BalUbnry, July 8th, ISU. 18 at night 
Much Honored Sir, — After many thanks for your great 
eare of us, and reailiness to assist ns in our danger, whcrehy 
under God we are yet in lieing, which is tho cause of my pres- 
ent address. But all are now gone from us, and not a man 
left, as I am Just now informed, to tho amazement of tho poor 
people and encouragement of tho enemy, who do stand and he- 
bold every matron among us, and will most oertainly and sud* 
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denly Imphiye it, if the Lotd do not beyond an oidinary way 
of reason prevent it. What the causo of the thing it I eaonot 
imagine. For my oi?n part, I dochired myself unto you as Dok 
desirous of putting the country to one farthing of nnnecesaoiy 
exx)eu80, nor would I do it. If any orders be not obsenrsd, I 
hope it lies not in roe. Captain Gerrish came over iritb Cap* 
tain Apploton and Captain WhlpplCi and showed me a eom- 
mission in Captain Appletoii's hand, to bring over a party of 
horse and foot to Join with ours, in case Simon and his crevr 
were here; but if it were ouly a skull&ing party, then to do 
something else, the particulars whereof I do not remember 
Justly. I showed them what intelligence I had, and all (lo* 
dared that Simon was thcro, os far as can bo known by tbo 
woman that know him ; but sho saw not more than ten vH^^ 
him, though more thau that where the mou wore killed. Al^f 
that Simon kuow Jior and called her by her name, whereby 
it is undoubtedly Simou. Captain Appleton expressed somo 
doubt how the wholo party would commodiously proceed \^ 
our woods, the foot not being able to keep to the pace of tho 
horse, nor the horse willing to come to the slow motion of tbo 
foot. I endeavored to remove these scruples. Then Captsiii 
Appleton said ho must refer to his commission ; to which I ^ 
plied, Then the matter must rest upon yourself to determiue 
whether, by what you hear, Simon and his crew be here or no. 
To which (as I rcineuiber) he said ho thought that if it ^'on 
that party, they would not rest with doing such small mat- 
ters; to which I said they may have company enough, though 
it may bo divided for their advantage. 

Then Captain Gerrish proposed coming over with the troop, 
and with ours to range the woods to Haverhill, and so home 
to-day ; to which Captain Appleton said it was too late, bnt 
ho would go up Newbury side as far as Haverhill, and there 
come over; '2d, Captain Gerrish proiiosed letting some of theii 
foot stay, aiul those come homo who are at hand, and can soon 
come over if need. For which I was thankful— not having il 
in my power to deteimiuo anything; but I said, as before, II 
was Simon and his crow, I doubted not; with which Captaii 
Apploton seemed not satisfied. At last, understanding then 
was a ferry at Amcsbury, ho resolved to march np thitheri an< 
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ihne meet with Ensign Greenleaf and his meiii if I \?ould 
wiite to the Ameabury men and bim to meet tbem tbere, and 
•8 farther intelligence should be, so to conclude. But because 
of the weight of the bnsinesS| I went myself to meet tliein ; but 
by reason of the Amosbary men's uureadiuess, as well as £u- 
Biffn Qreenleaf *S| the gentlemen were gone when we came to 
the ferry, and had sent over twenty men. This is the full of 
the case, as far as I know. The enemy still remains, as is 
evideot by every day's intelligence; and the pcoiilo arc shut 
op in garrisons there. Neither do any stir about anything. 
We stand on our defence, though now much discouraged and 
grieved to see ourselves forsaken in such apparent danger; 
bat the Ijord is in heaven, and doth whatuoover plcascth liini. 
Sir, Just as I am writing came the enclosed to mo from 
Amesbury, as also a siguiiication that Sergeant Bolclier is not 
yet gone off by reason of tlieir emergencies. We are by Go(Vd 
help endeavoring this day to find out the enemy in his dismal 
larlcing holes, and to improve the little strength we have to 
tlie utmost ; for wo are kept from our occosious, and must in- 
evitably end miserably if the Lord be not merciful to us by 
driving the enemy away, or sending sumo to be hclpfnl to uh, 
u we have hcli>cd others in the like case, which we humbly 
conceive is no more than Just. The scat of the wiir being now 
ia our eastern parts, if we are driven out it is apparent who 
will go nest. Our humble request is to the honored Council 
that they would be iileascd to take our case into their serious 
consideration, and to afford us some assistance of men, where- 
by we may be enabled to subsist, at least till we see how tho 
Lord will be pleased to determine concerning this wretched 
enemy, or until wo have got in some of our harvest. Wo are 
iu greater danger than is imagined, in consequence of tho 
tbiokness of our woods, that conceal the enemy until he is 
npou us, and makes all our endeavors against them fruitless. 
By present intelligence they seem to be upon Amesbnry, Salis- 
bury, Kxeter, and now, wo hear, at Haverhill, and what will 
be next is with the Lord. The enclosed I have sent your hou- 
orSf whereby it may appear that Simon and his crew, and such 
as bavo been our neighbors, are tho enemy, or at least tho 
guides of them that do oppress us. Humbly leaving our caso 
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Tvith your honoFi aud yoa to the direction of that iDfalli 
Quido and Saviour who alone is perfectly able to do what 
ever plcoseth hlin, I subscribe myself, 

Your bouor's most humble servant, 

BOBERT PiKl 

This letter resulted in a communication from the G 
eral Court to the major-general of the Massachusetts fon 
concerning the fulfilment of his promise to Major Pike 
furnish sufBcicnt force to resist the enemy's head-quart 
at "* Ansebee/' But the result of the application is i 
stated. After this wc havo nothing, more up to the d 
of the war, which ended with the death of Philip in ' 
following month. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

• ■ 

Bosnunr of thb maoutratrs. — appeabanob op party 

l>irFUUUfCRSt— MAJOR PIKB IN FAVOR WITU TUB DEPUTIES. 

Through the years 1678 and 1070 wo only hear of 
Bobert Pike in his appointment as associate justice for the 
Norfolk. County courts, and for that of Dover and Porls- 
moath, his annual election and appointment as Magistrate 
Burning never to have been intermitted from the time of 
Ub first appointment. 

la 1080 he is on the record as Deputy from Salisbury. 
*^ the preceding year the Rev. Mr. "Wheelwright had de- 
parted this life, whence we may infer the necessity that 
^casioned the following petition. The good of society 
^<^niRnded that marriages should not be compelled to await 
J*^e tardy action of the church in settling a new pastor. 
•^t least such was the view of " several " of the people of 
^lisbur}'. According, the following action was taken : 

Several of the inhabitants of the town of Salisbury humbly 
^rave the favor of this honored Court that, considering our 
^iQoteuess from any Magistrate, or auy one iuvostod with 
power to Join persous in manriage, that they would bo pleased 
to appoint some moot person in our town for the end aforesaid. 

Id answer to this motion, the Deputies judge meet that Ma- 
jor Pike bo empowered to solemnize marriage at Salisbury', 
provided one at least of tho parties boiug iuliabitant there, 
and that they bo published accordiug to law, our honored 
Magistrates consenting hereto. 

WlIXXAM TORREY, ChrlcuB, 
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Yet tlie following brief roeord showft that a majority of 
the M2m;istratcs opposed the proposition. Whether this 
was occasioned by their want of sympathy in the case, 
from the circumstance of having themselves long before 
passed the singe of celibacy, or whether it might be the 
lingering remains of prejudice against the belligerent old 
Puritan, on account of his past controversy on iho claims 
of .Uie clergy, and his sinful tendencies toward a common- 
sense view of things, we are loft to conjecturCk . The curt 
rejection of the proposition is thus expressed: 

Jane Sd, iCSO. 
The Magistrates couscut not horoto. 

Edward Rawson, iSecretary. 

What lollows induces us to think there was at this peri- 
od a decided feeling of hostility between the two branches 
of the Legislature. For it will be seen that in the next 
year, when the House assented to a petition of Robert Pike 
of a most reasonable character, the Magistrates again inte^ 
posed their veto, which they offered to forego on the con- 
dition that the same thing he petitioned for should be 
granted to somebody else. This action appears to be in- 
dicative of the Magistrates* opinion that the House of Dep- 
uties were more inclined to favor Robert Pike*8 proposi- 
tions than those of their own particular friends. There is 
plenty of room here for the conjecture that the contest 
over the rights of the Quakers, and involving " civil and 
ecclesiastical liberty "in general, was by no means do^ 
mant, and that a literal report of the debates of those early 
days would afford piquant reading. While a strong con- 
servative force evidently held the field, the House was ap- 
parently at this period on the side of Robert Piko. At 
all events there w<is a sympathy with him, which a certain 
jaunty tone in some of his remarks indicates, that bo felt 
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ha coqM rely upon, in the body to wbich ho belonged. On 
ono occaaioDi as we shall see, ho asks t^e IIouso for a de- 
cision on ono sido or the* other of a proposition of his own, 
intimating that he would be much obliged to them if they 
would not grant his request, which, it would appear, ho 
had preferred merely in the line of his duty. Ho writes 
aa follows : * . 

- Hat it pleasb tiik Honored Court,— These may iuforui 
joa that the oomini«siou grautod to the subscriber for the cuu- 
duct of our troop was uudor the name of the ** Coiiuty Troop 
of Norfolk f* but now two of the towns are gone olf, and the 
county is extiuguUhed. . I am about to seek what is to bo 
done, especially seoiug the Court avo not pleased to rc-cstub- 
lish the county ogain. My huuiblo request, therefore, is that 
this Court will be idcased to let uie know >vhut they further 
expect from me rcspcctiug the remaiudor of the said troop. 

KuuKUT Tike. 

In response to this application it was 

Vot'Od by the Deputies, that the troopers iu those towns re- 
maiuing iu this colony, belonging to the late county of Nor- 
folk, shall be and remain uuder tho command of Major Kobert 
Pike, and that he hath liberty granted him to enlist such into 
Ills said troop as shall be willing to be enlisted out of the 
other towns iu the county of Esses, being iiualiiled according 
to law. 

The Deputies passed this, our houorcd Magistrates consent- 
ing. Per order, Lusha IIutcuin80N. 
Jane 1st, lOSl. 

Ilere comes the bluff dissent: 

Not consented to by the Magistrates. 

Edward Hawso^ , Scci'etarif, 

Then comes the conditional consent : 

jQue 8d. lOSl. 

' The Magistrates consent hereto, provided that Captain Wil- 
liam Browne have the like liberty of enlisting to make up his 
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• ofBoen, ^^ 
at are al* '^ 



troop in Salem to tlie nnmber of sixty-foor, besides 
and that tho«e that do eulist in those troops be such 
ready oulistod in any other troop : their brethren the Deputies 
hereto oonsentiug. Edwabd RaW80N| Seontwrff, 

The Deputies consent Juno 2d, lOdl. 

Per ordori Eusiia lIUTcniNSON.- 

But the animus of tho Magistrates is still more clearly 
seen in their action in refusing to rectify a littlo wrong, 
ivhich tho major refers to in tho following letter. • The 
House grants his petition, and then comes tho record: 
**Tho Magistrates consent nof Then tho document is 
sent up to tho Governor, and it comes back with his ap- 
proval and tho Magistrates* concurrence. Tho petition fol- 
lows : 

To the llouored General Court now aitting at Boaton, October 14/A, 

IGdh 

May it plkasu you to understand,— That iu or abont 
tho year 1C77, in answer to a niotiou of the militia of the town 
of SulUhury, this Court wei'o pleased to pass an order for a 
duiumissiou tu uxauihie and allow tho accouuts of your suppli- 
ant, tho subscribor horuof ; which they acoordiugly did, and al- 
lowed him twenty pounds, as by the said bill, dated the 8th of 
January, 1677, may appear. And the said, bill was dellyered to 
tho constable for the satisfying of so much of his then rates to 
the country } and tho coustablo brought it to the honored Mr. 
Hull, tho theu treasurer. The treasurer, supposing it ahould 
have fii-st boon approved by some other committee before he 
could allow it, or that this honored Court should declare their 
own intention about it, it was luft with the treasurer by the 
constable, and could not for some time be found. By that 
means your subscriber is in danger of paying the money again, 
unless relieved by this Court. 

It is therefore tho humble request of your suppliant that this 
honored Court will be pleased so to order that, he may have 
the benefit of the said order, and so grant an issue of Ihat troa- 
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blitt.and dAiiger ; aod he ehally at in dnty bonnd, always pray 
fiir your prosperity. Yoor honors' most humble servant, 

BOBEBT PlKB. 

' October STth, 1681. 

The Depnties hare voted that the i>etitlonor be paid this 
twenty, ponnds by the tTeasarer, aud desire bur honored Mag- 
istrates^ eonsent hereto. William Torrby, C/eHciia. 

Tlie Bfaglstrates eonsent not hereto. 

Edward Rawson, Secretary, 

This being presented to the Qovornor and Magistrates, the 
18th Oetober, 1682, they consented to the Deputy vote fur pay« 
ment. As attests, Edward Kawson, Seaxtartf, 

Consented to by the Deputies. 

WiLUAM TORRCY, ClcHcttS, 

And so ends the absurd animosity. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

AMUSING PROSECUnOX OF MAJOR PIKX FOR TIOLATIHO THB 
0ABBATU.-— SLRCTED A8 ASSISTANT.— TROOP PJBTlTIOVt. 

« 

An amusing incident in Robert Pike's life occora about 
this period Tlie following brief notice of it is extracted 
from the records of the County Court, under date of Maj 
4 th, 1080: 

Blajor Robert Pike, upon liis presentment, convicted by evft^ 
donoo for profauiug the Sabbath, is fined ten shillings iu money, 
and to pay costs and fees eight shillings. 

Here is this pious man, Magistrate, member of the church 
and of the General Court, whose, whole life is a savor o( 
godliness and a testimony to his righteousness, suddenly 
found among the registered culprits, for the heinous offence 
of profaning the Lord's Day. 

An examination brings the following curious details to 
light, from papers on file among the records of the court : 

Tlie testimony of Henry liohy, who saitb: That being at the 
house of Major Piko, at Sulisburyi the Satunlay before the 
Court of AfisiHtants in March last, Nehoiuiah Partridge called 
at tbe bouse of Major Pike after sunset a good wbilo, as bo wai 
going to Hampton, and among otbor tbings tbat the majoi 
asked bim, bo told him that his brotbor, Ed. Gove, was gone 
toward Doston, or that way, for bo parted with bim at Ipswich, 
He fnrtbur said tbo ways woro so rotten already with the thaw, 
*that if it continnod till Monday it would be almost impossibh 
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to get to Botton in two daji. This pot us on a strait wbat 
to do, ieariDg Qove would get liis busioess over before we 
shonld come Ibere ; and the resolution was only to go to New- 
bury a Lord's Day night, that so the danger of the bridge and 
ferry might be seeured, which thing we did. 

I do further testify, that though it was pretty late ere Mr. 
Burrows ended his afternoon's exorcise, yot did the uinjor stay 
till, in Mrs. Stockman's [his daughter's] houso, repetition of 
both forenoon and afternoon's sornions was over, and tho du- 
ties of the day concluded with prayer ; and after a little stay, 
to be sure the sun was down, then we mounted, and not till 
then. The sun did indeed set in a cloud, and after we were 
mounted I do remember tho ninjor spake of lightning up wliuro 
the sun set; but I saw no sun. It was, as 1 reinenibur, as we 
passed the street between Kphruim WiuHluy's and Captain 
Bradbury's, but it was qniclily gone and no appearuuco of it, 
but began to grow darliish or duskish by tlio time that wo 
got to the bridge. 

8woru tho 3d May, 1G80, before mo. 

Bamukl Dalton, 
Ouc of tho Couucil of U. M^h Viov, of N. U. 

Ephraiin Winslcy swears : 

The depo9ition ofEpkraim WiHaUyj who saith : That I did soe 
Major Bobert Pike ride by my house towanls the ferry upon 
the Lord's Day. As I did apprehend, tho sun was about lialf 
an hour high at evening, and it was the beginning of March 
lost past, the sun at that time shining. 

Sworn in conrt held at Ipswich, 30 (1), 1G80. 

Bobert Lord, Ckrl\ 

» 

Comet Jo. Sevemos, upon oath in court held at Ipswicli, 
the 4th of May, 1680, tcstiQed to the truth of what is above 
•worn unto by Ephraim Winsloy. 

As attests, Rodert Lord, Clerk. 

And now Stephen Tong or Tongue, the Quaker, appears, 
and telis us what lie saw : 
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^ • lUy um ad« teso. 

The affiifnation af Stephei^ Tong, Cfftd 40 yean or tkerttihoHt: 
I do afflrtUi aud am roudy to duiioBei tbat I did see the Major 
Pike wbeu he took horse that day that he wont toirard Boa. 
ton (08 was Haid) in Maroh last, and I do affirm that it was 
abont sunset. . The sun did indocd sot in a clond, and a little 
after the major was mounted there appeared a light where the 
sun went down, which soon vanished again, possibly half a 
quarter of an hour. But not cxpectiug anything about it, did 
not take exact notice; but am quite sure they that spoke of 
half an hour do grjcatly miss it. All which I am ready to tes- 
tify, as witucis my mark, O* 

Such is the story of this wiclccd inan*8 oflcDce. It was 
March. Tlio roads were breaking .up and the streams ris- 
inj5, or, us a witness deposed, " tho ways were rotten/' and 
tho ferry had to bo passed. It was tho Lord*s Day. * Tho 
major had attended church forenoon and afternoon, And 
heard two scnuons from tho Ilev. Mr. Burrows. Both dis- 
coursoft had been reviewed and prayerfully considered in 
the family of Lis favorite daughter, Sarah Stockman, where 
ho appears at that timo to havo been staying, ho Laving 
lost his wife tho previous November ; and tho pious old 
Puritan had finiihed tho day with tho customary' evening 
prayers. Urgent business called him and his friend to 
Boston, usually a two days' journey, but not to bo accom- 
])lished now, in that spring time, unless the road to the 
ferry and the foaming Merrimack were safely passed the 
night before starting on tho journey. Tho holy day was 
over at sunset. To escape the darkness of tho coming 
night, the two friends waited impatiently for tho going 
down of the sun. A cloud was on the western horizon ; 
the sun fell behind it ; the light had departed. Should 
this. bo deemed a constructive sunset? Robert thought it 
might, aud started with his companion. But, as ill luck 
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would have it, as they passed Ephraim Winsley's lioaso a 
few minutes later, a little gleam appeared on tbe licrizoii 
for an instant, just as the departing god of day finally sunk 
out of sight behind tbe Amesbury bills. 

Tbe wicked Ephraim ! lie it w,xb who was at the bot- 
tom of the subsequent scandal. lie had a grudge against 
the major, and now was his chance to be avongcd. Malice 
kindled in his heart as he saw how ho coald take advan- 
tage of his neighbor*s indiscretion. Wo will show what 
ground we have for this judgment upon the wicked 
Ephraim. 

In the old Norfolk County court records, under date of 
12th of 2d month, 1653, appears this record: "Lieutenant 
Pike entered his dissent to Samuel Winslcy serving on the 
jury.** 

Again, eleven years afterward, in 1664, we find this en- 
try on the books of the court : " Samuel Wiusley, plaintiff, 
against Captain Robert Pike, defendant, in an action of 
appeal from a judgment of the Selectincn of Salisbury, in 
a case of replevin for undue impounding of his cattle, etc. 
Plaintiff withdraws the appeal.'* 

Now here is a plain case of hostility running through 
eleven years ; first Pike versus Winslcy, then Winslcy wr- 
ms Pike. But Samuel has grown old, and now Ephraim 
appears, and it is yet again Winslcy versus Pike, Of 
course we infer that Ephraim is the son, and that it is the 
old grudge breaking out in a new place. With such ease 
do we establish our supposition that this prosecution did 
not result from any sacred impulse, but was the fruit of a 
malevolent heart. 

In the year 1683 Robert Pike was elevated from his 
place in the House to the post of " Assistant" The Board 
of Assistants conformed in its general character to the 
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present Councily only with more anthority. It waa fron 
this body that the governors were generally ohosen. Tboi 
elected to it were usaally taken from among the men 
grave and substantial of the Deputies, and the tenure <k 
their office was practically more permanent than that o: 
the more popular body, liobcrt Pilce eontinued to h 
elected Assistant until his final retirement from publio ai 
fairs in 1G05-G, when he had attained tlie age of fooi 
score years. 

In 1084 we come upon some further signs of hostilit 
of the Magistrates. Major Pike was now near sevent; 
but he still figures as the active commander of his el 
troop of horse, of which he was captain a quarter of a cc 
tury before. 

As we have seen, some new adjustments of county lin 
had lost him a portion of his troop, and he again potitio 
for the action of the General Court to make sabstitutio 
or let him know their pleasure, whatever it is. But i 
Magistrates are again found a hinderance. He recitoa t 
whole case in the communication which follows, and final 
succeeds in securing definite action upon it : 

To the JJonorcd Oeneral Court now Bitting in Bo8toHf Majf 10 

1684. 

May it plcaso your houors to remember, tbat bIiico the gre 
cbauge of anuira eastwaixl, in cousoqnonce of the towns < 
Hampton and Exeter being taken from tbe county, iu wLi 
two towns a great part of tbo troop of Norfolk did roside,! 
affairs of tbe remaining part of tlie B4iid troop bave been se 
eral times under oousideratiou iu tbis court ; and once an ( 
dur was given for tbe making up of tbe said troop out of ti 
next adjacent towns on tbo otber side of tbe Merrimack Rivi 
Tbis bas been siuco altered by ordering tbcm to bo a troop 
tbemselvcs, under conduct of Captain Dummer, so tbat t 
said troop of Norfolk remains broken. 
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For the repairing thereof application waa tills seaslon made 
to thia honored Coort for these three things, namely, that 
Hi^or Pike may remain their conductori as before ; 2, that tbo 
troop may be made up out of the three towns on the north 
side of the Merrimack ; 3, that they may not, in their ordinary 
exercise, be constrained to go over the river; which request 
of theirs is by the honored Blaglstratos uculed ; which neces- 
sarily occasions me to request a further explanation of your 
meaning in yonr vote, so that I may not bo accounted a traus- 
gressor in your service, either in doing or not doing, namely, 
ir bother yonr meaning be that there shall be no troop, or that 
it shall be no bigger, or that it shall not bo conducted by Major 
Pike ; which resolution will much oblige. 

Your humble servant, Koueut PiKi£. 

And I shall faithfully give you my sense of the case, as in 
duty I am bound. 

May lOtb, 1GS4. 

In answer to this motion of Major Robert Pike, it is ordered 
by this Court, that Mnjor Pike is allowed to enlist so many 
men for troox>ers, out of the three foot companies of Haverhill, 
Salisbury, and Amcsbury, in proportion to the numbers of the 
said companies, as to make the troop forty-eight mcu, besides 
officers, provided this troop bo under command of Mujor Hub- 
ert Pike for their captain ,* and Major Pike is ordered to pre- 
sent to the next session of this Court the names of other com- 
missioned oiQcers to complete the said troop. 

And in enlisting the said addition out of the foot companies, 
this Court doth dispense with all qualificatious of the persons 
in point of paying the country rate, provided they be other- 
wise qualified with ability of body and sufficient horse and 
arms* 

The Magistrates have passed this, their bi-othren the Depu- 
ties hereto conseuting. 

Edward Rawson, Secretary. 

Consented to by the Deputies* Per order, 

JoiCN Laffin. 
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CHAPTER XVL 

POPULAR AND R0YAU8T PARTIE8. — FALL OF POPULAR GOV- 
EKNMRirr IN MA88ACIIU8KTT8. — REVOLUTION OF 1688.— 
ROBERT PIKE*8 APPOINTMENT AS ONE OF TUB OOUMCIL Of 
SAFETY.— MORE INDIAN DEPREDATIONS AND MURDSB8.— 
LETTERS OF MAJOR PIKE. 

Tub scmi-rcpublican PuritaQ colonics in New England, 
irliich had flourished under Cromwell from 1660 to 1660, 
began, soon after the restoration of Charles IL, in the lattei 
}xar, to bo the subjects of harassing examination and treat 
xoent hy the home goveniment. All sorts of annoyances 
oppressions, and exactions were practised, the natural ro 
3ult of which was the creation of parties in the colonies 
The creatures and instruments of arbitrary power mad; 
their appearance in the virgin colony of Massachusetts Bay 
The lines between the popular party, and the royalists oi 
the party of prerogative and arbitrary power, grew gradu 
ally more and more distinct as the years rolled by. Befon 
the end of twenty years the distinction became as appar 
cnt and as generally recognized as that between, the same 
parties immediately anterior to the revolution of 1775 ; anc 
the divisions then were upon the same general principles a 
in the latter era. 

In this division of parties we of course know whero tc 
look for Robert Pike. Dr. Palfrey, in his " History o] 
New England," thus testifies : 

Of tho popular party, Danforth, the deputy governor, a mac 
of eiLcoUuut abilities aud virtue, was the acknowledged beoil 
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107iUiliim were Gookio, Nonrelli Saltonstalli Ricliards, and oth- 
ers among the HagUtratoii and namoroos prominent names 
among the Depnties, as Cook| Brattle, Hathome, Wait| Hatch- 
insoo, and Pike. 

On the other side were the crowd of parasites who al- 
ways tlirong abitut the footstool of power, with able and 
unscropulons men for leaders, such as Stoughton, Brad- 
street, Dudley, Denison, and Randolph. As in more mod- 
em times, some were weakly conscrvativo, and some wick- 
edly so. As the representatives and favorites of the des- 
potic ruler at home, they were, of course, a most formidable 
party. In those early days of resistance to kingly power, 
it was no holiday work to engage in persistent hostility to 
them. Yet such was the necessity of the popular party ; 
and it was kept up in one form and another, until the 
whole fabric of popular government fell before the blows 
of the oppressor. The claims of arbitrary power grew 
more and more imperious, until at length thoy culminated 
in the abrogation of the Massachusetts Charter in 1G84, 
and popular government in Massachusetts ceased to exist. 

During this period we have found Robert Pike success- 
fully contesting the arrogant claims of clerical domination. 
That he was as active on the political field we cannot 
doubt; it is a necessary inference from his character and 
the position he occupied. But the records are not full 
enough to enable us to measure the precise degree of this 
activity. We learn from a note in Mr. Palfrey's history 
(vol. iii., p. 275) that Robert Pike, in 1672, is found ad- 
vising Robert Mason in regard to his claims to New llamp- 
ahire, made before the British Privy Council. He seems 
to fear that Mason will make some concession that is in- 
jarious, and proposes that the General Court act in aid of 
Mason, in order to prevent it. In his proposal to Mason, 
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whicli, it Bcoms, is preserved among the colonial papem ii 
the State -paper Office in London, he begs him (Mason 
''not to proceed" in a "treaty with his Majesty about tb 
surrender of the estate." We find in this brief record ai 
evidence of the busy hand of the Deputy from Salisburj 
trying to thwart the enemies of Massachusetts in their effortfl 
and his characteristic manner of doing justice to others. 

But when all measures had proved insufficient, and a] 
efforts had failed, in this long contest of four-and-twent; 
years, to preserve the rights and liberties of Massachusettfl 
the heroes of the contest on the popular side were force< 
into temporary retirement Spiritual and civil tyrann; 
were for a brief period in the ascendant From May 
1680, to April, 1680, arbitrary power, in the persona o 
Dudley and Andros, bad entire sway over Massachusetts 
The people were robbed by a corrupt band of officers, wh< 
made no end of their plundering exactions. And ther 
was no remedy. The General Court was suppressed, an( 
the courts of law were the new instruments of tho tyran 
ny which held the people captive. But the revolution o 
1688 took place in England, and that of 1680 quickly fol 
lowed in Massachusetts. The people rose and dispo8sesse< 
the knaves who had rifled their pockets and trodden thei 
rights under foot Prudence forbade the execution o: 
justice upon these great offenders, and they escaped tb< 
penalty due to their crimes. 

On the overthrow of Governor Andros, a provisions 
government was extemporized. The representatives of th< 
popular party in 1686 were recalled, to assume control ii 
1680. A Committee of Safety was formed, and Rober 
Pike was appointed one of its members. . The govcmmen 
was afterward speedily reconstructed, and then he was re 
instated in his old place as Magistrate and Assistant I 
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jadieioot winnowing took plltce in constituting the new 
goverament, but Robert Pike was retained, and Goyernor 
2 Hntchinson afterward testified to the great merit of the 
selections made.* 

In the summer of the first year of the new adminbtra-r 
tion the Indian depredations and murders broke out af resh, 
and to these the following letters refer : 
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PorlBmoQth, June SSLh, 16S9. 
Major Mc^ert Piko : 

HoNOBKD Bui|— -Herewith we send yon an account of the 
Indians surprising Cocheoha this morning, which wo pray you 
i immediately to post away to the lionorable the Governor and 
^ Council in Boston, and forward our request for present ossist- 
f. ancCi wherein the whole country is immediately concornod. 
■- We are, sir, your most humble sorvants, 

RicuAKD Martyn, 
^ Wiu.iAM Vaugiian, 

Richard Waldron, Jr., 
Tiio. Oraffort, 
Sam. Wentworth, 
Ruu. Hull, 

PiL SlURKT. 

^ [BnpsrsernMd i ^ To the honorsd UAjor Robert Pike, at Sallsbary t bAtte, 
poti-liattt.**] 

The account referred to follows : 

FortsmoQth, Jane SStb, 190$, About 8 o'clock in the morntog. 
Just now there came ashore liero from Cochccha John Ham 
And his wife, who went home last night (they living within a 
mile of Hi^or Waldron), and about break of the day, going up 
the riyer in a oanoe, they hoard guns fired, but notwithstanding 
proceeded to land at Mnjor Waldron's landing-place, by which 
time it began to be light. Thou they saw about twenty In- 
dians near Mr. Cofiln's garrison, shooting and shouting, and as 

* Hutchinson says :' ** The twcnty-cight councillors appointed un- 
der the new t^me in 1002 were persons of tho best character in 
the se?eral parts of the colonics.** 
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many more aUont Hlohard Oiis's «nd Thomas Palne'a. They 
saw their way clear to Mi\)or Waldron'8| where they intended 
immediately to Bocure themselves ; hut coming to the garrison, 
and calliog and knocking, they received no answeri yet si|ir a 
light in one of the chamborsi and one of them says that, look- 
ing through a crook of the gate, he saw sundry Indians with- 
in the garrison. He snpposod they had murdered Mijor Wal- 
dron and his family, and thereupon thoy determined to make 
an escape, which they did, and met with one of Otis's sons, 
who also escaped from his father*!} garrison, informing us that 
his father and the rest of the family were killed. Quickly 
after the Indians sot sundry houses on fire. This is all the ac- 
count we have at prosout, which hoiug given in a surprise may 
admit of some alteration ; but doubtless the men of those fam- 
ilies at or about Cochccha ai^e destroyed. 
The above account was related to me. 

RiciuRD Waldiion, Jr. 

To the Governor and Counelh 

BalUbury, Juno S8tb, 16S0. About, noon. 

Much IIonoiuco,— After due respect, these are only to give 
your honors the sad account of the last night's providence at 
Cochccha, as by tlie enclosed the particular whereof ai'e awful. 
The only wise Qod, who is the keeper of Israel, that neither 
slumberuth nor slcepetli, is pleased to iiermit what ia done. 
Possibly it may be either better or worse than this account 
reuders it ; as soon as I can gut more intelligence, I shall, God 
willing, speed it to your honors, praying your speedy order or 
advice in so solemn a case. 1 have despatched the intelligence 
to other towns, with advice to look to themselves. I shall not 
be wanting to serve in wliat I may : should have waited on 
your honors ore now, had I been well. 

I sliall not now come, except by you commanded, till this 
bustle bo abated. Tliat the only wise Qod may direct all 
your weighty ullaii'Si is the prayer of your honors' most bumble 
servant, Koueut Pike. 

[Superscribed : '*To the ranch honored Simon Bradstrcet, Esq., Governor, 
and the honored Conucil uow iUting at Buotou, thcso present wilh all 
tpeod ; haste, post*hA8te."] 

*' ItocciTed about twelve at nl^ht, upon Friday Jane SSth.** 
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SAlltbory, Jane 80tb, 1669. 19 at niffht 
' Much Hokorkd,— By my last to yon the Inst night, I gavo 
your hoaon the aeose of the country about tho prosout oom- 
notion alter these cruel murders; and intended your honors no 
farther trouble in the case till I hod received jrour pleasure 
theroiui and till I had seen who would have moved off the lost 
night and this morning. There was an account given of con* 
alderable numbers liltoly to go. 

Mr. Vaughan being with luo this night at Salisbury, and de- 
siring the conveyance of the enclosod, and hearing also that 

Captain was to come down, have taken occabion to trou« 

ble your honors before I am able to give you that account I 
expected. I foar, by what I Just now hoar, that tho design 
is in a great measure obstructed| if it be true that we hear, 
namely, that sixty men intending to go from Ipswicli as volun- 
teers refused, in consequence of M^Jor Appleton's impressing 
some of them. I would hope it is not so, the rather because 
if it be true, as Thomas Palue reports, namely, that about thir- 
ty miles off there is a pond or lake, with several islands in it, to 
which they may resort with their plunder, and leave it secure ; 
and from whence thoy can go to tho [Hudson f] river or any- 
where. But I hope, seeing they are Pcnacook and Eastern In- 
dians, they may not go to that lake, but to their own country ; 
but it is with the Lord. But which way soever they go, de- 
lays are hazardous. I have not to add but my prayers to the 
Almighty for your direction, and that I am your honors' most 
humble servant, Robert Pikb. 
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CHAPTER XVIL 

ROBERT PIKB*S CORRESPONDKNCE.— INDIAN MASSACRES AT TH! 
EAST.— COMPLAINTS FROM MAJOR PIKE OF TUK XN1CFFICIBB 
CY OF TIIE AUTU0RITi£l3« 

The timo between 1080 and 1089 is regardod as a.hii 
tus in the Massacbusctts governmont^ of wbich no officii 
notice was taken in tbo proceedings of tbo now Rdministn 
tion. The following letter sbows one of the phases of r 
construction under tbo new regime : 

The return of the, troop of SaUahury, JlaverhiUf and Jmeibury 
the honored General Court or Council now Bitting in BoBUm^ Jn 
22(7,1089. 

:May IT PLEASE YOUR IIONORS, — In obedienoo to and po 
Buance of tbe order of coui*t requiriDg the present state of tl 
militiai our troops, by orclor, did meet at llaYerhiU the Hi 
iustaut for tbo oud aforesaid, or as many as tbe distractions c 
tbo times would permit. Tbe troop upon the new list appea 
ed to be about 54, of wbich were wanting at that time 17 : c 
Sulisbury, 7; of Haverhill, 7; and of Amesbury, 3. It wi 
tborcforo propounded fairly whether we should proceed t 
nomination or stay longer, and it was agreed to proceed, onl 
to defer it till the afternoon, tbat it might be done with a) 
possible deliberation. Accordingly, in the afternoon we moanl 
ed, drew up into a ring, and desired them to briug their vote 
to me in the middle, which thing they did, our mi^or beiu] 
present, in whoso presence the votes wore openly told, whicl 
were as fullowoth : 

First Yotcs for a lieutenant wore 31 ; of which for Mr. Simo: 
Wainwright were 29. \btes for a cornet wore 31 ; of which fo 
Mr. Richard Hubbard were 23, for Mr. Peter Ayrea were i 
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Vote fbr qnftrtermoBter: ]£r. Peter Ayrea 19, for Jacob Mor- 
reU13. 

Elected by the mt^ior vote : Mr. Wainwrigbti lieatenant ; 
Mr. Hubbardy cornet ; Mr. Ayree, qaartermaster. 

All was done and carried on without so much as one word 
of contest or controversy. It is now our humble request to 
your honors to signify your allowance thereto, and to order 
their commissions accordingly, except you see reason to the 
contrary. In submission to all which I take leave to subscribe 
myself, Your honors' most humble servant, 

RoBEHT Pike. 

By virtno of the aforesaid order, finding myself to have com- 
mission dated from the year 1C83 [1686], do take it to be iu force 
the 12th of May, 1686 [1689], and upon that account pass for 
captain of the troop till your honors declare the contrary. 

The following, without date, appears to belong to this 
period. It exhibits the detail of scrvico performed, and 
gives the names of those who were on duty ; interesting,* 
perhaps, in a genealogical point of view, if in no other. 
It shows the active old trooper of seventy-three years still 
ready to lead his men in pursuit of their savage foe. 

Much Honored Sir, — In obedience to your command I have 
given out my warrants.for impressing, and order our rendezvous 
at Haverhill, Wednesday, where I now am, to attend their ap- 
pearance. I received your order Tuesday, between four and 
five in the afternoon, and have now sent those that are come, 
who are as in this list ensuing. Per your humble scrvaut, 

Robert Pike, Sr., Major, 

Tk$ lift cif the NafMM cif the Soldiere eent to Marlborough from Norfolk and 

Piecataqua. 

fiSoZiifrury.— John Carter, Bphralm Browne, Abra. Browne, Thomas 
Clongh. 

Ameeburjf,^John Weed, Joseph Larg, Frnncls Watnwright 

Hampton.— Mr. John Staoiau, Thomas Cram, Caleb Perkins, John Hng- 
fent, Jacob Garland, Abra. Chose, John Pbilbrick, John Palmer. 

HaverhUL'Samixel Watts, Thomas Dtiston, Joseph Bond, John Jonsoii, 
John Clement. 

/\>rtsinott^— Hnbert Blattoon, John Lewis, James Joans, Robert Ilinkt- 
auu), John King, William Willy, James Bracket, Philip Curtty. 
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Honored Sir, — ^It is now Thnnday mornlDgi and there is 
yet wantlngi of wbat my worrauta required, one retomed abort 
frpra Portsmoutli; no retnra yot from Exeter, ooly odo man 
come, three more expected, according to warrants; firom Dover 
no return yet, wbence eight are expected, according to warrant. 

I was not willing to retard the march of these present, bat 
intend to send the others after as soon as they appear, wbo are : 
From Dover, 8 ; from Portsmouth, 1 ; from Exeter, 3. In all 12. 

I have ordered Mr. John Stnuiau and Samuel Watts to oon- 
duct this party to your honors. 

To the Governor and Council, 

Salisbury, Julj SOth, IGSOi. 

May it please Vour Honors,— Just now came the enclosed 
from Captain Shorborue, and I seut a copy thereof immediate* 
ly to Mr. John March of Newbury, whose motion was this day 
expected to Haverhill, whoro they expected to meet with some 
from your parts, and go immediately for Pcnicook ; on which 
design divers of our town and others wore prepared to go with 
them, whom wo expected over this morning according to agree- 
ment But instead thereof, just now two Haverhill men are 
come from him, who say that, by means of some discourage- 
ment from Haverhill, all is knocked in the head. I asked wbat 
discouragement it was, aud they said that March, sending bis 
brother to Haverhill for intelligence of their forwardness, Mr. 
Wainwright told him it was not approved of by their town, 
nor by the major nor himself; nor were any others to come 
there from other places, nor none out of their town. So by 
two or three sorry fellows the design is retarded. 

I doubt not but the account of the slaughter at Saco is come 
to your hands, aud that at Sagadahock, on Lord's Day, 28th in- 
stant, came a letter to mo and Captain Church, from Ports* 
mouth, signifying that the provinco forces had their rendez- 
vous at Newichwaunock on Wednesday, the 13th instant, and 
that at the news of the slaughter aforesaid at Saco, Mi^or 
Frost and Captain , parting from the rest, went east- 
Ward to those parts. Captain WiucoU and the rest, about 160 
or 170, on the 2Cth instant passed over a brook for Piqueacket, 
and from thenci- sent back the horses by thirteen men, deisir-'. 
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Lig ihem to be tliere again with proYlBions on Wednesday} and 
they weie in the mean while to go to the Indian head-quarters 
on the east of the pond. The Portsmouth men desired from 
ns some men to have made their oonvoy stronger ; hut, hy 
reason of the suddenness of the xequesti and the present mo- 
tion to Penicooki and some of our men being now at Haverhilli 
we eonld afford them none. And now, all that design being 
qnashedi is very grievous to all with ns, and looked upon as a 
sad omen, with Wells next. God only kuows I thought it but 
my duty to give your honors notice speedily. People in these 
solemn oases think I say much. The Lord uuito your counsels 
and the people's hearts, which are extremely put out of frame, 
that we may be a people saved of the Lord, though a people 
that destroy ourselves. 

I am your honors' most humble servant, 

Hubert Pike. 

The bearer hereof says that there is yet hope, if encouraged 
by yonr houors : his reasons, or what else necessary, ho will bo 
present with yon to inform you. 

The foregoing letter exhibits an impatience of the inac- 
tion of the central authority in affording no succor to tho 
aorcly tried and greatly menaced settlements of tho eastern 
frontiers. Tho writer^s confession that people think ho is 
nndaly active in his complaints, will meet with tho sympa- 
thy of the reader, who will not join in such criticism. It 
was not a time for reserve, and yet wo see by his closing 
sentence that, while he struggles hard with his condemna* 
tion of tho want of efficiency manifested^ ho controls its 
expression within respectful bounds. 

The following letter of Captain Sherborne is the one re- 
ferred to as enclosed : 

UamptOQ, Julj SOth, 1680. 
Mq/wPike: 

8iR|-*-These are to inform yon that this last night there 

came news to me fh>m Exeter, that one of Philip Cromwell's 

sons came yesterday from Oyster Hiver, where were twenty In- 
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dians aoeD, and seyeral Louses burning. Abont twenty Eng- 
lish Issued out to beat them off. Many guns were heard go off, 
but as he came away while it was adoiug, we have not aa yet 
any account of what harm there is done. We thank yon for 
your core about our oouToy, although no help could be p:!o- 
curod. But a few could be procured with us, the notice wss 
so sudden, but those that are gone wont yesterday, when it 
was almost night. They were willing to stay no longer. 
When I have account further from Oyster River I will send it 
to you. Not else at present. From your friend, 

Samuel SiiERnoBMB. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

A LRTBB OF SUPPUCATtON, IM8TRUCTI0K| AND REPROOF. — * 
ALARMUra DAHOER FROM TUB SAVAGES. — NEW IIAMP8II1RR 
AFFAIRS. — BXTRAOTS FROM A LBTTER OF NATUAKIEL WBARR. 

Wx have an<^Ucr midnight letter, vrritten under appall- 
ing eircumstances. A neighboring settlement has been de- 
stroyed, and nineteen persons butchered or taken captive. 
Major Pike's own town has been stripped of its fighting 
' men, and no aid is coming. The savages are in great 
force in the vicinity, and the inhabitants are informed by 
• a captured Indian that it and three neighboring towns are 
\ marked for speedy destruction. No wonder the writer says 
' the consternation is such that ** he dare not move, nor hard- 
V ly to stay.** Thc^ wolf is at his unguarded door, and it is 
almost equally unsafe to stay and await his attack or to 
sally forth and face him single-handed. But there seems 
to be a determination to meet the worst, whatever that 
may be, and no horror can be greater than that of the ap- 
prehension that the town is to bo sacked by savages while 
it is yet filled with helpless women and children. 

But in the midst of this awful prospect our friend sits 
down at midnight and coolly pens a letter, in which de- 
scription, satire, complaint, and appeal are about equally 
blended. The writer evidently longs to apply some Bible 
- texts he has in his mind to the authorities who have neg- 
I Iccted and are neglecting their duty at this fearful juncture. 
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but Le roprcssofl his dosiro, and only rof en them t6 Solomon 
generally. We have to leave the Bnbjeet in the doad in 
which ho has purposely enveloped it It is only plain that 
he does not feel at liberty to express that degree of een* 
sure which he would like to bestow. 

To the Gotemar and CoundL 

SalLsbniT, September ISth, 19», It $i night. 

Much Honored Sirs, — My homble service premised, with 
that of the re&t of oar militia and all our iuhahitants, these 
rude and hasty lines are once more to revive our former ad- 
dress and supplication, which lies liofore you, for some relief of 
men iu our de^poruto condition. Wo are a frontier towDi that 
lies as open to danger as any in the country. We have had 
some killed iu it, besides great loss of corn and hay, for want of 
help to save it. When I waited oh your honors on this acooonft 
you wore ploaied to tell me that when the army did go forth 
we should have what help we desired, and that iu the mean* 
while the men of the regiment would relieve ns. But we found 
the contr(iry, for instead of sending homo our six men that had 
been long in garrison at Ilaverhili, or any other, there was or- 
dered a press of eleven more out of our town ; so that there 
are seventeen taken out of our towA, and are kept at Haver* 
hill. These are, as I am informed, a fourth part of our service- 
able men. We need uino constautly, which is too little, hot 
not so much as one nmn has looked after ns, at which there is 
great discontent and perplexity. For some redress we sent to 
Haverhill on Thursday last, but Mnjor Saltonstall and Captain 
Noyes being both at Cambridge, we lost our labor and almost 
our patronco also. The solemn news this evening from Oys* 
ter River not only startles hut almost iftstracts us, to see on^ 
selves BO neglected when the very stroke is ready to fall upon 
us, and Our siUall help taken from us by those that should 
endeavor our preservation. I have daily occasion to take no- 
tice of Solomon's observation of oppression, and that upon 
wise men. 

Our humble request is unto your honors once more^that we 
may bo presently relieved with about forty men, if possible. 
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If it be not poiiiblOi then tbat yon would please to order our 
own men to be with ue. We do not iatend tbat we would 
luTO them releasedi but tbat they may serve the oonntr>; here 
till necessity !M>mmands them off. The captive reports that 
our four towns are inteuded to be destroyed by themselves this 
'week or the next; and skulking rogues are daily seen in our 
towns that do observe all things. 

The account that we have concerning Oyster Kivcr is, that 
about an hour after the soldiers were marched out of tho gar- 
zisoni and six or seven were gathering corn, the Indians came 
and killed tbemi and then took the garrison. They bonnd a 
"womtukf while they cut her husband in pieces while alive ; took 
lier seven children and knocked out their brains against tbo 
"walls ; then killed the woman and set the fort on fire, and so 
"went away. Borne of the soldiers mot and bUinninhcd with 
Bome of them, but it soon ceased. The number slain and car- 
ried away is said to be nineteen. The towns tbat are designed 
for present destruction are Hampton and Exeter, Salisbury 
and Amesbury. The number of the Indians is doclurod by tho 
captive to be about fonr hundred ; but Mr. Woodman did not 
000 above sixty pass by his garrison at Oyster Kivcr. Tbis is 
in brief what is yet to come to us. 

We further humbly request that we may, some way or oth- 
er, certify to the people that here is a government and law, 
iB?hich is commonly denied, because of tbat nnbnppy super- 
scription that was published when the govornmoni was re- 
stored, namely : that the subscribers did not intend the re- 
assuming of the charter government, nor would bo so under- 
stood; and nothing since is published to declare the contrary, 
iB?hich proves a most deadly mischief among us iii those times 
of distress, say what we can. I have heard that something 
is in print that would solve it, but it never came so fur as the 
Sferrimock. 

I should wait upon your honors, as in duty bound, but our 
present consternation is such as I dare not move, nor hardly to 
stay. . The Lord establish our hearts in Ilim, and guide all 
your counsels. 

We should gladly hear of the issue of the treaty with the 
Mohawks, and that our magazines were furnished. 
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• I waited on Major Swain the last week at Kltteiyi and left 
him with M^Jor Froet, who wonld aceooipany him to tha east 
. I humbly crave your pardon for all these distracted linety 
and [hope for a] favorahlo return. 

The bearer hereof will more fUlly acquaint your honora with 
the state of things with us than is meet for me to trouble 
you with by writiug, who am, aud desire to subscribe myself 
to be. Your honors' most humble servant, 

EOBBST FlKX. 

But we find the writer engaged in other public duties 
of a different character about tliis period. He ia solicited 
for his assistance in the affairs of the neighboring province. 
We have no further knowledge in respect to tho aubject 
than what appears in tho following '* extracts of a letter 
from Nathaniel Wcare, Esq., to ^lajor Robert Pike, one of 
the Assistants of Massachusetts Colony/' in the New Ilamp- 
sliiro Historical Collections (vol. i., p. 135). Nathaniel 
Wcaro belonged to Hampton. He was appointed agent 
for the province of New Hampshire in tho timo of Gran* 
field, and went to England in 1683. Ho was tho ancestor 
of Mcshech Wcarc, Chief justice of that State and Pre^* 
dent of its Council for many years. 

namiton, March 16th. lOSMOL 
Major Pile: 

HoNoiusD Sir, — The many revolutions and changea that 

have happened abroad are very wonderful and almost amax* 

iiig. BcBideSy what has happened among aud upon ourselves 

is very awful, aud things look very dark. The couaideratloa 

thereof is bo oppressive that I cannot but seek for some ease» 

and I know no bettor way (as to man) than to communicate 

some things to your honor, from whoso prudent direction 1 

may receive much satisfaction, and shall therefore crave the 

boldness to oflor a few liucs to your consideration, not to 

meddle with thiui^s further off. ... . It is no new thing to tell 

you that we had no governors nor authority in this prov* 

ince, so as to answer the ends of govern men t, and to command 
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aodda in tlie defence ef their Majestiea* eabjeots against tbo 
eommon enemy. Therefore many easaye -were made in thia 
proTioce to make some governmoot till their Majesties should 

take further order, but all prored ioeflfeotual The in- 

Labitants of the toim of Hampton bogau to be very Jealous of 
their fMends aud neighborS| that they would bring them nudor 
several inconveniences, in commanding from them their men 
and money as they pleased, and so were very hard to bo 
brought to anything. But after several meetings and debates 
they chose six persons as commissioners, with power accord- 
ing to the other towns, viz., Portsmouth, Dover, and Exeter, 
and after debates, Jointly and fully, every man then present 

agreed to such a method as was then drawn up But all 

proved ineffectual. After some time the apprehension of the 
necessity of some orderly way of government, thereby to be 
in the better method to defend themselves against the com- 
mon enemy, seemed to enforce them to another essay fur the 
obtaining thereof.. So [some] inhabitants of Portsmouth drew 
up and signed a petition to the honorable the Governor and 
Council of Massachusetts Colony, to tuke this province into 
their care and protection and govctument, as formerly. Tbo 
other towns, Dover and Exeter, complied with it, how gener- 
ally I know not. It was brought ta Hampton on the 28th of 
February last past, when the soldiers were there warned to 
appear for concerns specified in said order, but no intimation 

£^ven as to the end of signing theyttctition Copies I 

aupposo yourself have. What waa/uone on that day I need 
not tell. Yourself knows very \yell. But this I shall insert, 
that choosing of major, treasurer, and recorder, was not ac- 
cording to former usage and custom. It was pressed by some 
to have it voted whether they would, in this town of Uamp- 
ton, acquiesce and comply with the petition and the return, or 
'words to that effect, which yourself was idcascd to say all 
'wonld be knocked on the head at one blow. Now, how com- 
fortable it will be for about fifty persons to prescribe the 
method and way of government for about two hundred, I 
•hall leave to your honor to consider. .... To have a gov- 
ernment so imposed will, I fear, be followed by distractions, 
beort-burnings, disobedience to the supposed commanders, pub* 
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lie deolnratlonsy remonstranoes aet ibrtb that maj retell at 
tax OB England, and so make way for a iMnon to ba deputed 
by the Crown of England, that may, under color of oommU* 
sion, ezerciae his own wilL • . . • I doubt not your Wisdom 
will bo exercised in this matter, and that we may have peace 
and unity with youi and that, at length, we may have a hap- 
py, peaceable settlement. And that the God of peace would 
by all means give ur peace and truth, is the desire aud prayer 
of Your very humble servant, 

NilTUANlEL WCAIUB. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

jr UU T HKtt CALLS FOB ASSISTANCB AGAINST THE INDIANS.— MA- 
JOB CHURCH SENT TO TUB BAST. — ENUMERATION OF POPU- 
XJinON BT ANDROS IN 1688. — ROBERT PIKE APPOINTED COM- 
MANDER -IN -CHIEF OF THE EASTERN FORCES. — FURNISHES 
CHURCH WITH MEN FOR HIS EXPEDITION. — MAJOR PIKE'S 
LBTTER.— HIS COMMISSION AND INSTlttJCTIONS. 

Thb storm passed, and tho menaced towns were spared. 
Sither the moral force of their determination to meet tho 
Bavage foe with such means as they had, or some material 
aid, enahled them to overcome tho exigency, for this sea- 
son at least. The next year, however, the grave necessity 
of farther efforts in the same direction lay still upon them. 
The previous winter. Governor Andros^ with one thousand 
men, had gone down to Pemaquid to cliastise the eastern 
Indians in their homes. But It proved aa abortive exploit 
Ho found nobody, not even the Baron Castino and his In- 
dian family, for tho latter fled into the woods on the ap- 
proach of the warlike governor. Andros could find neither 
Prcnch nor Indians, although it had occurred to him pre- 
viously to try and trace their settlements, and he had ac- 
cordingly despatched some agents to cruise along the coast 
and inlets all the way from tho Penobscot to the St Croix. 
Ab an interesting record of the population in eastern Maino 
at that period, we give the result of this enumeration of 
the white inhabitants, as found in a paper dated May 11th, 
1688, published in the Ilutchinson papers. It appears from 
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iLiA record that tbero woro at that time jast thirty-eight 
(or possibly, Trith changes of punctuation, forty-one) in- 
habitants in the whole of Maine between the Penobscot 
and the St. Croix, of. whom eleven were English and thi^ 
ty French. Their names and residences are returned m 

follows: 

Ai PenoUcot 

St. Castiu [DaroQ Castiue], and Reuue, his servant. 

M JgemogiH lEdgemoggin'] Seack, 

Charles St. Kobiu's son. 

La Flowor [La Flour] and wife, St. Robiu's daughter. 

At PcHit Pleasancef by Mount Desert, 

Lowrey, wife, a:id child. Hind's wife and four children— 
English. 

In IVinechcage [now Frenchman^M'] Bay, on the eastern Me ej 

Mo'Mit Desa't* 
Cadolick and wife. [Wo cannot suppose this to be the name 
of the personi but only a blind anitwcr of an ignorant French- 
man to an imogincd inquiry about liis religion.] 

At Machias, 
Martcll, who protends grant for the river from Quebec. John 
Bretoon, wife, and child, of Jei-soy ; Latin, wife, and three chil- 
dren — English ; his servants. 

At Pashihiaquody [Easiporf], near St Cnoix, 

St. Robin, wife, and son, with like grant from Quebec. Let- 
rell, John Minu'u wife and four children; Lambert| and J^Uy 
[Jolie] Cui*e, his servants. 

At St, CroU ICalaW], 

Zorzy [Saussaye], and Lena, his servant. Grant firom 
Quebec. 

The renowned Indian lighter Captain Church, who had 
gained so much reputation both in King Pliilip^s war and 
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proTioiulyi and who now (as major) appears on the sccno 
in the east, followed thcc line of population indicated in 
the above record, in an expedition ho conducted thither 
in 1?04. Bat Church's first essay was made in the year 
1690. At this time Robert Pike was commander-in- 
chief of all the Massachusetts forces east of the Merri- 
mack, and Major Church, who headed some Plymouth 
troops destined for service against the eastern Indians, was 
Bcnt to Pike to obtain an addition to his forces. Their co- 
operation was harmonious, and the requisite numbers were 
obtained and despatched under Church's immediate com- 
mand. 

Church was unsuccessful in this enterprise, and much 
complaint was made at his failure ; but he found a faitlt- 
f ul friend in Robert Pike, who wrote a letter to Governor 
Hinckley, of Plymouth Colony, defending him. This, and 
other papers relating to the expedition, will be found in 
the next chapter. 

The following papers refer to the proceedings of this 
year, 1090 : 

To the Governor and Council, 

Salisbury, May 18lb, 1690. 5 iu afieruouu. 

Mucn HoNORRD Sir, — All due respects premisotl, the en- 
closed came Just now to my band, which I presently despatched 
to yonr honor, and have not to add to it, hut only that I did, 
upon Thursday last, give yotir honor the trouble of a letter ou 
tlio behalf of these eastern parts, that the Holdions might huvo 
been in their places till some news from Sir William [I'bips], 
"which I hope came to yonr honor's hand, but 1 have never 
heard of nor seen the messenger sent. I doubt it came too 
late to prevent them,bocaiiBe they wore then upon their march ; 
and I have not to say moro to it. But, ** is theie any evil iu 
the city that I the Jiord havo not done it f " whoever are in- 
Btmments. We ha'tO no intelligence lately of a.ny enemies 
Bcen about us. Tl'j> only wise Qod direct you in all your conn- 
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oilB| that a good issoe may oomo oat of tbeio eVil thlngSi wblob 
lie only ia able to effect; for wbose preeenoe with yoa I pray, 
taking leave to subscribe myself, 

Your honor's most humble servant, 

RODKBT FXEK. 

To the Governor and CounciU 

fiolLibary, May Itth, 1(M«. . 

Much Honored,— This is my third to your honoiv, which 
brings the sod U3wti of what I at first feared. The Lofd.4ireoft 
you in your councils fur what in before you, that a stop may be 
put to the enemy's motion, or all this part of the countiy is 
lost if this news be true. I have not to add but my prayers to 
the Almighty God for your direction ; and that I am 

Your honors' most humble scrvaut, Robert ^ikk. 

Everything is beautiful in its season, and once over cannot 
be recalled again. Thus it may become us to be the more 
speedy in what now is seasonable to be done for the prevent* 
ing further mischief. 

To the Governor and Council, 

SalUbory, May S4th, IMO. . 

Much Hoxoricd,-— After the tender of my humble service, 
these are only to give cover to the enclosed, which is only a 
fui'thcr confirmation of the lamentable eastern desolation, and 
to beg your itresont assistance, or else all will be lost. I mis- 
erably lament the drawing off the soldiers, which now cannot 
be recalled ; nor am I sure the place could have been saved if 
they had staid ; but the occasion of evil reflections had been 
taken away, aud we had been in the use of means for the safety 
of what is left, which is now our duty towards those that re* 
main, which must be done presently, or else that will be too 
late also; which the good Lord prevent. 

So prays your most humble servaiit, 

Robert Pikb. 

The authorities at length Lecdcd the voice of coniplaint 
which had been so often iicard, and Major Pike waa pat m 
command of the military operations in the cast, and Ma* 



wo . THK NEW PURITAN. 

jor Charoh ordered to active Bervice in the field under him, 
as we have already seen. The following are Major Pikers 
instractions: 

Major Robbbt Pike, — ^la parHoance of your commissiouy 
^veu you by the Governor and General Court, to be ooromand- 
or-in-ehief of all the forces detacbed or to be detached, out of 
the militia belonging to tbU colony of the Massachusetts, post- 
ed in the provinces of New Hampshire and Maine, and such 
others as shall be put under yonr command : 

You are to take all the said forces into your care and oou- 
cluct, and to keep all yonr soldiers under good order and dis« 
cipllne, according to the laws and rules of war, and to see that 
the worship of God be carefully kept up, and all disorders, vice, 
or profauencss be suppressed or duly punished. 

You are diligently to intend the defence and preservation of ' 
the lives and estates of their Majesties' subjects, and to rox)el 
the force of the enemy. 

You are to take all care to inform yourself of the seat, state, 
and number of the enemy, and to improve yonr soldiers to pur- 
sue, prosecute, kill, and destroy them as you shall have oppor- 
tunity, wheresoever they may be found. 

You are In your proceedings to advise and consult with the 
commission officers of the several companies under your com- 
mand (or so many of them as you shall have iircsent opportu- 
nity), who are appointed to bo of your council. 

And also consult Major Yaughau and Miijor Frost, or other 
gentlemen of the province, when you shall be favored with 
tbeir presence ; from whom you may expect all needful assist- 
ance. 

Give intelligence from time to time to the Governor and 
Coancil of your proceedings, and what shall occun 

(Signed ),t Simon Bii^dstreet, Governor, 

With the advice and consent of the Council, 
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CUAPTER XX. 

RESULTS OF THE INDIAN EXPEDITION UNDER IIAJOR CBUBCIL 
— MAJOR FIKE*S LETTERS TO TUB GOVERNOR AND OOUNCIti 
AND TO GOVERNOR UINCKLEY| OF PLYMOUTH OOLONT. — 
MAJOR PIKE APPOINTEO TO MAKE A TREATY 'Wmi THE 
INDIANS. — UIS INSTRUCniONS.— CHOSEN << MAGISTRATE." —> 
FIRST POPULAR ELECTION AFTER THE REVOLUTION OP 
1688-81). 

Major Church bad itow boon to tbo cast in pursuit of 
tbc Indians as far as tbe Kennoboc, but could find none, 
and bad returned unsuccessful. Largo expectations^ grow* 
ing out of bis previous exploits, bad been entertained, and 
tbo public disappointment was correspondingly enbancod. 
But tbc Indians were seemingly tired of the war, and wero 
beginning to sue for peace. They made no show of bos- 
tilitics this summer, and withdrew as tbe whites advanced. 
The transports and such armed vessels as bad been engaged 
in the expedition bad return':}d to Portsmoutb without tro* 
phics, excepting a few iniscrablo captives gathered by tbo 
way. 

The following letter communicates tho news and cipb&inB 
tbo situation : 

To tht Governor and Council 

, * 

PorUraouih, September tTtli,. U9Qi 

IkUv IT PLEASE YOUR HoxoRS,— All diio Fospocts proinlsed,^ 
may you please to understand that on Thursday niglit last 
our fleet aud army arrived in this river, and yesterday went up 
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to the banki wliere the toMien went osliore. They had, I »np« 
poeei four poor iDaptlves, of vrhom I saw only two--obJect8 of 
great eompaaeion. Being arrived| we held a couucil about 
what waa next to be done, particalarly whether to make auoth« 
er trip eastward in purHuauoe of what was began. It was gen- 
erally concluded to bo very adviBable, and our conimaudora 
were very willing; but upon examination of our ability to 
perform it, we found ourselves by Divlue Provideuco hedged 
iu by impossibility : Ist. Because our Indian pioncem will not 
go again till they have been at home; the smull-pox had car- 
ried away some; and divers more of them have been with the 
sick 80 as to become infected^ and thus not capable of be- 
ing kept in their places. 2d. They being drawn ofl, no suf- 
ficient number will be left to attempt further oiieratious. 
There being no prospect of any such thing, wo havo conse- 
quently to dismiss the fleet ; which done, we have couHidercd 
M'lmt shall be done with the army (fur the resolve of which 
we wait your honors' pleasure), as also what sottlemcut to bo 
made for the future security of the frontier towns. It is tlio 
sense of all men present in council that to let any of those 
towns be lost will be intolerably prejudicial to the whole coun- 
try, and dishonorably reflecting [upon uh] all the world over. 
3iL That, to keep them from being lost, we must of necessi- 
ty afford them some farther assistance from the country, till 
we aee what the Lord will do for ns and them. It is now dis- 
coursed of ranging our own frontiers, to see what lurking cue- 
miea may be met withul upon the confines thereof, and as wo 
then find, shall inform your honors with humble presontago. 
Our general apprehension is that some strength of men should 
be left for the safety of tlie places, imder careful conductor, 
and not so many commission otiiccrs to be constantly there, be- 
canse of saving charges. Particularly as to Wells, we hear * 
that their captain is minded to leave, which will bo very grate- 
ful to the {Ksople, provided they may have Lieutenant Andrews 
in his room, nnder whose conduct they say they were very hap- 
py and quiet. They desire notliing more than that the cap* 
tain may go off with honor, which may be best accomplished . 
by their silence. As to a further account of our late expedi- 
tion, I refer your honors to the relation of the conductors there- 
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of, who will suddenly wait npon jon ; not having at piMeilt 
to add but that I am your honors' moat humblii aerrant, 

BonERT PnOB. 

I received Mr. Addiogion's by Major Vanghau. 

I Buppose the Indiana taken, which are iu number eight, 
ivill come down to your honora with Captain Alden. It isaaid 
that Plymouth men uro in ezi)cctation of some part iu the cap- 
tives by proniiflo. What !'? of that nature your honora will un« 
derstand by Mujor Cliui*ch, who siHsaka fairly, via., that they 
ahall be left for rcdoniption of captivea. That ahould be done 
with them, whatovor elso be done, if they are not ao diapoaed 
of. They are : Ifawkhia'a squaw, two of his ehildivn, and tw» 
of her children. Hawkins is said to be sagamore of Pigwacket* 
Two of the children of Worambo, sagamore of ■ . A ehU^ 
of one Saco. 

May it x>lease yoiu* honors, you will understand that we 
Ciiived your honors* letter on Lord's Day morning, aignifyioj 
^our pleasure that an aa^ay should bo made to the head>q 
tcra before tlie army was [disbanded]. Iu pnrsuauoe 
of we mot on Monday following. I declared your pleasure^ 
with which all were bo i-oady to comply, that it came preaen 
ly to tt Btrennons endeavor to accompliBh it. M(^r Ghnrol 
conceiving that u.:, by persuasion or compulsion, might mak 
his Indians stay, the people offered their personal services, an 
to pnll tlieir clothoH from their backs to supply some of the sol 
diors that did want, rather than the design should fail. Wbei 
all cnmo to their appearing, two hundred in number, the 
mandei-s wore willing to go with those that could be hjbd« 80 ' 
we went to furnish the vessels for the design, but found thefa 
was not provision for the same, and so were forced to give off 
all at once. We dismissed the vessels and the army to their 
quarters till your nouors' pleasure be further known coneem- 
ing it, and shall in the meantime range the frontiers. I am 
forced to break off, that the sloop may be gone who ataya for 
this letter. Miijor Church and Captain Converse are now €oni« 
lug to wait upon your honors, to whose relation I humbly re* 
for your honors till I next wait npon [yon], which will be 
forthwith, God assisting, who am your honors' moat humble . 
acrvaut, " R.P. . 
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Aiwe have seen. Major Church was feeling the weight 
)f popular discontent over his nnsaccessfal expedition to 
be east, in the summer and autumn of 1690, We quote 
rom his journal : 

KoWi having a fair windy Major Chnrcb soon got to Piscat- 
qns. [He] was to apply liimself to Major Pike, a wortby 
entlemaDy who said he had advice of his coming from Bos- 
)a gentlemen ; also, he had received directions tbat what 
len the said Church should want must bo raised out of 
Ampshirei oat of the several towns and garrisons. Major 
ike asked him bow many men bo should want He said, 
>ongh to make up his forces ; that he brought i/ith him three 
■ndrod at least, and not more tban throe hundred and fifty. 
d 80, in about nine days* time, he was supplied with two 
npauics of soldiers. He having been at about twenty. shil- 
?B a day charge iu expenses while there. Now he received 
ior Pike's instructions, which are as fulloweth : 

> Major Benjamin Ciiuncn, Commander-in-chief of their 
^ujetties* /orc€9 now designed upon the present expedition east- 
*^rd, and now resident at Portsmouth, 

** PorUmoatb, la New Ilampehiro, September 0th, 1C90. 
' ^he Governor and Council of the Massachusetts Colony 
o^iog great trust and confidence in your loyalty and valor, 
m experience of your former actions, and of God's presence 
th you in the same, in pursuance of an order received from 
bin commanding it, these are, in their Majesties' names, to 
'^powor and require you, as commander-in-chief, to take into 
>UT care and conduct those forces now here present at their 
indezvous at Portsmouth, and they are alike required to obey 
on, and with them to sail eastward by the first opportunity to 
'OBCo, or place adjacent, that may be most commodious for 
Mdiog with safety and secrecy ; and to visit the French and 
udians at their head-quarters at Amerascog^n, Pcjepscot, or 
Dy other place, according as you may have hope or intelli- 
Buce of the residence of the enemy; using always your nt* 
ost endeavor for the preservation of your own men, and the 
Jling, destroying, and utterly rooting out of the enemy. 
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wheresoever tbey may be found; and, alsoi as maeh at naj[ 
possibly be doue for the redeeming or recovering of our eap^ 
tives in any places. 

" You being there atrivoil, and understanding your way, to 
take your Journey baclc agaiu, either by laud or water, aa yoa 
shall Judge most convenient fur the accomplishing of the end 
iutoudcd, and to give intelligence always of your moti^ns^' 
whensoever you can with safety and convenience. 

** Lastly, iu all to consult your council, the commandera or 
commiAsioiied officers of your several compuuies, when it may 
be obtained, the greater part of whom to dotonnine. And so 
the Lord of Hosts, the God of armies, go aloug with you, and 
bo your couduct. 

"Given under my hand, the day and year a1>ove said, 

" Per ROBKRT PiKS,'' 

To Major Pike. 

Bristol, Nuyember STth, tW^ 
)XoxoRED Sir, — These come to wait upon you to bring tha 
tei lers of my hearty service to yourself and lady, with due ao« 
^uowlcdgmeut of thaulcfulucss for all the kindness and favor 
I received from you iu the eastward parts, when with yon* 
Siuco I cauie from thoso parts I am informed by Captain An* 
dros that youruelf aud most all the forces are drawn off from 
the eaiitward parts. ' I admire at it, consideriug that they had 
BO low esteem of what was I'one, that they can apprehend the 
eastward parts so safe befiro the enemy were brought into 
better subjection. I was in hopes, when I came from thenoe, 
that those who were so desirous to havo my room would have 
been very briuk in my absence, to have got themselves aome 
honor, which they very much gaped after, or else they would 
not have spread so many false reports to defame me, Which, 
had I known before I left the bank, I would have hod satisfac- 
tion of them. Your honor was pleased to give me some small 
account, before I left the bank, of some things that were IU 
reprcseutod to yon, couceruiug the eastward expedition, whioh| 
being rolled htmie like a snowball through both coloniea, was 
got to such a bigness that it overshadowed one from the in- 
tluenco of all comfort, or good acceptauco among my friends 
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in my Jonniey homeward. Bat throngb God's goodnoas am 
eome bomoi finding all well and myself in good health; hop* 
ing that those reports will do me the favor to quit me fiom all 
other pablio actions, that so I may the more peaceably and 
quietly wait upon God, and be a comfort to my own family in 
this dark time of trouble — being as one bid till his indignation 
ia overpast I shall take it as a great favor to hear of your 
welfare. Subscribing myself as I am, sir, 

Your most assured friend and servant, 

Benjamin CnuRCU. 
P. S. — Major Cbnrcb did receive after this answers to his 
letters, but hath lost them, except it be a letter from several 
of the gentlemen in those parts in June following. 

In tho absence of Pikers reply to Church, wliich Church 
Bays he had lost, wo print tho following; letter of Major 
Piko to Governor Ilinckley of Plymouth Colony, in which 
bo expresses himself fully in regard to the expedition in 
question, and giving his testimony to tho cbnructer and 
services of Major Church : 

Robert Pikb to Oovemor Thomas Hinckley. 

SoliBbury, March 23il, 1G90-91. 
Majf U please your Honor : 

Sir, — ^After the tender of my humble respects, these lines 
(having so fair an opportunity to send them) ara with respect 
to Hi^or Church, and the other gentlemen that from your parts 
accompanied him in their Majoatios' service in our parts the 
last summer : 

1st. To give yourself and them, and your colony for send- 
ing them, and then fur coming, my hearty thanks, proying the 
Liord to requite it to yon, and to supply all your needs at all 
times, and to your and our safety. 

Sd. To declare unto you that I am heartily sorry to hear 
of the ill requital that he have mot with, if all be true as I 
bare heard, namely, that he is nnworthily reproached as un- 
faithful or cowardly, or worse. What the reason of it, or 
whether it be true that he is so rendered, I am not certain ; but 
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tkt$ I Judge it my duty to tay, that in tbe little happy aeqnaint- 
anoe that I had ^'itli him iu that desigu (myself haviog the 
chief conduct tbcroof)y I found him to be very forward, ikith- 
ful and jiligout ; vigorous and expeditious iu despatch at their 
first goiug forth, and iu our private council, casting one thing 
and iuiothcr, resolved to keep fuitbful and close to dnty|irhat' 
ever proved the isMuo, and after his return was iudnstrious (nt 
I thought) beyond measure to have promoted a second motion, 
which miglit have been of good advantage, with God*s bless- 
ing, could it have beiMi accomplished; which had certainly 
been done had wo had pro\iiiiou, tbongh his Indians went 
'away. And as fur the time tbey wore out, tboir improvement 
was great, and the success answerable, God favoring them with 
windn, bo as that they accoiiiplidlied tlie breaking of the bmnt 
of the enemy and made tiiem sue for peace ; and could they 
have gone the second time, it might have been what God saw 
good to make it ; and I wish tliat envy of men do not rob God 
of tbe praise due to him. All that I could take notice of was 
the sparing of the Indian that was taken and ran away, for 
which tlio mnjor was blamed ; to wliich I shall only say, it 
was what it was. His cummission from yourselves did bear 
it, and lie had exporicuced good by it, and doubtless hoped 
fur the like now ; and his running away was not intended by 
him; and to expect absolute perfection iu any is to account 
him more than n man ; and not to allow him the accidents 
of imporiection, is to deny him that whioli makes him loss 
than a man. 

Sir, I humbly crave your pardon of this my boldueaa and 
rude application, who am cunstrainud to break off abruptly for 
haste, and to excuse all that is amiss, upon the good affection 
of him that is, honored sir. 

Your houoL'^s most humble servant, 

KonERT PiKB, 

Tho pretended desire of the Indians for peaco had now 
bccomo so strong in its expression that tho govcmmciit 
was induced to appoint a commission to treat with them, 
and further hostile enterprises wcro abandoned. Major 
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CO ^ras appointed bead of the comtnissioni and the fol< 
^ii^fS are his instructions, from the records : 

^^^^^(nu fw Major Robert Pike, Uaiof Eusha Hutcuin- 

BON, eto. 

BoBtoD, Notember •ih, 109(1 
Ia% not your place of treaty be ^vithout the bounds of Wells, 
id be very careful to prevent auy surprise by treachery. 
^ou are in the first place to satisfy yourselves conceniiug the 
irsoiis that present themselves to treat with yon, and in what 
opacity they come ; and in caso you find them sagamores, or 
^pointed by them, you are to demand of them what proposals 
'oy have to make, aud acquaiut them that the war was be- 
^1^ near nine months before the government came iuto our 
^^ds, and, for aught wo kuow, themselves or accomplices were 
"St aggressors therein ; aud eudcavor to make them sensible 
tbo rosoutmeut we have of their pcrfidiousuess aud bloody 
**elty oxorciscd toward the Engiijjh. 

^t them understand that, as wo were not the beginners of 
^ tvar, so wo aro not averse to peace in a Just aud righteous 

I^ot them understand it is but just that they render satmfuc- 

^^ for the innocent blood which they havo shed, and depro- 

tlons made upon the coimtry. 

^bat you insist npon the return of all the English captives 

^boir power, and their quitting of the English possessions 

^ interest. 

l^bat in case there bd any conclusion of peace, endeavor to 

i U hostages for security on their part. Aud if any injury bo 

■Xjafter offered unto them by the English, that they Ih-st make 

^plaiut thei-eof to the government before they seek any re- 

Hge. 

lu the management of tliis affair of so great concernment, 

^ch must be left to your good sound discretion, upou tho 

ioce ; but let nothing bo dono so as to give the enemy ad- 

dntage to ensnare, by being over-crcdulouF ^f them. 

Ordered, That Mnjor Kobcrt Piko be allowed for his service 
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to the oonntry, against tbe common enemy at the eaatwaidi 
eight poimde per moDth, 

PeeemlMr ltU^ tWk 

Passed in the )«fflrnuitive by the Depnties. 

For order, Cuiustopheb OsociODk . 

Consented vo by the Qoyemor and Assistants. 

James Addinuton, SeenUurjf* 

In this year (16D0) took place the first election of Magit* 
tratcs since the Jlovolution. The ofiilcial return of the elec- 
tion is appended. Tho vote given shows the relative strength 
of tho cnndidatcd. Scvcrnl prominent men were defeated. 
firadstrect was an old man and governor, and generally 
popular. Dunfoith \/as the recognized leader of the pop- 
ular party, but ho is not so well supported as some of Ids 
coadjutors. Scoughton and Saltonstall were leading loyal- 
ists. Sir William Phipe, who became governor two years 
later, did not secure tho full support of the popular party. 
But he had previously succeeded in raising his Spanish 
galleon, and this gave him his knighthood and governor- 
ship. Thus did ho mount over the heads of better men. 

TIio twenty-six poiHons hcronndor nnmod stand «n nomlna- 
tiou for Ma^istrutes within tlio Mnssachiisotts Colony for this 
present year, as appears by the votes of the freemen of the 
said colony — being opened, perused, sotted, and numbered by 
coiumissioucrs from tho several counties, thereto chosen and 
api>oiuted, met in Duston, May Gth, IGOO : 

Fi</.; Simon BradBtrcot,Eflq MS 

Thomas Dauforth, Kt<q 818 

Willium Stou^htou, Esq 8S9 

Natb. Saltonstall, Esq 490 

Saronel Appleton, Esq 904 

John Itichards, Esq 460 

Robert Pike, Et>q 883 

Jamos IlusscU, Esq 883 

William Johnson, Esq T67 

John Ilathorn, Et«q 72S 

ElishaCoukfEt^q. 941 

a* i 
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flMBMlSM^alliXiq T4) 

BlbbA UatcbeMO, £k VIA 

P«l«r TiltoD, Eaq 679 

Imum AddlngtoD, Baq B4S 

John Smith, Em| 679 

W«it Wintbrup, Dmi 07S 

Samoel Bbrimptoo, Em|...., 873 

Jouatbao Corwtn, Esq TOS 

Jobo PhllUpB, Esq 689 

Jeremlab Sweyn, Esq •. Wi 

SlrWllHamPhips, Kut C93 

Mr. Tbomas Ottks ;. 00ft 

Mr. Jobu Boles 8s9 

Cartaln Daulel Pears &04 

Mr.WillUmBoiid 871 

Bigned by the commiBsioDera of the aeveral conntios. 

Tenn Townsend, > o ^, ,, 

... ' > Suflulk. 

Samuel Wiluams, S 

Joseph Belknap, llampHbire, 
John Wainwiught, ) 
John Pittman, > '««ex. 



Saml'kl Phips, > „. 1 „ 
Ebenezeji Puout^ S 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

TRUCK WITH TUB SAVAOBS.— ITS INSTANT VIOLATIOir.-*rC»* 
TllKR CALLS FOR A8H18TANCB. — LBTTKRS OF BOSXST fOM 
ON TlIK SITUATION. — APPREHENSIONS OF FAMINB,— PITK* 
TIONS TO TUB COURT RESPBCTINO HIS SON. 

The year 1600 had closed by a truco with tho Indian^v 
under tlio authority already recited in tho last chapter. I^ 
was stipulated in tho truco that some captives, who wer^' 
named, were to bo brought in, and certain sagamores 
appear and ratify tho bargain. When spring came tb 
captives had not been returned, and at a meeting of tb 
commissioners in May tho sagamores promised did not 
tend. At this meeting, however, a number of chiefs 
pearcd by their representatives, and several Indians in ^ 
private capacity. A new bargain was hero made, but i* 
turned out to bo a worthless compact, and was violated 
ahnost as soon as made. Tho year 1601 proved to be, 
Hko its predecessor, a season of agitation, depredation, 
captures, and murders by the Indians. Tho following doo- 
umcnt shows what wan done at tho spring meeting with 
tho savages, and relates, also, to their violation of the truce 
of tho previous autumn : 

Province of Maine, at Wellf, May lat, IflSli 

Thomas Daiiforth, Esq., Mnjor Robert Pike, Esq., Mi^or Wil« 
Ham Vaughan, Esq., Mo^ior Charles Frost, Esq., commissioners 
empowered by the Gouoral Court of Massachasetts, being met 
at tho house of Lieutenant Joseph Storer, according to articles 
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of AgiMiDADi made with Edgaromett|Toqnalmott|W68omba- 
ii6t|Katombometty Walumbee, and John IlawkinB [Indian saga- 
moret and chief men], at Sagataliock| November 29tb, 1C90, 
and by them then aigned and sealed, there appeared Keno* 
woonett on behalf of Edgaremett, and Wesombanet and.Tan- 
toegan on behalf of Wammbdi as also eleven more Indians 
In a private eapacityi and being demanded why the other In- 
diana named in the abovesald article did not make their ap- 
pearance, they answered that they were not come home from 
banting; also being demanded the captivca, according to cove- 
nant, they denied their promise, but afterward brought forth 
two captive children, and confessed that there were seven 
aiore captives at Kennebeck, and named some of them, and 
sundry more were toward Penobscot and the eastward ; and 
boio^ again urged with their failure to perform their covenant 
(which on the English part had puuctu&lly bccu observed), 
ihey answered it was not now In their power to help it, but 
tba^ they do engage within twenty days to make good their 
covenant in returning the captives, to be brought to Wells, 
and Ihere delivered at the house of Lieutenant Joseph Storor-^ 
and anch as are nearer than the rest, withiu ten days at fur- 
tbeat — and to bring to Captain Converse the desire of the saga- 
mores as to a further lengtheuing out of the time for a cessation 
of tlie war, in order to be communicated to their Majesties* 
Qovemora of Boston and New York. In the mean time, until 
there be the answers of the said governors returned to them, 
tlM trace shall be continued in like manner as was agreed by 
• the above recited articles, the performing whereof without 
ihiod or delay they do soli?mnly oblige themselves, and have 
00 donbt but that the sagamores absent will, with like good 
Jiearts, i»erform : as witness their hands and seals this first day 
of May, Anno Domini one thousand six hundred and ninety- 
one, Annoq. RR' and R"** Guilielmi et Mariio tcrtio. 
Signed and sealed in presence of us, 
Jonathan Remington, Wksombonet, ^ [L.S.] 
WiLUAM Pabtridqb, Nonunkte, ^ [L.S.] 

Tbntomegon, OfLl [L.S.] Samson IIeqen, ^ [L.S.] 
Kknowonti, % [L.8.] Rob. DoNY, (^j [L.S.] 

Old Dony, i^ [L.S.] Sadadis, [L.S.] 



/; 
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It soon became evident that the new agreement wJM but 
a treacherous device. The savages, withont warningi !•- 
samed the war against tho settlements. The two papers 
which follow are the opening notes of fresh distresses : 

Captain GerrisK : Jnw 16tb, ION. 

Sin, — ^Yesterday, going oot after tlio rain, tbree of cor men, 
going over the brook down below the house, did discover the 
track of the luilians. Men went ont to see farther, and they 
saw tho tracks of ten or twelve, and one track within half- 
shot of the garrison. AVo do judge it was yesterday morning. 
Therefore, sir, our condition is very bad, and we do desire, if 
possible luay be, to havo some relief; if not, that some speedy 
care may be taken for to draw us olT, for we do suppose oa^ 
selves to be in immiucut danger. Yours, 

TUOMAS DbwKS. 

Major Vi^ughan: Ci)cbecba, Jnne Ifilh, IflSt 

Sir, — Yours I received, and have attended yonr orders, and 
all are in ganlsou, exccx>t Timothy Hanson and family,' and 
they will not remove. I have sent unto the upper garrison, 
and tho enclosed was sent to me. I desire your perusal, and 
endeavor to makn our case known, and If we cannot have sud- 
den help, we desira help for to draw oil*, for we are all penned 
up in our garrisons, and all our corn will be spoiled ;* for wo 
cannot so much as venture out for to look to onr fences or any- 
Ihiug else, and the people are much afraid, more than ever. I 
therefore desire you to do what yon can for us, and desire God 
to direct you aud us in this weighty concern. 
I shall rest yours to command, 

JOUN QEBRUn, 

Robert Pike writes : 

To the Governor and Couneih 
Salittburj, Jane 14tb, 1691. 4 of clock, afteraooo. 
Much Uc»nored, — About an hour ago I received the en- 
closed from Major Vuaghau. I had the same a little before 
from Capta<*i Swinbum, concerning the Exeter disaster, with 
this further addition, that because the enemy is in every bole, 
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tbfiff bdng ao few, oonld not send to give notice till It vas 
night. 

That the oa«e la already very bod, and like to he worsci 
ia apparent What the reason of thoir taking this method of 
prooeediug vtiih. ue I cannot imagine. 

That the truce ia broken with great insoloncy by thorn I 
doubt not. Tiiat ve and thoy also are very aonsible of. 
Whether to let thorn alone will be safe or honorable for us is 
seriously and speedily to be considered. I humbly ofler the 
sense of some advised persons in the case, viz. : That an army 
be forthwith sent out against them, that may fuUow thorn to 
their quarters, wherosoovor they go, and make what spoil they 
can } which army shall be competently able to acquit them- 
celves, thongh they moot with more euemies than thoy may 
Justly expect, and be conducted by such faithful and prudent 
commanders as have power to use such methods as roason, ox* 
perience, or information may dictate to them, by order of the 
authorities ; and that a party of horse ehould attend them, to 
carry supplies by land and bring intelligonco, aud alBO some 
by sea, to go to meet them with relief about Cusco, or whore 
It may be in your wisdom thought most couvouicut; and so 
uot to give it over while an ludiau can be hoard of in the 
country, which, by the blessing of God, may give prospoct of 
an issue within a few mouths, if not weeks. Aud that some 
course be taken to strengthen our frontier towns, that thoy 
may be enabled to attend to getting victuals, or all will be 
. starved. 

The only wise God direct your counsels in all those weighty 
concerns to a good conclusion ; so prays your humble servant, 

KOUERT PlKK. 

7 of clock, — Just as I was sealing up came iu the post from 
"Wells, which gives us cause to say that the Lord is gracious, 
and that his mercy endureth forever. I humbly bog the speedy 
retam of your pleasure in general. 

naverbni, Jane 16tb, *91. Al 12 lo the nlgbt 
Man. Major Pike : 

Bin,— This day, about sunset, came iufonnation by two men 
that there is ground to fear that John Robie is killed by the 
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enemy about two hours before eaDset, by hearing of a gnoi and 
the shriekft of hie sou he had vritU him in that part of the 
voods about Bradley's, whore they formerly did misohief. In 
all the inquiry wo can make, no certainty can be had to.glTe 
account of. I have been looking out for a full inquiry, I 
fear the report is too trae. Before day we hope to hayo men 
out to know what is the troth. 

There will bo good reason for your taking core for yonr se- 
curity, by good, strong watches and scouts. Wo were upon it 
before this re}K>rt came. I look for nothing but trouble ; and 
though this will not be pleasant, give m6 leave to say that I 
accouut it my duty to acquaint you with it, were there no 
other reason but your careful iirlbrniatiou, given us twice yes- 
terday, and once before the 11th instant, fur which I glye yea 
most hearty thanks. The Lord guide and preserve yon, and 
encourage us all in a way of duty in the use of suitablo meansi 
without which we can't expect his blessing. 

8ir, I am your friend and servant, 

N. Saltonstall. 

[Snperacribcd t *' To Major Robert Pike, to be exposed to the vleir of Cap- 
tain Tho. Harvey, aud by him vent forward to MiOor Pike in hsste. Qea* 
tlemeu aud fellow-soldlorai be fuitlifuU"] 

Major Pike : Portamoalbi Jane ISth, ISSl. 

Much IIonorkd, — Have nothing new at present. Some" . 
what is enclosed. Can learn no Intelligence as yet about the 
Indians ; when we do you shall hear it, or what else dceurB. 
Much wonder there is nothing yet from Governor and Couo- 
cil, or no assistance from any place. Till when, all the out- 
places are sbut up, not dariug to venture out to look after their 
fences, so that in a little time all their corn will bo destroyed. 

I am, sir, your humble servant, 

William VAuaHAX. 

[Saperscrlbed : ** For Major Pike, hambly proneut, in 8all»bory.") 

To the Governor and Council, 

Sarisbury, June ITth, 160t IS or 1 <>*dock. 

May rr please tour IIoNORS,~That the post may not be 
hindered, I give your honors the trouble of the sight of irbst 
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daily ooeorti only adding that Roby of Haverhill U foandi 
brought homei and is yet living, though barbarouBly handled ; 
hut his Bon not heard of. Yesterday, about mvou in the after- 
noon, your houora' to Major Vaughau came to my hand, Tvhich 
I presently sent away, but know not the contents nor the least 
blot in tlie world of what your houors intend or advise, for 
which our people are much troubled, and things look very 
black many ways. I never saw people in such a condition as 
uow. 

Dr. Dole now tells mo that John Ruby is dead. I am now 
moving (as before) that some of us may go and help our dis- 
tressed neighbors, till we can hear what yuur hoiiorn will do; 
but I fear I shall give a lame account about it, all thiugs speak- 
ing such discouragement. Yesterday two niou were taken 
away at Exeter. I dread what a day may bring forth, if not 
preisently prevented. I hope your honors have given Major 
Vaughau some encouragement, of which we, one way or other, 
may have some notice. 

I have had some thoughts about that pretence of the enemy 
at Wells, of having nothing for the two captives brought in 
there, wliich is fallacious, for though they did at first speak of 
paying for them to some other Indians, yet after they woro 
brought in the deponent and Mr. Moody went aside with thoni, 
and left ns to further discourse with the Indians ; and among 
other things we told them we were honest with them, and ex- 
pected the like of them to us, and demanded of them what they 
paid for tho said captives ; and they said ''No pay,'' of which 
we doubt not. But Afr. 1) and the other gontlcnion pres- 
ent there can tell your honors. That the only wise God may 
direct you in these weighty affairs is the prayer of 

Your honors' most humble servant, 

ROUEUT FlKE. 
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CnAPTER yXII, 

THK PAINi'UL RECORD CONTIXUED.^DANGRRS OF STARYATIOX. 
— ^TllK •KTTLKMKNT8 8URR0UNDKD AND UABASBBD BT TUB 
SAVAGES.— PUBLIC APPEAL FROM THE aOVBRNOR AND OOUN- 
OIL FOR SUCCOR FOR THE SUFFERERS.— MORR OF MAJOR 
P1KK*S LETTERS.— HIS FORDEARAXCB AND HUMANITY.—" HAD 
RATUER BE WRONGED BY TUB INDIANS THAN BREAK OUR 
FAITH WITH THEM." 

There was no cessation of tho raids of the Indians 
througliout tlio summer. Tlio government at length be- 
came alarmed, as will bo seen by an '* order in Councili** 
publiiihed in its place. Tho strain upon tho population in 
defending themselves from tho bloody Incursions and sav- 
age cruelties of the enemy had become unendurable. It had 
exhausted both public and private resources, and tho gov- 
crnmcnt was compelled to appeal to tho citizens evcty- 
wliero for special assistance, both in men and money. 
Hobort Pikers assiduity was uuintermittiug, and we find 
tho testimony to his faithfulness in tho letter of Major 
Saltonstall, in tho foregoing chapter. Tho lives of tho peo- 
ple depended on their crops, and these could only be culti- 
vated at tho very season when tho Indians wore the most 
active and threatening. Tho inhabitants were thus always 
living in tho apprehension of starvation on the one hand 
and of torture and massacre on tho other. 

Tho tension of both body and mind, for numorous suc- 
cessive years, with blow after blow of savage foes falling 
upor them, can bo more easily imagined than described. 



ISa THE NEW PURITAN. 

The following lettera of information aro addressed to 
Major Pike, and aro specimens of the correspondence of 
this period : 

Kittery, Juno lOtb, 1601. 

noNORED 8iR|— This morniug I received infurmatioa from 
York and WellSi as also Nowiohawannock. Each place gives an 
aoconnt that the enemy constactly remain about each of their 
towns, destroying both fat and lean cattle ; and it is taken for 
granted, withont some speedy help comes, that they >vill not 
leave a beast alive in the whole province. They have killed 
no one since Tuenday that I hear of. At that time one man 
was killed or caiTiod away from York, and one house burned. I 
have also information that the Indians have taken i>os8ession 
of tho upper garrison at Newichawaunock, commonly called 
Holmes's garrison, and there they keep ; and wo have our gar- 
risons so thinly manned that we are not able to sally out after 
them. Therefore we do humbly request your lienor to signify 
this unto Major Appletou and Major Sultonstall, who have a 
particular order from the Governor and Council, that if wo aro 
assaulted and in distress before the army ajipoiuted do como 
unto us, that then they are, without further order from the 
Governor and Council, presently to ailbrd help to us. There 
never was more need than now, for the enemy is on every quar- 
ter of us, and several garrisons are broke up already, and oth- 
ers breaking up. In a little while, without present help, we 
ahnll be all gone. Not else, but concluding your honor will do 
what possible in this matter, I take leave, being in great haste. 
I remain, sir, your obliged servant, 

Fjianx'is Hook is. 

Pray, sir, lie pleased also to send a copy of this to the Gov- 
ernor and Council forthwith, that help may be hastened. It 
would do very well if our eastern men that are lately gone 
from us were all impressed and sent back again. Good sir, ex- 
cuse ray boldness because of haste. 

[Superscribed: **To Major Robert Pike, at SaHabar}'; ha«to, post-baste."] 

jfb Major Pike : Portsmoatb, Judo lOlb, IGOl. 

Hucu Honored, -^My last gave account of the quitting of 
several of the frontier garrisons. Many others, viz., Cochecha, 
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Oyster Riveri etc., are ready to move unleM preaent help ap« 
poar, for all places are 00 weak they are capable of nothing bat 
Btaudiug upon their guard ivithiu their garrisons to preserve 
their lives ; and we have now advice that the enemy are daily 
npi)oariugy both at Wells, York, and Newiohawanuock, and de- 
stroying their cattle of all sorts. Wo are advised by Mr. Wal- 
dron, who caiuo lioiuo luat nij^ht, that yonr honor Is deter* 
mined to do what is jKisaible to be done for the defence of the 
country, considering its present circum«tanoeS| and pmy that it 
may bo done with Huch despatch tliut no more of the frontier 
garrisons may 1m) quitted, but enabled to stand their ground. 
We were hopeful, according to your honor'ix directioni of some 
present relief from Miij«>r Appleton and Major Saltonstall till 
further order was taken, but none yot comes. 

I am, nnich honored, your most humble servant, 

WiLUAM VaUGUAX. 

T}iQ following notes arc without si<3;naturo : 

York, Jans SSd, IGSl. 
DnoTiiKR Snkll,— This last night the sad news of nine of 
our principal men, sorely wounded by the Indians, and one 
man killed at Cape Keddiek, calls for prayer and pity, and 
speedy reliuf, by men forthwith sent unto us. There were \ 
abmit forty Indians. We are in hourly Jeopardy, lives and es- 
tates. Pray communicate to Jiliijor Vaughan, to whom present 
my service. Caiio Neddick garrison is burned. 

June iSd, l«t 
The above came Just to hand from York, (iotn Mr. Dummer. 
The messenger that brought it declares tho matter thna. Tbst 
yesterday thirteen men went thence to Cape Neddick to load 
a sloop with staves. Tho sloop got off, but most of the men 
ashore in the cai\oe were summuded by tho enemy and firod 
upon, but all got into their canoe, where ono was shot dcoil, 
another wounded, and since dead, and three more wounded and 
like to die. But they all got on board the sl<^p, and left 
neither dead nor living in the enemy's hand, but forthwith 
weighed anchor and came to sail with much difUcultyi reoeiv* 
ing many shots in their sails, etc. They arrived this momiog 
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at Tork| and say fartber tbat Cape Neddiok garrison iras 

burned yeaterday, the people having deserted it about a week 

ago. 

To ]&{ajob Pike. 

Jnne lOtb, 1C91. 

Honored Sir, — I received yours bearing date June the 16tb, 
1691, by which we have an account of the distressed coudition 
of our Ariends at the eastward. It is sad and lamoutablo to 
hear ot it, but far worse to endure it. Your worship was 
pleased to send to us for a party of horse, which we did not 
mention to the people, because we fiud thorn very much dis« 
couraged by reason that they cau have no eucouragcmeut 
from the Council for any service they have done upou such 
occasions. The time we have expended upon such actions has 
been very great, to the damage buth iu estate and otbcrwiso. 
The committee of militia of our town did petition the Council 
for relief in this matter, but could have none for their time 
nor yet for their ammunition. Our soldiers do think them- 
selves much wronged, and can hardly bo quieted. I should 
be glad thci*e could be a way found fur their satisfaction, 
otherwise the edge of our suddou expeditious will bo much 
dulled. 

8ir, I have given the reason we did no more in that matter 
yourself wrote for ; pray pardon my boldness in it. 

Sir, I am your servant at all times, 

Thomas Noyes. 

To the Governor and CoundL 

Jane 80th; 8 o'clock In th« morning. 
May it please your Honors, — This came just now to my 
hand, and is the account of an endeavor of mine. It is from the 
captain, and is all the account that I have yet received from 
Newbury, but is indeed the lamentable complaint of these 
times. Yet I have some hint that Captain GrceulCaf, by order 
from your honors, is providing to oomo over with his troop, 
and have so signilied to Major Vanghan and the people east- 
"ward, with all the encouraging hopes imaginable; and yet 
thought it my duty to send this to your honors for your cou- 
aideratiou. Your honors' most humble servant, 

KouEiiT Pike. 
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^0 ike Qavemar and CouneHL 

BAlUborj, Jane Utb, mt Mat sight 

Mat it please your HomorSi— Toon of the ISth insUDt, 
dated and aubscribed by Mr. Sewoll, per order, was ihia day 
received about five o'eloek, a» also S'onra to M^Jor Vanghan, to 
"wbich I gave present despatch. I give your honora moat bom* 
bio thanks for your letter and the contents thereof, which gave 
a little life to au almost despairing people. Several Ports- 
mouth gentlemen yesterday told me that yonr former letter to 
Mr. Vaughan he ho improved, as that there i" hope that several 
garrisons that were ready to go would stand yet a little lon- 
ger in hope of relief. Your houors will uudorBtand by Mnjor 
Vaughau's and Captain Hook's, which fur haste I aeut yonr 
houors, not havicg time to write a copy, as by them desired. 

I lament the bzcakiug up of Capo Neddick garrison. I have 
spoken with Lieutenant llunnewell and the rest of the men, 
who say they wi)l return again if relief come into thoso parts. 

I this night Lad an account of Lieutenant llunnewell eon- 
ceruiug the whole attack of Wells on Saturday last, an aceonnt 
of which 1 shall endeavor to give your honors as booh as I caa 
have a time orderly to take it from him. Only at present, 
conccmiug the number of the enemy, his apprehension was 
that one hundred and fifty was the least that could rational- 
ly be thought; f(»T, by report, they haJ not less than iBftj 
or sixty against Scorer's garrison^ fifteea or sixteen in the 
meadows against the veiisels, and thoy in the other garrisons 
think there were not Icsf* than seventy or eighty more ; and, 
then, there were some that lay ofi* from Storer's garrison that 
never engaged in figbt, and he believed that they were aqoaws. 
They also told him that Mo:ios or Dokawondo was there, bat 
he had forgot which; but, whicliever it was, he rcfoaed to 
treat with any of them bccaase thoy were not sagamores. But 
I shall not further trouble your houors, but only to eonsoDl 
with you in this, that I had rnthor be wronged by them than 
to break our faith with them. Hoping the righteous God will 
take the case into his own hand, to whom all, I take leave to 
Bubsoribe, Your honors' most humble servant, 

Robert Pike. 
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Jb ike QwemBT and Council 

Saliibary, June <8d, lC9t 

IUt it PUU0E TOUR Honors,— Since my lost to your bon- 
on nothlog of moment has occurred, but ouly tbe sad apcouut 
of a man that was lost last nigbt, balf an bour after sunset. 
One John Bing^of Sallsbary, going out of Jacob Morall's garri- 
son to fetch in a cow (as he had done several nights before), was 
oarried away by the enemy, who waylaid htm and took hira 
not much above twenty rods from the garrison, as did appear 
by his hat and his shoes that were there found this morn- 
ing. A great part of our town are now out in the woods after 
them, and many of Hampton, but have little hope of recover- 
ing him. 

The truth is, we are a distressed people, because a frontier 
town, with but few men in it, and several of them sick ; yet two 
of our meu are pressed for Wells, and we have order from the 
major to impress tliree more, which, if they bo carried awny, 
will still more weaken us; which we humbly pray your honors 
to prevent, and, if it may be, to send us some help, for the ene- 
my is in all places of our town, whom we cannot without great 
toil discover, it is so full of hideous swamps. The man that is 
now taken we greatly lament, because he was a stent man, and 
had been often in service against the enemy, and done them 
much damage, and they know him, and we fear will f>xtrcme- 
ly torture him. 

On Saturday last Captain Greenleaf went to Haverhill with 
about thirty-four horses, the next dny to Hampton, and yester- 
day morning for Exeter ; nothing of them since, nor from any 
other place. 

Our iMioplo are much afflicted, impoverished, and discour- 
aged. The only wise and sovereign Lord undertake the pro- 
tection of us and the direction of your honors, which is the 
prayer of Your honors' most humble servant, 

KoDKitx Pike. 

May it please your honors, it is the humble request of our 
militia that onr town may have the privilege of a frontier town, 
as last year, wlien ten men were sent to us, for we fear the en^ 
emy will oppress us, as they did the last year ; and we now hear 
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that Hampton men are not gone oat to-day, aa we haaid they 
had. The Newhury men aro not ao ahle to aaalat na aa they 
were loat year. 

The incessant assaults of tho savages upon the eastern 
towns had now become so formidable that tho government 
felt itself compelled to fresh efforts to put a stop to them. 
But poverty and exhaustion prevailed everywhere. It was 
At this juncture that it issued the following appeal : 

Botton, JiiB« fSfch, tost 
QKNTLRMENy— The distresses befalling us^by Qod'a letting 
loose the heathen afresh to eomuiit horrid outragea and bar> 
haritios, aw f ally thrcateuiug the desolating of the out towns 
and plantations, hcsides the annoyance given hy sea, and fean 
of what attacks we may prohably meet with in that respect, 
and the hazard of exposing their Majesties' iuterestay withonk 
some meet preparations be made for our defence and safety 
ngttiuBt tho iucursious of tl^.e anti-Christian and heathen ene- 
mies; and tho lute great cliangcs and disappointments that 
have happened, having exhausted the public treasury, ao that 
it is impracticablo for us to mauago and carry on the public af* 
fairs in what is r.eccssary unless some present supply be made, 
and Go«l stir up a ]>ublio spirit in those that are able, wherein 
the gentlemen of Boston and Salem have approved themselves 
very worthily to provide for our defence by sea. We have 
therefore thought tit to request yourselves, with some other 
geutlenien in the several counties, forthwith to make a visit 
to the towns in the respective counties, to discourse tho select- 
men and some of tlio principal gentlemen, and give them a 
sense of the present straits of the couutry, and to recommend 
it unto them to see what moneys cau be presently gathered 
up, to the value of oue thousand pounds (if it may be), more 
or less, iu part of the rates that arc ordered for the supplying 
of ammunition, provisions, and clothing for the suldiers that 
are or shall l>e sent forth in their Majesties' service against 
the said common enemy; each one that shall advance any- 
thiug on this accouut to have it sot-otf in their assessment, 
for which direction shall bo given. Please to iufomii with 



144 THIS NEW PUBITAK. 

aU poflBible expeditioD| what •nconragement you meet with 
iu this matter. 
By order of the QoTemor and Coancil. 

Jambs Addinoton, Secretary, 

Neither the lapse of time nor the exertions of the gov- 
ernment seem to have modified the distressed circumstances 
of the inhabitants. As late as the following September the 
same larid atmosphere of captivity and torture and death 
still overhangs the settlements. The perplexities and anxie- 
ties of the situation at last prostrated the old veteran of sev- 
enty-five years, and made him, as he says, ''extreme sick.** 
But he quickly rallied. There is fifteen years of life in 
him yet, and he appeared at his highest point of vigor in 
the following year, when the witchcraft delusion called 
forth the mental effort which crowned his life with imper- 
ishable distinction. 

Letter from Henry Dow. 

namptoD, September 20th or aOlb, 1G91. 
Mi^r Pike: 

BiUf — We have received Intelligonce from Sntidybeach that 
aince 13 o'clock this day the enemy have killod or carried 
away sizteca porsons, of which old good man Brocket's and 
goodman Uan's families have the groatost blow. The uics- 
aengers that brought the news, on their return iug home about 
the time the moon did rise this night, at a place called Raggy 
Neck, about half a mile this side Saudy beach garrison, they 
do affl:m to me they saw, as they adjudged, about forty one; 
mies comiug toward Hampton with five or six canoes on their 
heads, which caused them to come bock to Hampton again, 
and brought us word of it, which we have thought it conven- 
ient to signify to your worship, lest they should come along 
with their canoes in the night and do damage to houses near 
the sea. We are iu a sod conditiou, the euemy is so violent. 
The Lord givo us all wisdom to teach us what we ought to do. 

So, with my respect presented to you, I remain your loving 
friend and servant, Hexay Dow. 
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QbmtuemeNi— I am exti«in« Biok^ and it is now about derM 
at nigbt that this came to my band, ^?itb the ooniln&atioii of 
six iLilled at Newichawannook the day before. 

I am your humble eervaut^ Bobbbt FUU. 

On the back of this letter, in Major Pikers baodwriting: 

Dttfi, tSs TtlSSl. 

If Captatn March be not at bomei ctrry It to the court yonneli; or tend hif 
s safe haud. Bobsu fixi, A$HUmnL 

September SSth, ISDt 
Late in the night, near to break of day, this came to band 
when. I was asloop at my lodging at Ipswich, beinj^ there on 
court sorvioc, and therefore send it forward to the governor. 

Yours, N. Saltonstall. 

The Indian wars of this period were not the only soarcei 
of suffering to which the early colonists wore subjected. 
The following. complaint of citizens of New England was 
made of the Andros government, bappily brought to an 
end by the revolution of 1680 : 



Of all our oppressors we wore chiefly sqneezed by a crew of 
'J abject persons fetched from Now York to be the tools of our 

adversaries. By these were extraordiuary and intolerable foes 
exacted from every one upon all occasions, without any rules 
but their own iusatiato avarice aud beggary. 



^ A little Inter tlicy had a taste of the mischief of tbo first 

issue of pp.pcr money. Governor Ilutchinson saya : 



The flrst i)apor money issued iu New England was to defiray 
the expenses of the abortive expedition against Canada, in tba 
summer and full of ICIH). These notes fell at flrst, but after- 
wanl came up on being rocoived for taxes at five per cent, pre- 
mium. The experiment was repeated in 1711, on tbo second 
expedition to Canada. This issue had fifty thousand ponndt 
adiUid to it in 1714, and one hundi*ed thousand pounda more in 
1716. In 1702 six sUiUings and oightponce in currency wai 
equal to an ounce of silver. In 1749 it took fifty shlllicgs in 
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pftper moMy to buy an onneo of the same metal. In this year 
bUla of credit were aboliahed. 

Hutchiaaon goes on to relate the following curious facts : 

* • , * • 

Barbadoes followed the first example, and the notes fell so 
low that the affairs of the island fell into oonfasion, and the 
paper money had to he abolished. 

A land bank was established in England in the reign of King 
William [about this period] and entirely failed. 

Hntchinsou suggests that tho idea of this bank camo 
from New England, and adds a remark that has not been 
verified by experiencei namely, that ^ unless these experi- 
ences shall bo forgotten, the government will never, it is to 
be presumed, issue any more paper money." 
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CHAPTER XXm. 

ROBERT PIKS*0 CONNECTION WTTn THE 8ALBM WnCBCRATT 
PK0CKED1NG8.— UIB GREAT ARGUMENT AQAINET TBI PIKM- 
ECUTION. 

Robert Pisb*b connection mth. the Salom witchofaft 
proceodingB in 1092, vthen he was 8ovonty-«ix yean old, 
was tho most signal event of his life. Circnmstanocis con- 
spired to interest Lira in it personally to the high;38t de^ 
grcc. In the wide sweep which tho prosecutions took, 
high and low were alike implicated, till at length no one 
felt secure from attacks which were almost saro to be soc- 
ccedod by swift and sudden destruction. No one dared 
breast the storm, for such resistance was deemed evidence 
of complicity with tho imps and witches, who, with all tho 
powers of hcU at their back, were aiming at the orerthrow 
of God*8 kingdom on earth. This offence was ao great, 
that tlio prosecutors did not hesitate to seize upon tho 
highest and best people, some of whom, under tho diabol- 
ical influences of tho time, were peremptorily taken to 
jail, and thence hurried to execution. 

Among the persons so charged with witchcraft was 
Mary jBradbury, a woman of seventy-five years, the wife 
of one of tho most prominent and honorable citizens of 
the town of Salisbury. She was a woman of exceptionally 
high standing in Christian life and character. She and 
her husband had been residents of Salisbury for over fifty 
years, and were the life-long friends of Robert Pike* • Their 
son, Wymond Bradbury, had married Sarah Pike, eldest 
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daagliter of Robert, tliirty yean before. The families 
were thns associated by ties of the most intimate cliarac- 
ter. On the arrest of Mary Bradbury, we may presume 
that Robert Pike entered into the case with all tlio zeal 
and energy of his nature. If anything was wanting, be- 
yond the native impulses of his character, to induce him 
to embark in opposition to the fanatical storm then raging, 
we have it in this family connection. 

The circumstances under which Robert Pike's argument 
was brought to light have been fully explained by Mr. 
Upham, in his " History of the Salem Witchcraft," an ex- 
tract from which will be found in the next chapter. 

In the celebrated case of Susanna Martin, the remem- 
brance of which is perpetuated by the genius of Whittier, 
Robert Pike was the magistrate before whom a portion of 
the testimony was taken. In the performance of his duty 
to record the narrations of the several witnesses, there was 
but little opportunity for him to manifest his private sen- 
timents on the subject of witghcraft, and the character of 
the evidence produced to sustain it; but of such oppor- 
tunity as there was he availed liimsclf. One striking in- 
stance is referred to by Mr. Upham ; but the careful reader 
will not fail to perceive others, as he peruses the testimony 
of the witnesses, which will be found in the Appendix. 
They were allowed full scope for all they had to say, with- 
out let or hinderance, and in the hands of believers, like 
Cotton Mather, were never required to qualify their state- 
ments. But in these depositions will be found some dam- 
aging admissions, which it is plain were drawn out by 
questions of the magistrate. He is once called on to con- 
firm the statement of a witness that his wife had gone 
crazy in consequence of being bewitched. He says he for- 
merly knew the woman to be sane, but that now she was 
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^ miserHbly demented ;'* but he talcos very good care not 
to Bay 1)0 thought there was any witchcraft in the case. 

The deposiiicnB referred to were taken in May, 1092. 
Mary Bradbury was imprisoned in July of the same year. 
The argument laid before the judges bears date Aagust 
0th, 1602. There were no executions after September 22d 
in that year, and a general jail delivery took place in May, 
1003. All the trials and convictions that resulted in exe> 
cutions took place between the months of June and Sep- 
tember, 1002. 

Pike's argument did not secure Mary Bradbury^a acquit- 
tal. She was convicted, along with five others, four of 
whom were hanged on September 22d, which wns the date 
of the last executions. But Mary Bradbury escapedy by 
some means of which we are not informed. 

llobert ].*iko was there not only as an advocate but an 
advisor, llad ho been Governor of Massachusetts a^ this 
crisii), as from his age, position, and character ho might 
well have been, the old commonwealth would most proba- 
bly have been spared the blackest page in her history. 
But ho had discovered no sunken Spanish galleon loaded 
with treasure, and was thus neither knight nor governor, 
like Sir William Phips, the rude son of fortune who then 
occupied the executive chair. 

The following is the letter and argument of llobert Pike, 
which we have so often mentioned, addressed to ono of the 
judges : 

Letter from " R. P.** to Jonatilvn Corwin. 

Salliibnry, Ansnst 9111, MM. 

Honored Sir, — According as in my former to you I hinted 

that I hold niysolf obliged to give you somo further acooani 

of my rudo though soloum thoughts of that great caaa now 

boforo you, the happy managcmont wlioreof do so mnoh con* 
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dnee to the glory of Qod, the safety and tranqnillity of the 
coQtitryi besidea what I have said in my former and the en? 
eloeed, I farther humbly present to consideration the doubt- 
fulness and uneafety of admitting spectre testimony against 
the life of any that are of blameless conversation, and plead 
innocent, from the uncertainty of them ; for, as for diabolical 
visions, apparitions or representations, thoy are more common- 
ly fiilse and delusive than real, and cannot be known when 
they are real and when feigned, but by tbo doviVs report, and 
then not to be believed, because he is the father of lies. 

1. Either the organ of the eye is abused, and the senses de- 
luded, so as to think they do see or hear some thing or person 
when indeed tboy do not, and this is fi-oqueut with common 
jugglers. 

2. Tbe dovil himself appears in the shape and likeness of a 
person or tbiug, when it is not the person or tbiug itself; so 
he did in the sbape of Samuel. 

3. And sometimes persons or things themselves do really 
appear, but how is it possible for any one to give a true testi- 
mony who possibly did see neituer shape nor person, but were 
deluded, and if tbey did see anything, tbey know not wbetbcr 
it was tbe person or but his shape. All tbat can be rationally 
or truly said in such a case is this : that I did see tbo shape 
or likeness of such a person, if my senses or eyesight were not 
deluded ; and tboy can honestly say no more, becauso tbey 
know no more, except the devil tells them more ; and if ho do, 
they can but say he told tbem so. But the matter is still in- 
credible ; first, because it is but their saying the dovil told 
them so; if he did so toll tbem, yet tbe verity of tbo thing ro- 
rouius still unproved, because tbo devil was a liar and a mnr- 
erer (John viii. 44), and may toll theso lies to murder an in- 
nocent person. 

But tbis case seems to be solved by an assertion of some, that 
affirm that the dovil do not or cannot appear in tbo shape of a 
godly person to do hurt; otbers affirm tlio contrary, and say 
that he can and often have so done, of which tbey give many 
instances for proof of wbat they say ; which, if granted, the 
case remains yet unsolved, and yet the very hinge upon which 
tbat weighty case depends. To which I humbly say : 
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FinU Tbat I do lament that saob a point thonld be ao need* 
fal to ht determined— wbioh seems not probable, If possible, to 
bo detoruiiued to infallible Batisfactioni for want of clear Soript- 
ure to deoide it by, thougb very rational to be believed aeoord* 
iug to rules ; as, for iustanoo, if divers examples are ^alleged 
of the Bliai>e of persons tbat bave been seen, of whom there Is 
ample testimony tbat iboy lived and died in tbe faitb, yet, 
saitb tbe objector, it is possible tbey may be bypocriteS| there- 
furo tbe proof is <iot infallible ; and as it may admit of snoli an 
objection agulusi tbe reasons given on tbe alUrmatlvei mnch 
more may the same objection be made against tbe oegatlve, 
for which tiioy can or do give tio reason dt all, nor can a nega^ 
tive be proved (therefore diOicult to be determined to satisfy 
infallibly); but, seeing it must be discnssod, I humbly offer 
these few words: 1st, I humbly conceive that the saints oil 
earth are not more privileged in that cose than the saints in 
heaven ; but the duvil may appear in tho shape of a saint in 
heaven, numel}', in the shape of Samuel (1 8am. xxviii. 13,14); 
therefore he can or may represent the shape of a saint that 
is upon the earth. Besides, there may be innocent persons 
that are not saints, and thuir innocency ought to be their se- 
curity, as well as godly men's; and I hear nobody question but 
tho devil may take their shape. 

Second, It doth not hurt any man or woman to present the 
shape or likeness of un innocent person, moru than for a limner 
or carver to draw his picture and show it, if he do not In that 
form do some evil (nor then cither): if the laws of man do 
not oblige him to suiTer for what the devil doth In bis shape, 
the laws of God do not. 

Third, The devil had power, by Qod's permission, to take 
the very person of our Lord Jesus Clirist, in the day or time of 
his humiliation, aud carry him from place to place, and tempt- 
ed him with toniptAttouH of horrid blasphemy, and yet left him 
innocent. And why not much more appear in liis shape (or 
mako folk think it is his shape, when indeed it is not), aud yet 
the person be innocent — Inking far enough off, and not knowing 
of it, nor would consent if he had known it, his profession and 
conversation bciuf; otherwise. 

Fourth. I Buppcso it is granted by all that the person of one 
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that is dead oannot appear, booause the booI and body are eep* 
arated, and 00 the person is dissolved, and so ceaseth to be: 
and ik U at certain that the person of the living cannot be in 
two places ak one time, but ho that is at Boston cannot be at 
Salem or Cambridge at the same time ; but as the malice and 
envy in the devil makes it his bnsincss to seek whom he may 
devour, so no qnestion bnt he doth infuse the same quality in- 
to those that leave Jesus Christ to embrace him ; that thoy do 
envy those that are innocent, and npon that account bo as 
ready to say and swear that thoy did see thom as the devil is 
to present their shape to them. Add but this also, that, when 
they are once under his power, ho puts them on headlong (thoy 
must needs go whom the devil drives, saith the proverb), aud 
the reason is clear — because they are taken captive by him, to 
do his will. And we see, by woful and undeniable exporicnco, 
• both in the afilieced persons and the confessors, somo of thom, 
that he tormouls them at his pleasure, to force them to accuse 
others. Some are apt to doubt thoy do but counterfuit ; but, 
poor souls I I am utterly of another mind, and 1 lament them 
with all my heart ; but, take which you please, the case is 
the same as to the main issue ; for, if thoy counterfeit, tlio 
wickedness is the greater in them, and the less in the devil ; 
but if they be compelled to it by the devil, against thoir 
wills, then the sin is the devil's, and the sufferings theirs ; 
but if their testimonies be allowed of. to make persons guil- 
ty by, the lives of innocent persons are alike in danger by 
them, which is the solemn consideration that do disquiet the 
country. * 

Now, that the only wise Qod may so direct you in all that 
lie may have glory, the country peace and safety, and your 
hands strengthened in that great work, is the desire and con- 
stant prayer of your humble servant, R. P., who shall no fur- 
ther trouble yon at present. 

Position UL That to put a witch to death is the command of 
Qod, and therefore the indispensable duty of man, namely, the 
magistrate (Exod. zxii. 18); which granted, resolves two ques- 
tions that I have heard mode by some : 1st, Whether there are 
any such creatures as witches in the world ; 2d, If there be, 
whether they can be known to bo snch by men : both which 
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must 1)6 determined on the afflrmatiyei or else that oommand- 
ment were in Tain. 

Potitioii fid. Tbat it mast he witohea that are pat to deaths 
and not innocent persons : ** Thoa shalt not oondemn the inno- 
cent nor the righteous '' (Ezod. xxifL 7). 

Query Ut Whioh premised, it hrings to this query^ namely, 
how a witch may bo known to be a witch* 

AttHwcr, l8t| By the mouth of two or three witnesses (Dent 
xix. 15 ; Matt, xviii. 16 ; Dont. xvii. 6) ; 2d, They may bo known 
by their own confesdiou, being compoi mentUf and not under 
horrid temptation to 8olf>mm*dor. 

Query 2d. What is it those two or three witnesses must 
swear f Must thoy swear that such a person is a witoh f Will 
that do the thing, as in vulgarly supposed f 

Answer, I think that is too unsafe to go by, as well as hard 
to bo done by tho ndviacd : Ist, Because it would expose the 
lives of all alike to tho ideasuro or passion of those that are 
minded to tako them away ; 2d, Because that, in snoh a testi- 
mony, tho witno88C8 arc not only informers in matter of liiet, 
but solo judges of tho crime — which is the proper work of the 
judges, aud not of witncBses. 

Query 3(1. What is it that the witnesses must testify iu the 
case, to prove one to be a witch f 

Jnawer, They must witness tho person did put forth acme 
act Avhicb, if true, was an act of witchcraft, or familiarity with 
tho devil, tho witness attest the fact to bo upon hla certain 
knowledge, and tho judges to judge that fact to be aaeh a 
crime. 

Query Ath» What acts are they which roust be proved to be 
committed by a jMrson that shall be counted legal proof of 
witchcraft, or familiarity with the devil t 

Answer, This I do profess to bo so hard a qnestion, for want j 
of light from the Word of God and laws of men, that I do not j 
know what to say to it ; and therefore humbly eoneelve that» In • 
such a difllculty, it may be more safe for the present to let a j 
guilty person live till further discovery, than to put an Inoo^ I 
cent person to death : Ist, Because a guilty person may afte^ 
ward bo discovered, and so put to death ; but an innocent per- 
son to bo put u> death caunot be brought again to Ufa when 
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^ onoe dead ; 8d, Beoanse secret tbinga belong to Qod only, bot 
- revealed tbiugs to us and to our cbildren ; and though it be so 
A diffloolt sometimes, yet witches there are, and may bo known 
* by some acts or other put forth by them, that may render them 
sacb ; for Scripture examples I can remember but few in the 
I Old Testament besides Balaam (Numb. xxii. 6 ; xxxi. 16). 

I%r§t The sorcerers of Egypt could not tell the intorpreta- 
t- tion of Pharaoh's dream, though he told them, his dream (Gon. 
k xlL 8). His successors afterward bad sorcerorsy that by eu- 
- ehantments did, first, turn their rods into serpoats (Exod. vii. 
11,12); second, turned water into blood; third, brought frogs 
upon the laud of Egypt (Exod. viii. 7). 
9 Second, Nebuchadnezzar's magicians said that they would 
tell him the interpretation if ho would toil thorn his di-oani 
~ (Dan. iv, 7) ; but the king did not believe them (versea 8, 9). 
Third. The Witch of Eudor raised the devil, iu tlie likeness 
of Samuel, to tell Saul his fortune ; and Suul nuulo use of hiiu 
accordingly (1 Sam. xxviii. 8, 11-15); and, ns fur the New 
Testament, I see very little of that nature. Onr Lord Jchus 
Christ did cast out many devils, and so did his diBciplcs, both 
while he was upon earth and afterward, of which some wore 
dreadfully circumstanced (Mark ix. 18 ; Mark v. 2-5) ; but of 
witches, we only read of four mentioned in the apostles' time : 
1st, Simon Magus (Acts viii. 9, 11) ; 2d, Elymas the sorcerer 
(Acts xiii. 6, 6) ; 3d, The seven sons of Sceva, a Jew, that were 
Tagabond Jews— exorcists (Acts xix, 13-16); 4thy Tlie girl 
which, by a spirit of divination, brought her master much gain 
(Acts xvi. 16), whether it were by telling fortunes or finding 
out lost things, as our cunniug men do, is not said ; but some- 
thing it was that was done by that spirit which was in her, 
which, being cost out, she could not do. Now, whatever was 
done by any of those, by the help of the devil, or by virtue of 
familiciity with him, or that the devil did do by their consent 
or instigation, it is that which, the like being now proved to 
lie done by others, is legal conviction of witchcraft or famili- 
arity with the devil. 

Ajb I remember, Mr. Perkins apprehends witchcraft may be 
aometimes committed by virtue of an implicit covenant with 
the devU, though there be not implicit covenant visibly be- 
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tween tbem, aamely, by using auoh words and gettaret wImto* 1 
by they do intimate to tbe devil what tbey would, haVa Jiim dd^ 
Audbedotbit. 

To tell events eontingent, or to bring anytblng tp past by 
enpematiiral means, or by no means, 

I bave board ol mmo tbat make a circle, and moinble over 
some nncoutb wonls ; and some, tbat bave been spltefhl and 
suspicious porsonsy tbat bave sent for a bandfol of thatch £am 
tbe boUwHe or barn of bim tbat tbey bave owed a spite tO| and 
tbo bouse bos been burned as tbey bad burned, the thatcb 
tbat tbey fetcbcd. 

AVlieu Captttiu Smith was cast away in the ship hnilt by 
Mr. Sluveus at Cloucosior, many years ago, it wsa said tbat 
tbe woman tbat was accusod fur doing it did put a dish tn a 
pail of water, and scut ber girl several times to see the motion 
of the dinbi till at lost it was turned over, and then the woman 
said, " Now, Smith is gone," or '* is cast away." 

A neighbor of miufc, wlio is a Hampshire man, told me that 
a suspected woman desired Bomethiug of some of the family, 
which being deuieii, slie either muttered or threatened, and 
sbme evil suddenly followed, nud they put ber into a cart, to 
carry her to WinclKister; and when they bad gone a little way 
the team could not move the cart, though in plain g^round. 
The master commandod to curry a knitch of straw and bum 
ber in the cart ; which to avoid, she said they should go along, 
and they did. This they did several times before tbey earns 
to Winchester, of which passages the men tbat went with her 
gave their oaths and she was executed. 

Some have been transformed into dogs, cats, hares, hogs, and 
other creatures ; and in those shapes have sometimes leeeived 
wounds which have made them undeniably guilty, and so ooo- 
fessed. Sometimes having their imps sucking them, or Infjilli- 
ble tokens that they are sucked, in the search of which great 
caution to be given, because of some superfluities of nature, 
and diseases that people ore incident unto, as the piles, etc, 
of which the judges are, upon the testimony of tbe witnesses, 
to determiuo what of crime is proved by any of these oironm- 
stances, with many other, in which Qod is pleased many times, 
by some overt acts, to bring to light that secret wickedness to 
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•ppaient conyiotiooi fiomeiimes by their own necessitated con* 
feeeioni whereby those that he hath commanded to be pat to 
death may be known to be such ; which, when known, then it 
is a duty to put them to death, and not before, though thoy 
were as gnilty before as theu. 

There are two queries more with respect to what is proper 
to us in this JuDCture of time, of which we have no account of 
the like bciug common at other times or in other places, name- 
ly, these: 

Query bth. The fifth query is, what are we to think of those 
persons at Salem, or the Village, before whom the people are 
brought for detection, or otherwise to bo concerned with them, 
in Older to their beiug apprehended or acquitted f 

Answer, That I am, of all men, the least able to give auy 
C4>ujecture about it, because I do not know it, haviug myself 
never seen it, or kuow nothing of it but by report, iu which 
Hiere must be supposed a possibility of some mistake, iu part 
or in whole ; but timt which I have here hoard is this : let. 
That they do tell who are witches, of which some thoy know 
and some thoy do not ; 2(1, Tbey toll who did tormcut such 
and such a portion, though thoy kuow not the person; 3il, 
Thoy are tormeuted themselves by tbe looks of persons that 
are present, and recovered again by the touching of tlicm ; 4th, 
That, if they look to them, thoy full down tormeuted ; but, if 
the persons accused look from them, they recover, or do not 
fall into that torment ; &th, Thoy can tell wlieu a person is 
coming before they see them, and what clothes thoy Imve ; and 
some, what they have done for several years past, which no- 
body else ever accused them with, nor do not yet think them 
guilty of; 6th, That the dead out of their graves do appear 
unto them, and tell them that they have boon nmrdcrcd, and 
require them to see them to be revenged on the mui-derers, 
which they name to them ; some of which persons are well 
known to die their natural deaths, and publicly buried in the 
Bight of all men. Now, if these things be so, I thus affirm : 
1st, That whatsoever is done by them that is supernatural 
is either divine or diabolical ; 2il, That nothing is or can be 
divine but what has Qod's stamp upon it, to which he refers 
for trial (Isa. viii. 10, 20) : *' If they speak not accordiug to 



ARGUMENT AGAINST WITCHCRAFT. UT 

tliese, there it no light in them f Sd, And by tbfti role bom 
of these actiona of thein have any warrant iu God'a iroid| bat 
condemned wholly. 

Isty It is utterly unlawful to inquire of the ddad, or to 1m 
informed by them (Iso. viii. 19). It was an act of the 'Witck 
of Endor to raise the dead, and of a reprobate Saul to inquire 
of him (1 Sam. xxviii. 8, 11-14 ; Dent, xviii. 11) ; Sd, It it a 
lil^e evil to seek to them that have familiar spirita (Lot. xix. 
31). It was tbe siu of Saul in the forementioned plaee (1 Sam. 
xxviii. 8), aud of wicked Manasses (2 Kings, xxi. 6) ; 3d, No 
more is it likely that there rackiug and tormenting abould be 
done by Go4l or good angels, but by the devil, whoao manner 
has ever becu to be co employed. Witness hia dealing with 
the poor child (Mark ix. 17, 19, 20-212), and with the man that 
was possessed by him (Mark v. 2-5), besides what he dhl to 
Job (Job ii. 7), and all the lies that he told agalnat him to 
the very face of (lod ; 4th, Tiie same may be rationally said 
of all the rest. Who should tell them things that they do not 
see but the devil, especially when some things tliat they tell 
ure false and mistakou T 

Query C//i. These things premised, it now comes to tbe last 
and greatest question or query, namely : How shall It he 
known when the devil do any of these acta of hla own proper 
motion, without human concurrence, consent, or inatigatioDi 
and when he doth it by the suggestion or consent of any per-^ 
sou? This question, well resolved, would do oar buaineai:' 
iHt, That the devil can do nets supernatural without tbe 
fui'therauce of htm by human consent or concarrence; bul 
men or women cannot do them without tbe help of tbe devil 
(nmst bo granted). That granted, it follows that the devil it 
always the doer, but whether abetted in \i by anybody ia nn*| 
certain ; 2d, Will it \y\ snfllcient for the devil himaelf to say 
such a man or woman set him a work to torment auch a person 
by looking upon him t Is the devil a competent witness ii 
such a case t 3d, Or are those that are tormented by him legal 
witnesses to say that the devil doth it by the procarement of 
such a person, whereas they know nothiug about it bat what 
comes to them from the devil (that torments them) t 4th, May 
we believe the witches that do accuse any one because they aay 
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•o (««& the ffolt be better than the tiee) t If tbe root of all 
iliolr knowledge be tbe deyUi what must tbeir teatimooy bet 
5tb| Their testimony may be legal against tbemselveB, because 
tliey know what themselves do, but cannot know what another 
doth but by information from the devil : I mean in such cases 
fvben the person accused do deny it, and his conversation is 
blameless (Prov. xviii..5; Frov. xiz. 5). 

Ist, It is directly contrary to the use of reason, the law of 
nature, and principles of humanity, to deny it and plead inno- 
cent when accused of witchcraft, and yet, at the very samo 
time, to be acting witchcraft in the sight of all men, when they 
know their lives lie at stake by doing it. Self-iutorest teaches 
eveiy one better ; 2d, It is contrary to the deviVc nature, or 
common practice^ to accuse witches. They are a considerable 
part of his kingdom, which would fall if divided against itself 
(Matt. xii. 26) ; except we think he that spoke the words un- 
derstood not what he said (which were blasphemy to think) ; 
or that those common principles or maxims arc now changed ; 
or that the devil has changed his nature, and is now become 
a reformer, to purge out witches out of the world, out of the 
country, and out of the churches ; and is to be believed, though 
A liar and a murderer from the begiunf^ig, and also though his 
business is going about continually seeking whom he may do-* 
•troy (1 Pet. v. 8) ; aud his peculiar subject of his accusation 
ore the brethren ; called the accuser of the brethren. 

Objection, God does sometimes bring things to light by his 
providence in a way extraonlinary. 

Jnnoer. It is granted God has done so, aud brought hidden 
things to light, which, upon examination, have been proved or 
confessed, and so the way is clear fur their execution ; but what 
ia that to this case, where the devil is accuser aud witness t 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

MR. UPIIAM'3 COMMKNTS ON THB WTTCHCRArr PBOOSBDIKCM 
AND ON BOBBRT PUOfi'S ARGUMENT AOAINST THBK. 

Thk following extract is from the Hon. C, W, Upham* 
able and exhaustive *^ History of the Salem Witchoraft,' 
to which W6 have before referred (Supplement to vol ii 
p. 449) : 

It can hardly bo said that there was any open and arowe 
opposition in tho community to the [witchcraft] prooeediog 
during their early progress. There is some unoertainty an 
obscurity aS to what extent there was an unexpressed diseen 
in the minds of particular private persons. On the general sul 
ject of the existcuce aiul the power of the devil and his agencj 
more or loss, in influoticing humau and earthly affairs, It wool 
bo diflicult to pre* o that there was any cousidcrable dlfferenc 
of opinion. 

Theilrst undisguised and unequivocal opposition to tbepn 
cccdiugs was a remarkable document that has recently oomef 
light. Among some papers which have found their way to tl 
custody of tho Ksscx lustituto is a letter dated ^* SalUbnr; 
AuguHt 9th, 1092/' addressed **To tho worshipful Jonathan Co 
win, Esq., these present, at his house in Salem." It is endorsei 
''A letter to my grandfather, on account of the oondemnatic 
of the witches.'' Its date shows that it was written whl 
tho public infatuation aud fury wore at their height, and tl 
Court was scntoucing to death and sending to the gallows i 
successive cart-loads. There is no injunction of seoreoy, an 
no shrinking from responsibility. Although the name of tl 
writer is not given in full, he was evidently well known i 
Corwin, and had written to him before on the subjeet. TL 
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snatsengor, in aeeordance with the superscription, undoubtedly 
delivered it into the bauds of the judge at his residencei on the 
comer of Essex and North streets. The fact that Jonathan 
Corwlu preserved this document| and phicod it in the files of 
his family papers, is pretty good proof that he appreciated the 
ireight of its argnmeuts. It is not improbable that he ex- 
pressed himself to that effect to his brothrou ou the bench, and 
perhaps to others. What he said, and the fact that ho was 
holding such a correspondence, may have reached the ears of 
the accusers, and led them to commence a movomout against 
liim by crying out upon his mothor>iu-la\v. 

The letter is a roost able argument against the manner in 
vhich the trials were conducted, and by conclusivo logic over- 
throws the whole fabric of the evidence on the strength of 
inrhich the Court was convicting and taking the lives of inno- 
cent persons. No such piece of roasuniug has come to us from 
that age. Its author must bo acknowledged to have been an 
expert in dialectic subtleties, and a pure reasoncr, of unsur- 
passed acumeu and force. It requires, but it will reward, the 
closest attention and coi>centratiou of thought in following tho 
threads of the argument. It reaches its conclusionH on a most 
difficult subject witii clearness and certainty. U acliiovos and 
realizes, in mere mental processes, quantities, and forces, on tlie 
points at which it aims, what is called demonstration in math- 
ematics and geometry. 

The writer does not discredit, but seems to have received, 
the then prevalent doctrines relating to the personality, pow- 
er, and attributiss of the devil, and from that standpoint con- 
troverts and demoliBhcs the principles on which the Court was 
prceoedtng in reference to the " spectral evidence,^' and the 
credibility of the '' afflicted children'' generally. The letter, 
and thd formal argument 'appended to it, arrest notice in one 
or two general aspects. There is an appearance of their hav- 
ing proceeded from an elderly person, not at all from any marks 
of infirmity of intellect, but rather from an air of wisdom and 
A tone of authority which can only result from long experience 
and observation. The circumstance that an amanuensis was 
employed, and the author writes the initials of his signature 
only, strengthens this impression. At the same time there are 
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tr6 &aT6» to have died in 1G93. (Th&t date ia given ia tli6 
Harratd Triennial for tbe death of HobeH Paiue the grudu- 
ale, t>ut erroueooslyi I tbiuk, as siguatureg to documents, and 
conveyances of pro^ierty subsequently, can hardly bo ascribed 
to any other person.) Robert Pal ue, the father, from tbe ear- 
'ilost settlement of Ipswich, had been one of the leadiug men 
of the town, apparently of larger property tban any otbor, of* 
ten its deputy in the General Court, and, for a great length of 
time, ruling elder of the oburoh. '* Elder Paiue,'' or Pcuii, as 
the name was often spelled, enjoyed the friendship of John 
Norton, and all the ministci*s far and near, and religious meet- 
ings were often held at his house. We kuow nothing to Jus- 
tify ns in saying that ho could not have been the autbor of 
this paper; but we also know nothing, except the appearance 
of his name upon it, to impute it to him. 

The document is dp.ted from ** Salisbury'.'' So fur as wd 
know, Elder Paiue always lived in Ipswich ; although having 
property in the upper county, he may often have been (and 
possibly in his last years resided) there. It is, it is true, a 
strong circumstance that his name is written, altbongh by a 
late hand, under tbe initials. It shows that the person who 
wrote it thought that '' B. P.'' meant llobort Paine; but any 
one conversant especially with the antiquities of Ipswich or 
this part of the country, might naturally fall into such a mis- 
take. The authorship of documents was often erroneously 
ascribed. The words ** Robert Pain " were, probably, not on 
the paper when the endorsement was made : ** A letter to my 
grandfather," etc. Elder Robert Palno, if living in 16^, was 
uinety-one years of age. The document nnder consideration, 
if composed by him, is truly a marvellous production — an iu<r 
telleetnal phenomenon not easily U be paralleled. 

The facts in reference to Robert Pike of Salisbur}', as they 
bear upon the question of the authorship of the document, are 
these: He A\^as seventy-six years of age in 1G92, and had al- 
ways resided in/' Salisbury.'' The letter and argument are 
both in the handwriting of Captain Thomas Urudbury, Re- 
corder of old Norfolk County. On this point there can be no 
qnestion. Bradbury and Pike had been fellow-townsmen for 
more than half a century, connected by all the ties of neigh- 
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borfadod and family intermarriage, and jointlj'or -alteri 
had borne all tbe dvio and military honors the people' 
bestow. The document was prepared aiid delivered I 
iudg^ while Mrs. Bradbury was in prison, and Jnst one t 
before her trial. Pike, as has been shown (p. 926), was i 
interested in her behalf. The original signature (<' R. P; 
the markdd charactoristibs of the same iuitial letters, as 
in iuouiiicrablo autographs of his on file or record.' 'The 
iutorliuoatious, beyond question, in Piko*s handwriting. ' 
facts demonstrate both Pike and Bradbury were ooncen 
produciug the document. 

The history of Hobert Piko proves that he was a- m 
groat ability, had a turn of miud toward logical exercise 
was from early life conversant with disputations. ' 1 
fifty years before ho argued in town meeting against th 
prioty, in view of civil and ecclesiastical law, of ccrtaii 
of the General Court. They arraigned, disfranchised, an 
erwiHo punished him for his 'Mitigiousness;*' but the ^ 
of his character soon compelled them to restore his po 
rights, and the people of Salisbury, the very next yea: 
him among them as their deputy, and continned him 
time to tiiuo in that capacity. At a subsequent period I 
the loader and spokesman of a party in a controversy 
some ecclesiastical alluirs, involving apparently certaii 
questions of theology, which created a great stir throu| 
country. Tlio contest reached so high a point that the c 
at Salisbury excommunicated him; but the public voi 
manded a council of churches, which assembled in 8ept( 
1G7C, and reinstated Major Pike, coudcnming his excon) 
SI cation, '^ finding it not justiOablo, upon divers grounds. 

this occasion, as before, tho General Court frowned np( 
denounced him; but tho peoplo came again to his i 
sending him, at the next election, into tho House of Do] 
and kept him there until raised to tho npper house aa 
sistant. He was in the practice of conducting causes 
courts, and was long a local Magistrate and one of the < 
Judges. 

He docs not appear to have been present at any of the 
or examinations of 1692, but his official fiosition as Asi 
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eanaed many depositioiui taken in his neighborhood to he ao* 
knowledged and sworn before him. While entertaiuing the 
preyalent views about diabolical agency, he always disap- 
proyed of the proceedings of the Court, in the particulars to 
^hich the arguments of the communication to Jounthan Cor- 
win apply— -the <' spectre evidence,'' aud the statements and 
actings of " the afflicted children." There are iudications that 
■ometimes he saw through the folly of the stories told by per- 
Bous whose depositions he was called to attest. Oue John 
Pressy was circulating a wonderful tale about au encounter he 
liad with the spectre of Susanna Martin. Pike sent for him 
and took his deposition. Pressy averred that one evening, 
coming from Amesbury Ferry, he fell in with the shape of 
Martin in the form of a body of light, which *' seemed to be 
nbont the bigness of a half-bushel." After much dodging and 
xnanoDuvering, and being lost and bewildered, wandering to and 
fh), tumbling into holes — whore, as the deposition states, no 
''snch pits" wore known to exist — and other m'lHadventui'es, 
he came to blows with the light, and had several brushes with 
it, striking it with his stick. At one time ** ho thinks he gave 
her at least forty blows." He finally succeeded in finding ^' his 
own house, but, being then seized with fear, could nut speak 
till his wife spoke to him at the door, and was in such a condi- 
tion that the family was afraid of him ; which story being car- 
ried to town the next day, it was, upon inquiry, underatood 
that said goodwifo Martin was in such a miserable case and iu 
such pain that they swabbed her body, as was reported." lie 
concludes his deposition by saying that Major Pike " seemed 
to be troubled that this deponent had not told him of it iu 
season, that she might have been viewed, to have seen what 
her ail was." The affair had happened " about twenty-four 
years ogo." Probably neitber Pressy nor the Court appreci- 
ated the keenness of the major's expression of regret. It broke 
the bubble of the deposition. The whole story was the pro- 
daot of a benighted imagination, disordered by fear, filled with 
inebriate vagaries, exaggerated in nightmare, and resting upon 
wild aud empty rumors. Hobort Pike's course, in the case of 
Mrs. Bradbury, harmonizes with the supposition that he was 
Corwin's correspondent. 
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Materials may be brought to light that will ebuige the evi- 
denoe ou this poiut. Tt may be found that Elder Paine died 
before 1692 ; that would dispose of the question. It may ap- 
pear that he was living in Salisbury at the time, and acted 
with Pike and Bradbury, they giving to the paper the aatho^ 
ity of his venerable name and years. But idl that ia now 
known constrains me to the conclusion stated in the text. 

It is well established that Robert Paine, son of Elder 
Kobort Paine, was foreman of tho jury in the witchcraft 
trials. 

Mr. Savage, in bis " Genealogical Dictionary/' says tbe 
death of Elder Robert Paine took place in 1 084. Joseph 
B. Felt, in his '* History of Ipswich," where Elder Robert 
Paine resided, says, in his obituary and biographical no- 
tices, chronologically arranged, nnder date of 1684, ** Rob- 
ert Paine died about this year; bom 1601." 

Elder Paine was a practical man, possessing a conside^ 
able estate, and much engaged with business afiEairs. . lie 
held numerous trusts, and was both town and cophty trcas* 
urcr. lie resigned the latter office in 1683. If there w^re 
no other reasons, it is not according to tho course of nature 
that he should have composed such an argument as this at 
the age of ninety-one, had he lived so long. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

raiAL BXCOBD OF INDIAN AFFAIB8. -^ LAST OF ROBERT PIKE*0 
CORRESPONDENCE. — END OF HIS CAREER. 

• • . . • • ■ .• 

The witchcraft proceedings of 1692 were accompanied 
and followed by tbe satne Deve^ending' tale of savage dep- 
redations 4nd murders, and the efforts of the whites to ob- 
tain peace. 

. The subjoined letter from Rev. John Pikci chaplain at 
Pemaqnid, son of Robert, written in 1605, is an illustra- 
tion of this condition of affairs. John was a minister of 
respectability, and his journal, kept at Dover, where he was 
afterward settled, is among the publications of the Massa- 
chusetts Historical Society : 

To the Govanar and Council, 

Femaqaid, July 4th, 1696. 

« 

■' i need not tpuble your honors with any relation of our late 
transactions, because the commissionors are now returning 
homo. We understand that neither the Council nor your honor 
did approve our former treaty with tho ludians. We plainly 
told them we could make no truce or agreement with them un- 
less the Cou icil approved thereof; aud; if it were not so ex- 
pressed iu our letter, it wos for lack of time to word it right. 
But we could not get tho captives out of their hands by any- 
thing less than vrhat was done. I presume the gentlemen sent 
hither to treat are sufficiently convinced there is nothing to be 
gained of this subtle and deceitful enemy by holding them to 
strict terms ; neither will they be held to their own woixls and 
promises. But what I always thought Is now apparent, that 
they only aimed at the getting of bommazeen, etc., in all their 
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pretenees-^whicli, not aooording with their exp^cUtioiiy the] 
seem little concerned about peace, and went off with mneh dii 
content . It is also evident they kaye been Frenbhifiedyboth ii 
spirit and apparel, Kiuce their former treaty with oa. I bavi 
acqaainted the gentlemen sent hither with my neoeoaity ol 
rotamiug homo (as I formerly signified it to your honors)| whiel 
is strongly urged upon mo by the danger of the enemy, and tbi 
spreading sickucss in these parts. Craving leave to aubscrib 
myself Your honors* humblo servant, Joux Piius. 

The following letter of Robert Pike, dated, as will b 
been, in July, 1G95, is the last of his prcsci^ed correspond 
cnco with the government. It is probably among the las 
of his commuLiications, as ho docs not appear at any meet 
ing of the Assistants after the succeeding month of Maj 
1690. 

lie was now eighty years of ago, and, as liis journey ( 
forty miles to the Capitol at Boston was made usually o 
horseback, it was but natural that ho should think of reti 
ing from public service. 

To the Governor and Council, 

8<ilbbury, July the 29Ui, IttB. 

May it plkasb your Honors, — Not knowing of whom i 
might be expected to give your honors an account of the issu' 
of our last Week's motion — ^^which made so great a nolae, am 
the result of which no better account cat\ be given by leasoi 
of some false steps taken in it — I before informed you that oi 
Woducsday morniug, when the cattle were driven away, Ames 
bury men siguifiod it to Colouel Peirce in a letter. ColQue 
Poirce writ ou the backside of the letter, '* Show this to M«Ooi 
Piko/' aud ho did so; upon which wo sent a young man iati 
the meadow with a trumpet seundiug, aud fetched the oaptaii 
aud many men out of the meadow, aud presently {KMted up i 
matter of thirty men, so that with Amesbury aud Salisbury w 
had about sixty. It is to be observed tbat no alarm was givei 
either at Amesbury or Salisbury, because they hod no grca 
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Impe of AH opportanity of taking the enemy, supposing it to be 
the main body of theni| and therefore considered it not wise to 
move bnt with numbers suitable. There came Arom Newbury 
at first under twenty, but the next day Colonel Peirce himself 
went over with so many more as made their nnmbors one hun- 
dred and four. Because of the smokes that were discovered, 
which increased tlieir confidence of the caso. Colonel Peirce 
aent post to Ipswich and Balem, which by Friday had seut in 
two troops of horse, for which we owe the ockuowledgmout of 
all care and readinoss of Colouol Peirce, Co)'*" *^1 Appleton, aiid 
Colonel Gedney, to accommodate us with suitable supply, as 
0oon as could be expected. It is to be understood that when 
Colonel Peirce was nt Amesbury he found tlie troops liad mudo 
Captain Harvey cliicf. Their motions were impeded the fji'st 
night by the rain, so that they went not on till Thursday night, 
which was a very still night. While waiting for the rising of 
the moon they heard some passing over a brook, which thoy 
Judged were Indians, aboui> a furloug oif. Thoy had a dog 
among the Amesbury mou tliat met witli some game, and 
bawled at it a long time, so that it was probable our mou were 
discovered. The Newbury men drew off, because tlicy said 
their order was but to be at the garrison, except there did ap- 
X>ear two hundred men. After thoy wore gone the rest went 
on through folly, and some of the disorderly among thom sot 
ihomselvos in a single rauk, intending to sweep over a hill 
and so come upon the place cf the smokes. Thoy fell sliort 
of it, and, being tired out, returned before the horse came to 
assist them; and so it ended. The troopers and their com- 
manders showed themselves wonderful gentlemen, desirous to 
have done service could they have had guides; but those ai-o 
hideous woods. What they thou did thomsolvcs will give the 
best account. We understand there wout out about seventy 
men from the province as from KxotoA What they mot with 
I yet hear not, but the effect of it all, with the blossiug of God, 
is that eight of nine oxen, and the fat cow, are come again ; so 
that the enemy have got but one ox, except it may be some 
young cattle that ihey do not know of. The last oxen camo 
home Friday night in a strange plight. This is the account 
that I had of Lieutenant Allen and Sergeant Eaton as concern- 
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MassachiisetU archives. It embraces the period after the 
Bevolation in England of 1688, and that in Massachosctts 
in 1689, till the close of Robert Pike's public life : 

1C89. 

April 25th. Mi^or Robert Pike appointed one of the Commit- 
tee of Public Safety, consisting of thirty-seven members. 

May 9th. He appears at a meeting of the Coancil ; twenty- 
six members present. 

May 10th. Present at same. At a meeting of f)ixty-five repre- 
sentatives of towns it was resolved that the government of 
1686 should resume the control of affairs. The Assistants, 
ten being present, recommended a further reference to tho 
people. The record says, ** Major Pike agreeing, but going 
home before signing.^ 

May 22d. A meeting of the Council, twenty -two in number, 
Robert Pike being present. 

May 25th. Meeting of Council. Robert Pike present, with 
seven others. 

October 2d. Meeting of Council. Robert Pike present, with 
twelve others. 

1690. 

April 17th. Meeting of Governor and Council. Robert Pike 
present, with eight others. 

May 10th. **Ord€i*ed, that Major Robert Pike be commander-in- 
chief of the forces that are gone and going eastward for the 
prosecution of the common French and Indian enemy, and 
commission and instructions were given him accordingly." 

May 28th. Meeting of Governor and Council. Present, Robert 
Pike and ten others. ' 

General Court assembled, and election was made of Dep« 
nty Governor and eighteen Assistants; among them, Robert 
Pike, Sir William Phips, Samuel Sewall, Wait Winthrop, 
Jonathan Cumin, E. Hutchinson, Nathaniel Saltonstall, Sam- 
uel Appleton, etc. 

Meeting of Assistants. Robert Pike and eight others 
present. 
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October 2l8t. MeetiDj} of Goyemor And OoonoiL Boberl Pib 

proBcut, and eight others.' 
DeoemUer 10th. Meeting of Gk>yenior and ConnotL FMeent 

Roliert Pike aud nine others. 
** Ordered, that M%|or Kobert Pike be allowed for hit mt 

vices to the conntryi against the common enemy at the ewt 

ward, eight pounds per month.* 

IGOl. 
May 20r.h. Mooting of tho Governor and ConnciL Robert Pik( 

l)rc8cnt, with twelve others. 
May 2l8t. Mooting of General Court Bobert Fikd ehoaen Afl 

fiitttant for year eusuiug. 

1G92. 

WITCUCRAFT TKAB. 

May 4th. Robert Pike chosen Assistant. 

May 5th. Mooting of Governor and Council. Preaenti Rober 
Piko and twelve others. 

June 6th. Mcetiug of samo. Prosont, Robert Pike and twentji 
throe others. Tho record says : ** Robert Pike, £aq.| one ol 
the members of tho Council, took his oath for the dne an( 
faithful porformanco of his oflice of Councillor, as also tb 
oaths appointed to bo taken by direction of the Cbambei 
and repeated and subscribed tho declaration." 8lr WilUan 
Phips, Governor. 

Juno 14th. Present in Council, Robert Pike and twenty othen 

October 15th. Present in Council, Robert Pike and fifteen otb 
ers. RcDiaiu in continuous session to November 2d* (De 
bates of this period much needed.) 

1C93. 
May 31st. Robert Piko chosen Counoillori with twenty •foo 

others. 
Juno 2d. Present in Council, Robert Pike and fourteen othen 

Continuous session to June IGth. 

1C94. 
May 30th. Robert Piko appears as Councillor. 
May 31st. Same, with thirty -one others, and continued i 
Juno 15th. 
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1695. 

Febraary S8tb. Meeting of Gk^vernor and Council. Present, 
Bobert Pike and twenty- one otben. Remaiue till March 
l&th. 

May 29th. Robert Pike appears as ConnclUori with twenty-ooo 
othersi and remains to Jane 19th. 

1G9G. 

May S7tb. Robert Pike appears as Conncillor,with twenty-five 
others. This is his lost appearance in a public capacity. 
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DEPOSITIONS TAKEN BT ROBERT PIKE IN THE OASB 01 
SUSANNA MARTIN, EXECUTED AS A WITCH, 16^ 

f The depaaitian of William Brown of Saliihufyf aged 
seventy years, who^ testifying, saith : That about one oi 
two and thirty years ago Elizabctby bis wife, being a very 
rational woman and sober, and one that feared God, as was 
well known to all that knew her, and as prudently caiofal 
in her family, which woman going upon a time from bei 
own house towards the mill in Salisbury, did there meet 
with Susanna Martin, the then wife of George Martin, of 
Anicsbury. Just as they came together the said Susanna 
Martin vanished away out of her sight, which put the said 
Elizabeth into a great fright ; after which time the said 
Martin did many times afterward appear to her at bei 
house, and did much trouble her in many of her occasions; 
and this continued till about February following, and theiii 
when she did come, it was as birds pecking her legs 01 
pricking lier with the motion of their wings; and then ii 
would rise up into her stomach, with pricking pain, a 
nails and pins; of which she did bitterly complain, an( 
cry out like a woman in travail ; and after that it woul< 
rise up to her throat in a bunch like a pullet's egg, am 
then she would turn back her head and say, ** Witch, y 
sha'nH choke me," 

In the times of this extremity the church appointed 
day of humiliation, to seek God on her behalf; and then 
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upon her troable ceasedi and fiho saw gocdwife Martin no 
more for a considerable time, for wbich tbe charcb, instead 
of tbe day of bumiliationy gave tbanks for ber deliverance. 
8be came to meeting and went abont ber business as be- 
fore. This continued till April following, at which time 
summonses were sent to tbe said Elizabeth Brown and 
goodwife Osgood by the court to give their evidences con- 
cerning the said Martin ; and they did, before the grand 
jury, give a full account 

After which time the said Elizabeth told this deponent 
that, as she was milking of her cow, the said Susanna Mar- 
tin came behind her and told her that she would make her 
the miserablest creature for defaming her name at tbe 
court, and wept grievously as she told it to tLis deponent. 

About two months after this deponent ^'^me homo from 
Ilampton, and his said wife would not own him, but* said 
they were divorctd, and asked him whctbcr ho did not 
meet with one Mrs. Bent of Albury, in England, by wbom 
be was divorced. And from that time to this very day 
fihe has been under a strange kind of distemper and frenzy, 
incapable of any rational action, though strong and healthy 
of body. lie further tcstifyeth that when she came into 
that condition this deponent [got] Drs. Fuller and Crosby 
to come to her for her release, but they did both say that 
her distemper was supernatural ; no sickness of body, but 
that some evil person had bewitched her. 

Sworn the 11th of May, Anno Domini 1G02, before me, 

RoDBRT Pike, Assistant 

10; 8,1002.* 

Concerning tbe truth of what is sworn by William 
Drown concerning his wife, with respect to her being a ra- 

• May IGth, 1092. 
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tional woman before aho waa ao handled, and of her non 
present eonditioni and her so long contmnaneoi all that 
then knew her and now know her can testify to the tr6th 
of it, for she yet remains a miserable cfeaturioi of which 
myself is a witness Robert Pki, 

The deposition of Joseph Ring of Salisbury^ aged tweni' 
tyseven years. Being suporn, aaith : That about the latter 
end of September last, being in the wood with his brother, 
Jarvis Ring, hewing of timber, his brother went home with 
his team and left this deponent alone to finish the hewing of 

the [timber] for him to carry when he came again* 

But as soon as his brother was gone there came to this depo> 
nent the appearance of Thomas Uardy, of the great island 
at PIscataway, and by some impulse he waa forced to fol- 
low him to the house of Ilenry Tuker, which waa deserv- 
ed, and was about half a mile from the place he was at 
work in, and in that house did appear Susanna Maiiin of 
Amesbury, and the aforesaid Hardy, and another femsle 
person, which the deponent did not know. There they 
had a good fire and drink. It seemed to be cider. They 
continued most part of the night Said Martin waa then 
in her natural shape, and talked as she used to do. Bet 
towaid the morning the said Martin went from the firc^ 
made a noise, and turned into the shape of a black hog, 
and went away, and so did tho other person go away, and 
this deponent was strangely carried away also, and the first 
place he knew was by Samuel * Weed's house in Amcsbuiy. 

Sworn by Joseph Ring, May 13th, 1002, before me^ 

Robert FiKJif Assistant. 

Jarvis Ring if Salisbury maketh oath as folhwetk: 
That about seven or eight years ago he had been several 
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times affioted in the night-time by somebody or something 
coming ap upon him when he was in bed, and did sorely 
afflict him by lying apon him; and he could neither move 
nor speak while it was upon him, but sometimes made a 
kind of noise that folks did hear him and come up to him, 
and as soon as anybody came it would be gone. Thus it 
did for a long time bother him, but he did never see any- 
body clearly but one time But one time in the 

night it came upon me as at other times, and I did then 
see the person Susanna Martin of Amesbury. I, this depo- 
nent, did perfectly see her come to this deponent 

and took him by the hand and bit him by force, 

and then came and lay upon him awhile as [before] ; and 
after awhile went away. 

[Some of this paper gone.] 
Sworn to before Robert Pike, Assistant, 

The testimony of John Pressy of Amesbury^ aged fifty', 
three years or thereabout, taken before me, at my house at 
Salisbury, the eleventh day of May, Anno Domini, IC02, 
it as followeth : That about twenty-four years ago ho, this 
deponent, was at Amesbury ferry upon a Saturday, in the 
evening, near about the shutting in of the daylight (which 
was about throe miles from his house) ; and as he was go- 
ing home, a little beyond the field of George Martin, at a 
hill called Goodall's Hill, the deponent was bewildered and 
lost his way ; and having wandered awhile ho came back 
again to the same place, which he knew by stooping trees 
in that place; which perceiving, he set out again and 
steered by the moon, which shone bright, and was again 
lost, and came back again to the same place. And then 
act out the third time in like manner, and was bewildered 
and came back, but not so far as before, but knew where 
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he was, and so set himself in his way as before. And ia 
less than half a mile going he saw a light stand on his left 
handy about two rods out of the way. It seemed to bo 
about the bigness of a half bushel, but this deponent kept 
on his way and left it ; and in a number of seven or dght 
rods going it appeared again, at the like distance from him 
as before, and so it did again the third time ; bni the de- 
ponent passed on his way, and in less than twenty rodi 
going the same or such another light lay in his way ; and 
ho having a stick in his hand did, with the end of it, en- 
deavor to stir it out of the place, and to give it some small 
blows. And the light seemed to bristle up and wave from 
side to side, as a turkey-cock when he spreads his tail, but 
went not out of the place. Which perceiving, this depo- 
nent laid on with his stick with all his might; he thinks 
ho gave her at least forty blows ; and so was going away 
to leave it, but, as he was going, his heels were struck op 
and he laid on his back on the ground, and was shding 
into a deep place (as to him seemed), but taking hold of 
some brash or bushes he recovered himself, and having 
lost his coat, which he had upon his arm, went back to tbe 
light, saw his coat, and took it up and went home without 
any more disturbance. lie farther saith, That he does not 
know any such pit to bo in the place that he was sliding 
into. He also saith^ That when he did strike at the light 
he did certainly feel a substance with his stick. . 

Jfe further saith, That after his striking it, and his re- 
covering himself and going on his way as aforesaid, when 
he had gone about five or six rods he saw Susanna Ma^ 
tin, then wife of George Martin of Amcsbury, standing on 
his left hand, as the light had done there. She stood 
and looked upon him, and turned her face after him, 

as he went along, but said nothing or did nothing to 

ft* 
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fhii deponenti aa^he wenthoma as aforesaid. Only he 
never went to his own house, but knowing the ground he 
was upon, returned and found his own house ; but being 
tbec seized with fear, could not speak till his wife spoke 
to him at the door, and was in such condition that his fam- 
ily was afraid of him. Which story being cairied to the 
town the next day, it was upon inquiry understood that 
the said goodwife Martin was in such a miserable case, 
and in such pain, that they swathed her body (as was re- 
ported). 

Thti deponent further mith^ That those things being 
noised abroad, Major Pike sent for this deponent and had 
an account of the case, but seemed to be troubled that 
this deponent had not told him of it in season, that she 
might have been viewed, to have seen what her ailment 
was. Sworn to before Robert Pike, Assistant, 

The deposition of John Pressy^ aged fifty-three^ and Ma- 
rah hie wife, aped forty-six or thereabout^ who, testifying^ 
say : That some years after that the said John Presay had 
given his evidence against the said Susanna MaHin, she, 
the said Martin, came, and took these deponents to do 
about ii;, and reviled them with many foul words, saying 
we had took a false oath, and said that we should never 
prosper for our so doing, particularly that we should never 
Iiave but two cows, and that if we were ever so likclv to 
have more, yet we should never obtain it. 

We do further testify, That from that time to this day 
we have never exceeded that number, but something or 
other hath prevented it, though never so likely to obtain 
it, though they had used all ordinary means for obtaining 
it by hiring cows of others that were not their own. 

John Pressy made oath to the truth of all that is above 
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written at my house in Salisbaiji the eleventh day ot UtLjf 
Anno Domini 1692, before me, . 

Robert PiUi A$iUtant 

The deposition of Barnard Peake^ aged forty^thrte fOf 
thereabaatf wko^ Uitifying^ $aith : That about six or aereii 
years sioce, this deponent, living at the house of Jacob Mo- 
rell, in Salisbury, being in bed on a Lord*s Day night, his 
heard a scrabbling at the window ; he, this deponent, saw 
Sasanna Martin, wife of George Martin of Amesbury, come 
in at the window and jump down upon the floor. She was 
in her hood and scarf, and the same dress that she was in 
before at meeting the same day. Being come in, she was 
coming up toward this deponent's face, but turned back to 
his feet and took hold, of them, and drew up his body into 
a heap, and lay upon him about an hour and a half or two 
hours, in all which time this deponent could not atir or 
speak; but feeling himself beginning to be loosened or 
lightened, and beginning to strive, he put out his hand 
among the clothes and took hold of her hand, and brought 
it up to his mouth and bit three of the fingers (as he judged) 
to the breaking of the bones ; which done, the said Martin 
went out of the chamber down the stairs and out of the 
door. • And as soon as she went away this deponent called 
to the people of the house and told them what waa done, 
and that she, said Martin, was now gone out of the door. 
This deponent did also follow her, but the people did not see 
her (as they said) ; but without the door there was a backet 
on the left hand, and there was a drop of blood in the back* 
et, two more upon the snow, for there was a little flight of 
snow, and there were the prints of her two feet about a foot 
without the threshold, but no more footing did appear. 

He further deposcth, That some time after this, as he 
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supposeth about three weeks af ter, the said Martin desired 
this deponent to come and husk com at her house the next 
Lord's Day night, and said that if I did not come it were 
better that I did. But this deponent did not go, being 
then living with WUiiain Osgood, of the said Salisbury, and 
that night lodged in the bam upon the hay ; and about 
an hour or two in the night the said Susanna Martin and 
another came out of the shop into the bam, and one of 
them said, '* Here he is,*' and then came toward this dcpo- 
nenti He, having a quarter-stafE, made a blow at them, but 
the roof of the bam prevented it, and they went away ; but 
this deponent followed them, and as they were going to- ' 
ward the window made another blow at them and struck 
them both down ; but away thoy went out of the shop 
window, and this deponent saw no more of them. And 
the rumor went that the said Martin had a broken head at 
the time, but the deponent cannot speak to that i;pon his 
own knowledge. 

Sworn, May 11th, 1002, before me, 

Robert Pike, Assistant, 

Joseph Ring of Salisbury ^ aged twenty-seven years, haV' 
ing been strangely handled for the space of almost two years', 
maketh this relation upon oath, as followeth, viz, : That 
in the month of June next after Casco Bay fort was taken, 
this deponent, coming between Sandy beach and Hampton 
town, met with Thomas Hardy of Great Island, and a com- 
pany of several other creatures with him. Said Hardy de- 
manded of this deponent two shillings, and with the dread- 
ful hideous. shapes of these creatures, and fireballs, this de- 
ponent was almost frightened out of his wits, and in about 
half an hour (or, indeed, he could not judge of the time) 
they left him, and he came to Hampton. 
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' About ten days after, as tho deponent came from Bee- 
ton, between Rowley and Newbury, this deponent was o▼e^ 
taken with a company of people on horseback, who passed 
by him, and after they were past by him the aforesaid 
Thomas Hardy turned about his horse, alit, and came back 
to this deponent with his horse in hand, and desired the 
deponent to go to Mrs. White*s and drink with him, which 
being refused, he turned away to the company, and they 
all came up together, such a breadth that it seemed impos- 
sible to escape being trod down by them, but they went 
all post, and then appearcil no more. 

About October following, coming from Hampton, in 
Salisbury Pine Plain, a company of horses, with men and 
women upon them, overtook the deponent ; and tho afore- 
said Hardy, being one of them, came to this deponent as 
before and demanded two shillings of him, and threatened 
to tear him in pieces; to whom this deponent made no 
answer; and so he and the rest went away and left this 
deponent 

After this, this deponent had divers strange appea^ 
anccs, which did force him away with them unto unknown 
places, where ho 8a\y meeting and feasting and dancingi 
and many strange sights ; and from August last he was 
dumb and could not spcnk till this last April. 

lie also relates, That there did use to come to him i 
man that did present him a book, to which ho would have 
him set his hand, with promise of anything that he would 
have, and there were presented all delectable things, pc^ 
sons, and places imaginable ; but ho refusing it, would nsor 
ally end with most dreadful shapes, noises, yelping and 
screeching, that almost scared him out of his wits; and 
this was tho usual manner of proceeding with him. One 
time the book was brought and a pen offered him, and to 
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his apprehenuon there was blood in the inkhorn, but he 
never toached the pen« lie farther Baith that they never 
told him what he should write, and he could not speak, to 
ask thiom what he should write. 

He further eaith^ That in several of their merry meet- 
ings he has seen Susanna Martin's appearance among them. 
And that day that his speech came to him again, which was 
about the end of AprU last, as he was in bed, she did stand 
by his bedside. 

Sworn to. May 13th, 1692, before Robert Pike. 

£e it underetood that the matter about the two ehillinge 
demanded of said Ring wae this^ viz. : That when Gasco 
was assaulted, before it was taken, Gedrach Walt was go- 
ing from Great Island in Piscataway with a party for their 
relief, of which party said Ring was one ; and said Hardy 
coming up into the room where said Ring was, before they 
sailed, played at shuffloboard or some such game, and urged 
said Ring to play. Said Ring told him ho had no money, 
and said Hardy lent him two shillings ; and then said Ring 
'played with him, said Hardy, who won his money away 
from him again, and so he could not then pay him. 

This account was by said Ring given to me. 

Robert Pike, Assistant. 

The deposition of John Kimball of Amesburyy aged for* 
iy^five or upward, whoy testifying, saith : That about twen- 
ty-three years ago tbis deponent, being about to remove 
from Newbury to Amesbury, having bought a piece of 
land of George Martin of Amesbury, for which he was to 
pay hiin in cattle or goods upon a certain day in the March 
following, and when the day of payment was come Ma^ 
tin and his wife came for the pay, and the said Kimball 
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offered tliem the choice of three cowa and other eattb^ 
but did vest two cows, which thej were not Iree to part 
with, they being the first that ever they had ; and Martin 
himself was satisfied with their pay, bat Sasanna his wife, 
understanding from this deponent and his wife that they 
would not part with one of these two cows, the aaid So* 
sanna Martin said, *' It had been as good if you had, for 
they will never do you aay more good." And so it came 
to pass, for next Apnl following that very cow lay in the 
fair dry yard, with her head to her side, but stark dead; 
and when she was flcoccd no impediment did appear in her, 
for she was a stout lusty cow. And in a little while after 
another cow died, and then an ok, and then other cattle, to 
the value of thirty pounds that spring. 

Sworn by John Kimball, May 16th, 1602, before 

Robert FizZf AssisianU 

John Kimball of Ameahury^ aforementioned^ further de- 
poseth : That same year, after ho was come to live at Ames- 
bury, and was dwelling in the house of Edmund £Uiott, he 
was minded to get a dog, and hearing that the wife of said 
George Martin had a bitch that had whelps, this deponent 
went to her to got one of her; but she not letting him have 
his choice, he did not absolutely agree for any, but said he 
heard one Blaisdell had a bitch by which he might supply 
himself ; but if not there, or nowhere else, he would have 
hers at her price. But being upon that account at said 
Blaisdeirs, and having marked the whelp that I agreed for, 
George Martin, coming by, asked me whether 1 would not 
have one of his wifc^s puppies, to which this deponent made 
apswer in the negative. 

The same day Eliot said that he was at the honso of the 
said Martin, and heard the said Martin ask his wife whether 



ia4 APPENDIX I. 

ihU deponent ?^re not to have one of the puppies, and she 

8idd he was. Then, said he, ho has got one of goodman 

Blaisdell*s, and he saw him choose it and mark it ; to which 

. his said wife said, ** If I live I'll give him puppies enough.** 

Within a few days after this, this deponent coming from 
his intended house in the woods to Edmund Elliott's house, 
where I dwelt, about the sunset or presently ' after, there 
did arise a little black cloud in the north-west and a few 
drops of rain, and the wind blew pretty hard. In going 
between the hoit»e of John Wood and the meeting-house 
the said deponent came by several stump.i of trees by the 
wayside. He, by impulse he can give no reason of, that 
made him tumble over the stumps one after another, though 
Le had his axe upon his shoulder, which put him in danger, 
and made him resolve to evade the next, but could not. 

And when he came a little below the mceting-houso there 
did appear a little thing like a puppy, of a darkish color. 

It shot between my legs forward and br.ckward, and 

this deponent, being free from all fear, used all possible en- 
deavor to cut it with his axe, but could not hurt it ; and as 
he was thus belaboring with his axe, the puppy gave a little 
jump toward him and seemed to go into the ground. In 
a little farther going there did appear a black puppy some- 
"what bigger than the first, but as black as a coal to his ap- 
prehension, which came against him with great violence, 
and its quick motions did exceed his motions of his axe, do 
vrhat he could ; and it flew at his belly and away, and then 
at his throar, and over his shoulder one way, and go off, 
and up and at it again another way ; and with such quick- 
ness, speed, and violence did it assault him, as if it would 
tear out his throat or belly. A good while I was without 
fear, but at last I felt my heart to fail, and sunk under it, 
that I thought my life was going out I recovered myself 
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and gave a start up and ran to the fenoe, calling upon Go< 
and naming the name Jesns Christ, and then it in?isibl; 
went away. My meaning is, it ceased at oncCi bat this de 
ponent made it not known to anybody. 

The next morning Edmund Elliott (as he told abroa 
and in his own house) said that he, going toward the hom 
of said Martin to look after his oxen, went in to light hi 
pipe, and the said Martin's wife asked him where Eimba 
was. Said Elliott said, **Abcd with his wife, for aught 1 
knew." " Then/' said she, '* They say he was frightene 
last night." " AVith what ?" said Elliott She said, *^ tVit 
puppies." Elliott replied that he heard nothing of it, an 
asked where she heard it. She said, ** About tho town. 
AVhieh story (said Elliott ^having told it) was all tho tow 
over when this deponent came homo at night; for he hi 
been all the day alone in the woods at work at his frame. 

Sworo to May 10th, 1002, by John Kimball, before 

Robert Pikb, Assistant, 

The deposition of John Allen of Salisbury^ aged fort, 
five years, who, testifying, saith : That in or about tho yc^ 

tills deponent was hauling timber for Mr. Geor^ 

Carr, for building a vessel at Amesbury, at Mr. Ooodin 
building place, and having done and about to go hom 
Susanna Martin, then wife of George Martin, desired th 
deponent to cart staves for them, which this deponent r 
fused to do, because of his oxen, which wero weak ai 
needed now to get flesh. She seemed to be discontent, an 
as James Frcez and others then present told this dep 
nent, she said, '* It had been as good if I had, for my ox< 
should never do me much more service ;" upon which tli 
deponent said, '* Dost threaten me, thou old witch f ' or wor 
to that effect, resolving to throw her into a broolc that w 
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iast bjy wUch' to avoid, she fled over the bridge and so 
escaped. But| as he was going homo, one of his oxen so 
tired that he was forced to unyoke him to got him home. 
And after thej were come home, he put the said oxen to 
Salisbury Beach, whore several other oxen were, and where 
cattle are .usually put, where they had long range of mead* 
ows to feed on, and where cattle did use to get flesh. But 
in a few days all the oxen upon the beech, wo found by 
their tracks, were gone to the mouth of the river Merri« 
mack, but not returned from thence, and wo thought they 
were run into the said river. But the next day, sending to 
Plum Island, found their tracks there to be come ashore, 
which tracks they followed to the other end of the said isl- 
and, and a considerable way back again, and there sat down. 
]3eing espied by those that sought them, they did use all 
imaginable gentleness to them to got some acquaintance, 
which some of them seemed to attend ; but all on a sud- 
den away they all ran with such violence as if their mo-, 
tion had been diabolical, till they came near the mouth of 
Merrimack River, and then turned to the right hand and 
ran right into the sea, all but two old oxen, which had 
before left their company. All the rest went to sea as far 
as they could see them, and then one of them came back 
again with such swiftness as was amazing to behold, by 
those who stood ready to embrace him and" help his tired 
carcass up. But, letting him loose, away he ran up into 
the island, and from thence throagh the marshes up to 
Newbury town, and so up into their woods, and there he 
was after awhile found about Ilartchok River, over against 
Amcsbury ; so that of fourteen good oxen only that one 
was saved ; the rest never came. At last some came up at 
Cape Ann, some in one place and some in another, but of 
them they only had the hides. 
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He further taith, That tbo aboveaidd JTainei IVees did 
movo tho prosecuting of the said Susanna Martin in the 
case, being undoubtedly confident that she was a witch. 

Lieutenant John Allen made oath to the truth of the 
above, June 7th, 1G02, before 

RoDSET PiKB, AniitanU 

The depontion of Barnard Ptake^ aged forty •twp or 
thereabout^ tcstifieth : That about ten years ago thia dep(h 
nent, living with William Osgood of Salisbury, he, said Os- 
good, had an ox hurt and he killed him. George Martin, 
of Amesbury, desired to have somo of the beef, but was 
denied and went away discontent And the next day one 
of the goodliest cows my said master Osgood had was in 
such a mad fright that two men had mucli ado to get her 
into tho house where she had usually been tied up, «he did 
so nm and fly about The next day she, being let out, 
went away with tho other cattle (well and lusty as far a9 
we could discern), but came home at evening very ill, hav- 
ing lumps under her eyes as big as walnuts, and died the. 
same night 

Sworn at Salisbur}', the 20th day of May, 1602, before 
mo, Robert Pike, ^^mtoit^. 

The deposition of Robert Downer of Salisbury^ apedfof' 
ty-two years, who testifies and says : That several years ago 
Susanna Mnrtiu, the then wife of George Martin, being 
brought to court for a witch, tho said Downer had aome 
words with he^* (sho at that time attending Mrs. Light at 
Salisbury). This deponent, among other things, told her 
he believed that she was a witch, by what was said or wit- 
nessed against her ; at which she seemed not well affected, 
and said that a she devil would fetch him away shortly. 
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At which this deponent was not much moved|bnt at night, 
as he lay in hb bed in his own bouse alone, there came in 
at his window the likeness of a cat, and by-and-by came up 
to his bed, took fast hold of his throat, and lay hard upon 
him a considerable while, and was like to throttle him. At 
length he minded what Susanna Martin threatened him 
with the day before. He strove what he could, and said, 
'* Avoid, thou she devil, in the name of the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ohost," and then it let him go, and went down 
upon the floor and went out at the window again. 

He further saith. That the next morning, before ever ho 
had said anything of it, some of that family asked him 
about it (as from her own). 

Mrs. Mary Andrus^ aged forty years, testifies : That she 
did hear the said Susanna Martin threaten or tell the said 
Bobcrt Downer that a she devil would fetch him away 
shortly. She further saith. That froni some of her father's 
family she did hear that the said Susanna Martin told 
them how said Downer was served that night that he was 
afflicted as abovesaid. 



APPENDIX IL 



CASE OF MART BRADnURT, CONVICTED FOB WITCB. 

CRA5T. 

[From Upham*! Illitory.] 

Mary Bradbury is described, in the iadictmont agaioi 
her, as the ''wife of Captain Thomas Bradbury, of Salis 
bury, in the county of Essex, gentlemaa." A few of tb< 
documents that are preserved, belonging to her catOi wil 
give some idea what sort of a person she was : 

The Answer of Mary Bradbury to the Charge of WitA 
craft, or Familiarity with ihe DeviU 

'' I do plead ' Not guilty.' I am wholly innocent of an] 
such wickedness, through the goodneds of Qod that hav< 
kept me hitherto. I am the servant of Jesus Christ, anc 
have given myself up to him as my only Lord and Saviour 
and to the diligent attendance upon him in all his holy or 
dinances, in utter contempt and defiance of tho dovil an( 
all his works, as horrid and detestable, and, accordingly 
have endeavored to frame my life and conversation accord 
ing to the rules of his holy word ; and in that faith an( 
practice resolve, by the help and assistance of God, to con 
tinuo to my life's end. ' . 

''For the truth of what I sity, lis to matter of practice 
I humbly refer myself to my brethren and neighbors tha 
know me, and unto the Searcher of all hearts, for the tmt] 



190 APFKNDIX IL* 
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and Qprigbtnefla of my heart therein (human frailties and 
nnaToidabio infirmities excepted, of which I bitterly com* 
plain every day). Mart Bradbury.*' 

Jolj fiStb, IMS. 

** Concerning my beloved wife, Mary Bradbury, this is 
what I have to say : We have been mamed fifty-five years, 
and she- hath been a loving and faithful wife to me. . Unto 
this day she hath been wonderful laborious, diligent, and in- 
dustrious, in her place and employment, about the bring- 
ing up of our family (which have been eleven children of 
our own and four grandchildren). She was both pnidcnt 
and provident, of a cheerful spirit, liberal and charitable. 
She, being now very aged and weak, and grieved under 
her affliction, may not be able to speak much for herself, 
not being so free of speech as some others may bo. I hope 
her life and conversation have been such among her neigh- 
bors as gives a better and more real testimony of her than 
can be expressed by words. 

" Owned by me, Thomas Braddury." 

# 

The Rev. James Allen made oath before Robert Pike, an 
Assistant and Magistrate, as follows : ** I, having lived nine 
years in Salisbury in the work of the ministry, and now 
four years in the office of a pastor, to my best notice and 
observation of Mrs. Bradbu/y she hath lived according to 
the rules of the Gospel among us ; was a constant attender 
upon the ministry of the Word and all the ordinances of 
the Gospel ; full of works of charity and mercy to the sick 
and poor: neither have I seen or heard anything of her 
unbecoming the profession of the Gospel." 

Robert Pike also affirmed to the truth of Mr. Allen^a 
statement, from " upward of fifty years' experience,'' as did 
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John Pike also ; they both declared themselvet ready and 
desirous to give their tcstimonj before the court 

One hundred and seventeen of her neighboris— the laif;er 
part of them heads of families, and embracing the most 
respectable people of that vicinity— signed their names to 
a paper, of which the following is a copy : 

*' Concerning Mrs. Bradbury^s life and conversatioD| we, 
the subscribers, do testify, that it was such as became the 
Gospel ; she was a lover of the ministry in all appearance, 
and a diligent attcnder upon God^s holy ordinances, being 
of a courteous and peaceable disposition and carriage. 
Neither did any of us (some of whom have lived in the 
town with her above fifty years) ever hear or ever know 
that she ever had any difference or falling out with any 
of her neighbors — man, woman, or child— but was always 
ready and willing to do for them what lay in her power, 
night and day, though with hazard of her health or other 
danger. More might be spoken in her commendation, but 
this for the present." 

Although this aged matron and excellent Christian lady 
was convicted and sentenced to death, it is most satisfac- 
tory to find that she escaped from prison, and her life was 
saved. 

The following facts show the weight which ought to 
have been attached to these statements. The position, as 
well as character and age, of Mary (Perkins) Bradbury en- 
titled her to the highest consideration in the structure of 
society at that time. This is recognized in the titlo ''Mrs.** 
uniformly given her. She hud been noted through life 
tor business capacity, energy, and influence; and, in 1602, 
was probably sevcnl;y-five years of age, and somewhat in- 
firm in health. Hot husband, Thomas Bradbury, had been 
a prominent character in the colpny for mpre than fifty 
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yean. la 1641 he was appointed, by the General Court, 
Clerk of the Writs for Salisbury, with the functions of a 
Magistrate, to execute all sorts of legal processes in that 
place. He was a Deputy in 1061 and many subsequent 
years ; a Commissioner for Salisbury in 1667, empowered to 
act in all criminal cases, and to bind over offenders, where 
it was proper, to higher courts ; to take testimonies upon 
oath, and to join persons in marriage. He was rcauired to 
keep a record of all his doings. If the parties agreed to 
that effect, he was authorized to hear and determine cases 
of ev'iry kind and degree, without the intervention of a 
jury. The towns north of the Merrimack, and all beyond, 
now within, the limits of New IIr<mpshirc, constituted the 
county of Norfolk, and Thomas Bradbury, for a long se- 
ries of years, was one of its commissioners and associate 
judges. .... 

Robert Pike, born in 1010, was a Magistrate in 1044. 
lie was Deputy from Salisbury in 1048, and many times 
after; Associate-justice for Norfolk in 1050, and Assistant 
in 1082, holding that high station, by annual elections, to 
the close of tlie first charter, and during the whole period 
of the intervening and insurgent govummcnt. lie was 
named as one of the Council that succeeded to the llouso 
of Assistants, when, under the new charter, Massachusetts 
became a royal province. He was always at the head of 
military affairs, having been commissioned, by the General 
Court, lieutenant of the Salisbury train-band in 1048; and 
in the later years of hih life he held the rank and title of 
major. John Pike, probably his son, resided in Hampton 
in 1091, and was minister of Dover «t liis death, in 1710. 

Surely the attestations of such men as the Pikes, father 
and son, and the liev. James Allen, to the Christian excel- 
lence of &[ary Bradbury, must be allowed to corroborate 
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fully tbo declarations of hor noigbborsi her hasbaodi and 
henolf. .... . ' 

Tbo habit of maligning Mn. Bradbary as a witch dated 
back in tbo Carr family moro than thirteen years. • . • . 

But the wholo of George Carr's family did not sympa- 
thize in this morbid state of prejudice, or cherish such fool- 
ish and malignant fancies against Mrs. Bradbury. One of 
the sous (William) had married, August 20th, 1072, Eliza- 
beth, daughter of Hobert Pike. It appeal's by the follow- 
ing deposition, which is in the handwriting of Major Pike, 
that there had been another love affair between the fami- 
lies, leading to a melancholy result — ^inflaming still more 
the morbid and malign prejudice against Mrs. Bradbury. 
But AVilliam repudiated it utterly. 

"TAc testimony of William Carr^ aged forty -(me^ or 
thereabout^ is : That uiy brother, John Carr, when ho was 
young, was a man of as good capacity as most men of his 
age ; but falling in love with. Jane True (now wife of Cap- 
tain John March), and my father being persuaded by [ — «] 
of the family (which I shall not name) not to let him mar- 
ry 60 young, my father would not give him a portion, 
whereupon the match broke off; which my brother laid so 
much to heart that he grew melancholy, and by degrees 
much crazed, not being the man that he was before to his 
dying day. 

*•/ do further testify^ That my said brother was sick 
about a fortnight or three weeks, and then died, and I was 
present with him when he died. And I do affirm that he 
died peaceably and quietly, never manifesting the least 
trouble in the world about anybody, or did not say any- 
thing of Mrs. Bradbury or anybody else doing him hurt; 
and yet I was with him till the breath and life were out of 
his body." 
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The OBoal formt jurat in curia, is written at the foot of 
this deposition, but evidently by a much later band ; aod 
ibis leads me to meHtioii the improbability that any testi- 
mony in favor of the acensed ever reached the court at the 
trials. • ^ey had no cbunscl. The attorney-general had 
prejudged all the cases, and his mind and those of the 
judges repudiated utterly anything like an investigation. 
Every friendly voice was silenced. The doors were closed 
against the defence. Robert Pike, an Assistant under the 
old and a Councillor under the new government, endeav- 
ored in vain to enter them. 
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80HE TRANSACTIONS OF ROBERT PIKE IN R^AL BSTATEa 

FROM 1651 TO 1705. 

PURCnASSS OF LAND. 

Lieutenant Robert Pike of Salisbiiry, for the man of 
forty-fivo pounds, bought of Chris. Batt of Boston, with 
consent of Ann Batt his wife, ** a certain pUmting-lot, con- 
taining by estimation twenty acres, more or less, now ly- 
ing and being within the bounds of the town of Salisbury 
aforesaid : bounded with the south-west on the planting-lot 
of Mr. William Worcester, and with tho north-east upon 
the Little River, and with tho north-west upon the town*8 
common, to have," etc. — 11th d., 9th m., 1651. 

Lieutenant Robert Pike o£ Salisbury bought of John 
Sanders, of said Salisbury, for seven pounds, *^a certain 
parcel of meadow (part of my ten-acre meadow-lot in tho 
great meadows), containing by estimation one acre and a 
half, more or less, as it is laid out and bounded, nnto tho ' 
said Robert Pike ; and also a planting-lot lying upon the 
Iloghouse Neck, formerly the lot of Mr. Thomas Danimer, 
containing by estimation twelve acres, more or less, lying 
between tho lot of Robert Ring and Mr. Hook's faqn, bat- 
ting upon thd meadows with the north-west, and upon the 
land that was formerly Rolfe Blcsdale's with the south-east, 
all the said land now lying and being within the bounds of ' 
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the town of Salisbury aforesaid. Provided alao^ tliat the 
Bud laeuteni^nt Pike, his heirs and assigns, are to enjoy a 
highway through Mr. Dow*s neck of upland (adjoining to 
the said meadows) unto the said meadow forever.*' — Au- 
gust 4th, 1651. 

Lieutenant Robert Pike of Salisbury bought, '* for a val- 
uable sum," of Anthony Stanian and wife Anne, " a plant- 
ing-lot containing by estimation six acres, more or less, 
with an addition thereunto, the said land lying and being 
within the bounds of the town of Salisbury, and bound- 
ed with the heads of Mr. Monday's, John Sanders's, Mrii^ 
Biles's, Robert Ring's, and part of Mr. Dow's planting-lots 
on the one side, and with the lands of Mr. Winslcy, John 
Rolfe, Widow Browne, Joseph Iiloyce, John Eaton, Sr., and 
Richard Wells on the other part (always provided there be 
a highway loft through the addition where the town of 
Salisbury shall appoint)."— 6th d., 11th m., 1657. 

Lieutenant Robert Pike, for forty shillings, bought of 
Edward French of said Salisbury about one half-acre of 
fresh marsh, ** upon the north side of the 'Little River, ly- 
ing encompassed with the ditch of the said Edward French; 
and a point of upland and the Little River, and part of the 
aaid Lieutenant Robert Pike's meadow, the said meadow 
lying within the bounds of the town of Salisbury." — March 
31st, 1658. . * . , 

Lieutenant Robert Pike of Salisbury bought of Thomas 
Rowcll and wife Marjcry of Andover, "all my farm in. 
the said town of Salisbury, containing by estimation six- 
score acres, be it more or less, viz. : twenty acres of it was 
granted by the town of Salisbury, twenty acres more bought 
of John Bayley of the town of Salisbury, forty acres bought 
of Mr. Samuel Hale, and forty acres bought of Mr. Thomas 
Bradbury, which was some time John Iloges's; all ^lixfilv 
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several parcels of land are sitaato, lying, and being within 
tlio bounds of Salisbury, up at the new town, butting at 
the one end upon the farms belonging to the sud old 
town, which buts upon the great pond toward the. north- 
east, and butting at the other end upon Merrimack Rtver 
toward the south-west, having the land of goodman WellB 
toward the south-east, and the land common toward the 
ncrth-west." — April 6th, 1C59. 

Major Robert Pike of Salisbury bought of William Hunt- 
ington, May 20tb, ICGO, "about twenty acres in the River 
division, Amcsbury, and conGrmed by deed by said Ilunt- 
ington^s only son and heir,' John Huntington, situated be- 
tween the lands of said Pike and Samuel Foot and on Hav- 
erhill highway, granted originally to Walter Taylor," etc 
—August 23d, 1704. 

. Captain Robert Pike of Salisbury bought of Richard 
Ormsby, of Rchobcth, in Plymouth Colony, *'all his right, 
etc., in lands, meadows, and commonages, with all the priv* 
ilegcs, appurtenances, and immunities thereunto belonging 
or appertaining, to any part or parcel of tho aforesaid 
lands." — May 12th, 1003. . Not acknowledged, but John 
Ormsby, eldest son of said Richard Ormsby, then deceased, 
"saith that ho was present when his father did seal and 
deliver this deed, and did see him do it as his act and deed 
taken upon oath, November 18th, 1004, before Samuel Sy- 
nionds; and said John Ormsby quit-claimed it September 
10th, 1705, and acknowledged it September 17th, 1705.** . 

Captain Robert Pike of Salisbury bought of Williain 
Barnes and wife Rachel of Salisbury, " about two acres in 
Salisbury new town, on Merrimack River, it being thd 
grantor^s portion of the land purchased of tho Indians,' 
bounded by the highway westerly, and by Robert Pike 
northerly."— Witnessed by Dorothy Pike, July 10th, 1602. 
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Ctptain Robert Pike of Salisbury Honghi of William 
Hantiogton and wife Joanne twenty acres apland, '^ being 
in Salisbury new town, abutting upon a lot of John Weed 
Bontherly, and the common land northerly ; bounded west- 
erly with a lot of Edmund Elliott, and easterly with the 
lot of Walter Taylor."— July 20th, lii62. 

Captain Robert Pike of Salisbury, planter, bought of 
Mrs. Rebecca Worcester of Salisbury, "about three acres of 
fresh marsh, which had been given to her former husband, 
Mr. Henry Bylic, by the town of Salisbury, bounded with 
A creek running between the marsh of Mr. Edward Wood- 
man in part, and the marsh of John Rolfo in part, and thff 
said purchased pi'emises running to the upland, and with 
the lot of John Clc»ugh south-easterly, and the rest of the 
said marsh encompassed with the little neck of upland." — 
April Ist, 1663. 

Captain Robert Pike of Salisbury bought of Robert Ring 
of said Salisbury "about sixty acres, on the east side of 
way over the old bridge, bounded southerly from said 
bridge by the land of the said Captain Robert Pike in part, 
and by the lot of Mr. Worcester in part, and by the land of 
George Goldwire in par>/, and by tlio meadow-land of Ed- 
ward- French, and by the meadow-lot of the said Pike, 
which he bought of Mr. ChrLs. Batt, sometime of Salisbury 
aforesaid, deceased, and from thence northerly to the ac- 
complishment of the said sixty acres, abutting easterly upon 
Mr. Wheelwright's ditch, so called, from that end of it join- 
ing to the said Robert Pike's meadow, bounded northerly 
b} the cow common of the land." — 30th d., 0th m., 1665. 

^Japtain Robert Pike of Salbbury bought of John Weed 
and wife Deborah ** ten acres of upland, lying and being in 
the limits of the town of Amesbury aforesaid, butting 
northerly upon the lots of Samuel Foot, Walter Taylor, 
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Ooldwire*8 house-lot, and upon tho west of Mn Woree*- 

tcr^B plautiDg-loty and upon the north of the aaid Gold- 
wire's meadow-lot; as also the one full and complete half 
part of tho great meadow-lot lying ai the south end of the 
said planting-lot, butting upon the west side of the Little 
River and upon the north side of the Great Neck, the 
whole being sixteen acres, as by the records doth appear. 
The said lands now lying and being within tho bounds of 
tho town of Salisbury aforesaid, originally belonging to 
Mr. Samuel Dudley, as by the grant of the said town doth 
appear." — October ICth, 1080. 

Major Robert Pike of Salisbury bought of John French, 
Sr., of said Salisbury, *^ all that lot or proportion of land 
granted and laid out to me, the said John French, in. that* 
division of land lying and being in the east division of land 
laid out to the commoners of Salisbury aforesaid, being the 
first lot in number, as by said Salisbury town book of rcc* 
ord doth appear ; the said lot or division of land contain- 
ing twenty-five acres, be tho same more or less, and bound- 
ed as folio wcth : with the lot or division of land laid out 
to the original right of John Ellsly on the northerly side, 
and on the southerly side the great plain lots, and with 
tho westerly end butting upon a highway, and the easterly 
end butting upon tho country road; the aforementioned 
premises lying and being within tho bounds and township 
of Salisbury.'?— June 17th, 1091. 

EXCHANOES OF LAND WITH THOMAS BRADDUBT. 

Major Robert Pike of Salisbury, planter, " for a valuable 
consideration in land, made sure unto me by a deed of sal^ 
under the hand and seal of l^lr. Thomas Bradbury of the 
same town, bearing even date with these presents, confirms 
Unto the said Thomas Bradbury air my ten -acre lot of 
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upland, bo the tame more or less, no^ lying and being 
within the bounds of the town of Salisbury aforesaid, lying 
between the l&nd of Thomas Carter and the land now in 
the hands of John Bayley in part, and land in the hands of 
John Stevens in part, butting with one end upon Richard 
Goodalo's rye lot, and with the other end upon the Pow- 
ow River."— May 4th, 1668. Witnessed by John Pike, 
Robert Pike, Jr., and Dorothy Pike. Acknowledged by 
Major Robert Pike, 25th d., 10th m., 1671. 

Major Robert Pike of Salisbury, in consideration of a 
three-acre meadow-lot received of Thomas Bradbury, '^ but^ 
ting upon the cast end of Robert Pikers planting-lot, lying 
in a cove, unto a tree upon the utmost point of upland, and 
so to a mark stake upon the west side of a creek which 
compasses all the easternmost side of the said meadow-lot, 
sold a four-acre meadow-lot in the great meadow, toward 
the beach point between the meadow-lots of Mr. Henry 
Monday and Robert Ring, butting with one end upon the 
Great Neck, and with the other end upon the marsh, grant- 
ed to Mr. Samuel Winsley ;" said meadows in Salisbury. — 
April 24th, 1657. 'Ackno^flcdgod 25th d., 10th m., 1071. 

* 

3ALSS OF LAND. 

Lieutenant Robert Pike of Salisbury, and wife Sarah, 
*' for seven pounds fourteen shillings, sold Richard Bartlctt 
of Newbury five acres of upland, be it more or less, as it lieth 
in Newbury, near Merrimack, being bounded with the four- 
acre house-lot that the town laid out to John Enory on the 
east, and the land of sai(l Richard Bartlett oa the west, 
and Merrimack River on the north, and the high street on 
the south.''— April 22d, 1652. 

Major Rbbert Pike of Salisbury, " for seven pounds, sold 
Isaac Green of said Salisbury two pieces of HaU*% farm in 
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Salisbary ; one piece of about one acre, bounded aoutheily 
by Blackwatcr Biver, easterly by land that waa formeily 
Samuel Ootoliei*8, now in the possession of said OreeUi and 
the rest of it encompassed with a creek. Ab also a piece 
of about two acres, bounded westerly and northerly with 
the meadow of John Ciough, easterly by land formerly John 
Rolfo's, southerly by land now in possession of Benjamin 
Allen."-— September 8th, 1680. 

Major Robert Pike of Salisbury County, late of Norfolk, 
now Essex, gentleman, who, in the year 1687, gave unto 
his seven children meadow and marsh in Salisbury, now 
deeds to his daughter Mary, wife of John Allen, '^ the sec- 
ond lot in number from said Monday*8 Creek, bounded 
easterly by the land of her sister, Sarah Stockman, and 
westerly by land of Moses Pike, abutting southerly upon 
the said Merrimack River, and northerly by meadow of my 
own as aforesaid ; all the above-said land containing three 
acres, being pai*t of a town grant to him in 1641.'* — Febm* 
ary 15tli, 1091. 

Robert Pike, Esq., of Salisbury, for twenty-five pounds 
in money, sold Benjamin Allen of same town a house and 
about four acres of land in Salisbury, which he had of 
Mott and Winsley, '^ bounded with the street on the south* 
crly side, and on the northerly side the land of Samuel 
French, and on the westerly the land formerly of William 
Allen, Sr., late deceased, and on tlie easterly with a high* 
way or a lane that leads to Samuel French's house, with all 
rights," etc. — Signed by Major Pike and his wife, Martha 
Pike, May lOth, 1092. 

Major Robert Pike of Salisbury, gentleman, for forty- 
five pounds sterling of lawful silver money of Now Eng- 
land, sold to Lieutenant John Barnard and Richard Cur- 
rier, of the town of Amcsbuiy, '' all that lot of upland 
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lying and being in the township of Amesbory, and being 
by grant fifty acres, lying between the upper end of the 
upper range of lots and the great pond in the division of 
land on the west side of the Powow River, as by Salisbury 
town book of records." — March 11th, 1608-0, in the elev- 
enth year of the roign of William the Third. 

Major Robert Pike of Salisbury sold to his daughter, 
Dorothy Light, foinocrly of Portsmouth, then of Newbury, 
meadow and flat lying between Iloghouse Creek and Mon« 
day's Creek in Salisbury, viz. : '* ono seventh part of said 
meadow and flat, as it was laid out and divided among \ 
my seven children, being the fourth lot in number, bound- 
ed on the west or north-^west side by the lot of my son 
John, on the east or north-east side by the lot of my son 
Moses Pike, buttiog at the upper end upon other meadow 
of my own, and at the lower end upon Merrimack River." — 
Witnessed by John aud Robert Pike, July 10th, 1698, and 
acknowledged by Major Pike, May 11th, 1704. 

Robert and son, Rev. John Pike, deeded to Samuel and 
Thomas Weed of Amesbury, ** one messuage or tract of 
land, situate, lying and being in Amesbury abovcsaid, con- 
taining by estimation seventy acres, be the same more or 
less, abutted and bounded as followeth, viz. : a lot origi- 
nally appcrta^ing to Edmund Elliott, deceased, formerly 
sold to Major Robert Pike by John Weed, late of Ames- 
bury, deceased, bounded with the lot originally of John 
Colby, deceased, on the west, a highway on the north, a 
lot originally of William Huntington, deceased, on the- 
east, and Merrimack River on the south, and so much of 
said lot of William lluntington above-said, bounded with 
said lot of Edmund Elliott on the west, a highway on the 
north, and with the lot originally ,of Walter Taylor, de- 
ceased, on the ^cast^ and with part of a ten-acre lot origi- 
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na]ly of said John Wood on tho south, and part of «ud 
ten-acre lot boandcd with said Elliott's lot on the west, said 
Uuntiogton's on tho north, and the romidning part of ssid 
ten-acre lot on tho east, and Merrimack River on the sontib. 
We mean and intend the whole of said Elliott's lot, and so ; 
much of said Iluntington's lot and such part of. said ten- 
acre lot as is interjacent and included within the line, ss 
the range shall carry it, from a white oak-trco.to a rod 
oak-tree, as they now stand marked on the east nde of 
'the demised premises, en tended throughout the sud tract 
or parcel of land in or by this instrument mentioned or 
demised, unto Mcmmack Biver. To have," etc. — October 
13th, 1704. 

llobort Pike, Esq., of Salisbury, for fifteen pounds sold 
to Deacon and Doctor Humphrey Bradstreet. of Newbury, 
*' about fifteen acres, at a place in Amesbury, tho InJUan 
grounds, bovmdcd easterly by a lot of land formerly Enoch 
Grccnleafs, since Mr. Chrk's, and now in the possession 
of tho aforesaid Doctor Bradstreet, southerly by Merri- 
mack River, westerly by land known by the name of Three- 
score Acres, and northerly by the rest of the Indian land." 
— March 18tli, 1703. 

Robert Pike, Esq., of. Salisbury, '* in consideration of 
fifty pounds in hand paid, and by bill secured to be paid 
unto me, the said Pike, or my beloved dau^ter, Elixabeth 
Carr, our heirs or assigns, by George Wathen of Amesbnry, 
in tho county of Essex, sold to said Wathen a parcel of 
land in Amesbury, which said Pike bought of Thomas 
Rowcll, about fifty acres, lying in between the land npw 
called by the name of Clark's lot on the west, and land 
now in the possession of Samuel Clough on tho east, abut- 
. ting southwardly upon Merrimack River, northerly as the 
lots do range from the stump of the pine-tree by the high* 
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way; branded eastwArcUy by the lot of my son, Moses 
PikOi and vestwardly by the lot of my daughter, Sarah 
Stockmaiii now in the possession of Mr. Uumphroy Brad- 
street"-- AugQst lOth, 1703. 

Major Robert Pike, previous to his decease, sold to 
Thomas Flanders of Salisbury a lot of about thirty acres 
in Salisbury, ''bounded northerly upon a river commonly 
called Back River, southerly upon the highway ; bounded 
easterly by a lot laid out to the right of Mr. Samuel Wins- 
low, now in possession of Philip Flanders, Sr. ; bounded 
westerly by a lot originally laid out to Robert Downer, 
and gave him, the said Flanders, a sufficient bill of sale, 
legally acknowledged, which was casually burned in the 
burning of his mother*B house;" and Major Pike's son, 
Rev. John, gave said Thomas Flanders a new deed of the 
same, November 16th, 1708. 

DISPOSITION OF niS ESTATE DURINQ DIS LIFE. 

OifU to his son John. — Major Rouert Pike of Sails* 
Ubury^ gentleman^ sendeth orbetino : " Enow ye, that 
whereas I have been for many years past possessed of a 
certain tract of upland and swamp, situate, lying, and being 
within the township of Amesbury, lying upon the river 
Merrimack, southerly or south-easterly or south-westerly (as 
we account), and a highway or common lands, in part, and 
in part upon the pond farms northerly; being bounded 
easterly by Richard Wells's land, now in the possession of 
Samuel Clough, and westerly by a lot of John Colby's, 
now in the possession of Thomas Nichols, within the com* 
pasa of which is contained a twenty-acre lot of Enoch 
Greenleaf, now Mrs. Clark's of Newbury, or her heirs (to 
which I claim no right); all which prcmentioned lands, 
etc., being all purchased of several men, except, sixty, acres * 
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by grant from the uli town, as by the said grant and biB 
of Bale may appear, have been by me given to my aeven 
ohUdron, to bo divided and proportioned among thena ac- 
cording to the circumstances thereofi namely, to my sons, 
John, Robert, and Moses, and to my daughters, Sarah, Do- 
rothy, Mary, and Elizabeth; which division being now 
made, and their several parts i^ppointed and numbered, be- 
ginning at Samuel Clough% which is called the first in 
number, and ending at Thomas Nichols's, being the 8ev<* 
enth lot in number, in the bounding of which lota they 
did leave out a piece upon the north end of their division 
westward, because it was longer than the other lands east- 
ward; and whereas luy son John Pike's part is the sev- 
enth lot in number : Now know, ye, that I, the amd Robert 
Pike, for divers good causes and considerations me there- 
unto moving, but more eapcclally my natural love Ciud af- 
fection unto my sai^ son John Pike, and promise on his 
marriage, have given, granted, aliened, enfeoffed ••••.. ante 
him, my snid son, all that part and parcel of the said tract 
of land contained in the said seventh lot, as it is now laid 
out and bounded, abutting southerly (in account) npon- 
Merrimack River, northerly upon the land unlaid out or 
divided, as aforesaid, westerly by the land of Thomas Nich- 
ols, and easterly by the land of his, containing fifty acres, 
be it more or be it less, together with all and singular the 
privileges," etc. — January 20th, 1603. 

Major Robert Pike, Esq., of Salisbury, upon a contract 
of marriage of his son, John Pike of Dover, gave said son 
'* all my tract of land lying at and about the Little River, 
commonly so called, in tho town of Salisbury, both upland 
and meadow, within fence and without, with all imd singu- 
lar the privilegoa and appurtenances thereto belonging • • . . ; 
to come to the actual poises^ion of it immediately after 
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the dc^eeafto of taid.liajor Pike; and Major Pike further-: 
more engaged that the flats and broken meadow lying on 
Merrimack Kiver, between Hoghouse Creek and Monday^a 
Creek, as also all my upland lying upon or near Merrimack 
River at Amesbury, as also all my. tract of land lying at or 
near Quinebaug, shall .be ' divided equally among all my 
children, and my son John shall have his share thereof, . 
namely, one seventh part of that at Amcsbury, and an 
equal proportion of that at Quincbaug. I do also engage 
that in the division and disposal of the rest of my estate I 
will consider the said John/' etc. — August 10th, 1G04. 

Major Robert Pike confirmed to his son John his, the 
third in number, commencing at Hoghouse Creek and num- 
bering seven, given to his said Robert's seven children, etc. 
—May 10th, llOO. 

Gift from his wife Martha to his ion John, — Martha, 
with consent of her then husband, Major Robert Pike '^f 
Salisbury, made over to his fibn, Rev. John Pike of Dover, 
a meadow, etc., that was given to her by her former hus- 
band, George Goldwire, late of Salisbury, dci^eosed, March 
15th, 1676 (the other half of said meadow having been pur- 
chased of said George Gold wire by said Major Robert Pike, 
etc.), to come into possession after her decease, he paying 
her sister Greeley and her cousin, Ephraim Winsley, 8r., 
etc., certain legacies. — November 20th, 1700. Acknowl- 
edged December 2d, 1700. 

Oiftn to his son Moses. — Robert Pike, Esq., of Salis- 
bury, had given his son, Moses Pike, a piece of land in 
Amesbuiy (u paiii of the same he purchased of Thomas 
Rowell, estimated at fifty acres, bounded southerly by the 
River Merrimack, westerly by the laud of Elizabeth CaiT, 
northerly by the town highway, and easterly by the lot of 
Richard Wells, now in the possession of Samuel Clough), 
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about tbe lOih of December, 1693, delivered in tlie prea* 
ence of William and Sanders Carr, and tbe deed, said to be 
lost, was confirmed by said Robert; and a picco of marsb, 
also, called llogbouse meadow, bonnded south bj the River 
Mcrrimaclc, east by the lot of John Allen, west by the lot 
of John Light, and north by other marsh of the grantor*s 
own, the fifth lot in number. — June 30th, 1700. Acknowl* 
edged November 7th, 1701. 

Major Robert Pike of Salisbury, county of Essex, fo^ 
mcrly Norfolk, for good causes, '^ but more especially for 
that natural love and affection which I bear unto my son, 
Moses Pike, of the town and county aforesaid, have given, 
granted, burgahied, sold, aliened, ratified, andconfinhed, and 
do by these presents fully and absolutely give, grant, bargain, 
sell, alien, enfeoff, ratify, and by way of gift confirm ant6 
him, my said son Moses, a certain tract or parcel of upland, 
situate in the township of Salisbury, in that part of my past- 
ure lying between Mr. William Hookas farm and a ridge 
commonly called Eag]e*s-ncst llill, which tract of upland is 
bounded easterly, southerly, and westerly, by Mr. William 
Hook's farm, till it comes to a place called William Brown's 
Cove; westerly and north-westerly by the tide-meadows, 
northerly and eapterly by that ridge of land called the 
Eagle's-nest Hill, running over upon the south sido of said 
ridge in a straight line from the Uoghouso meadows to 
tide-meadows, mentioned before, within which compass is 
containcci a ccrtfiin lot of upland formerly belonging to 
Abraham. ^lorrcll of Salisbury; but now. in the possession 
of Dr. Humphrey Bradstrcet of Newbury, and ia therefore 
exempted out of this deed ; also, the one-half of my Ilog- 
house meadow not yet divided and already disposed of, 
with a right of commonage which formerly belonged to 
my uncle, John Coles, of Salisbury, deceased, all the afore- 
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Bftid tract or^ parcel of opland, meadow, and commoiiiage 
irithaL The use of i?bich land and meadow, bo far as he 
stands in need of it, I allow him at present, unless I sbali 
have need to use some part of it myself, and the full enjoy- 
ment and possession of the whole premises immediately 
after my decease/' — September 28th, 1703, and in the sec- 
ond year of her Majesty's reign, our sovereign lady, Queen 
Anne. Acknowledged Ms;y 11th, 1704. 

Gift to his daughter ElizahetK — Major Robert Pike, 
Esq., (;avo to bis seveti children, namely, three sons and four 
daughters, in 1037, in part of portion or right, a ccilain 
piece of moadow or marsh in Salisbury, bounded by Merri- 
mack River southerly, a groat creek (called Monday's Creek) 
easterly, the Iloghouse Creek westerly, and the other mead- 
ow or marsh of his own northerly ; and on June 30th, 1003, 
he made the division and sct-o£E to his daughter Elizfibcth, 
then wife of William Carr, and made his son John Pike of 
Dover, New Hampshire, her trustee : '^ all that part of mead- 
ow or marsh belonging to her in the prementioned di- 
vision, being the sixth lot in number from Monday's Creek, 
bounded easterly by the lot of her brother John Pike, and 
westerly by the lot that was formerly her brother Robert 
Pike's, abutting southerly upon the said Merrimack River, 
and northerly upon mine own meadow, aij aforesaid ; all the 
above-said seventh part or division of meadow containing 
three acres, more or less, being part of a town grant to mo 
in the year 1041, with all and singular the privileges and 
appurtenances thercnnto belonging; and also a certain lot 
of meadow lying in that which is commonly culled the 
tide-meadow, formerly bought of Mrs. ^Vprcester, bounded 
westerly or south-westerly upon a creek that divides it from 
a lot of meadow which was formerly Mr. Edward Wood- 
man's, and southerly or south-t^asterly upon a lot formerly 
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in possession of JoLn Glougb ; tho rest of said marsh en- 
compassed with a little neck of upland containing three 
acrosy more or loss, with a certain tract of upland adjoining 
to it, beginning at a marshy or miry creek to the soath« 
ward, and running eastward upon a straight line over the 
whole pasture till it comes to a stake or marked tree, that 
shall be the bounds of it, at Daniel Moody'i pasture ; the 
rest of it northerly being bounded in part by a lot of the 
same pasture lately given to my daughter Sarah Stockman, 
and in part by the planting-lots of l^hilip Greeley, being in 
estimation twenty-five acres, more or less," to be her chil- 
dren's after her, etc. — Sworn to in court Septcuber dOth, 
1713, after the decease of said Major Robert Pike, by the 
witnesses, Wymoud Bradbury and Sarah Stookmt«n. 

Oivea large tracts of Indian lands to kis daughterM UlizO' 
beth and Sarah. — Major Ilobcrt Pike and wife Sarah of 
Salisbury gave to their " dear and well-bclovcd children, 
John Stockman of tlie town of Sulisbu/y, in New England 
aforesaid, merchant, and Sarah his wife, ono sixty-fourth 
part of the land bought by Governor Endicctt and others 
of the Indians, May 14tli, 1678. Witnessijd by Robert 
and Moses Pike. This land (about thirty miles from north 
to south and fifteen miles from east to west) extended 
" from Uucas's land lying westward, Pequot and tho Nar- 
ragaosetts* country lying southward, to the outmost bounds, 
northward and eastward, that any of the said Uaguntus 
and Alum pus lauds do reach.*' 

Major Uobert Pike and wife Sarah gave to their beloved 
children, William Carr of Salisbury, shipwright, and Eliza- 
beth his theu wife, one-eighth part of a tract of land given 
by Uaguntus and Alumpus Indians to Gov. John Endicott, 
Esq., John Winthrop, Esq., Josiah Huse, and Amoa Rich-, 
ardson, wliich eighth Major Pike bought of said John En* 
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dicotti Esq. (as per ^' Records of tbe Pablic Notary for tbo 
Massacbusetts Colony," book 8, pp. 80, 81). 

A gift to hit daughter Sarah confirmed, — Major Pike 
confirmed to bis daugbtcr Sarab, widow of Jobn Stock- 
man, tbe tbird lot, about fifty acres, a part of the land in 
Amcabary, between lands of Samuel Ciougb and Thomas 
Nichols, Sr. ; also, one-seventh of a lot of marsh-land by 
Merrimack River, between Hoghouse Cro^k and Monday's 
Creek, etc.— April 16th, 1700. 

A gift to the husband of his daughter Mary, — To all 
Christian people to whom this present writing shall come^ 
Robert Pike, Usq^^ of the town of Salisbury, in the coun- 
ty of Norfolk^ now called Essex, in the Province of the 
Massachusetts Bay, in New England, sendeth qreetino : 
'* Whereas I, the said Robert Pike, did, in or about the 
year 1680, give in portion with my daughter, Mary Pike, 
a certain parcel of upland, containing by estimation forty 
acres, be it more or less, now lying and being in the town- 
ship of Salisbury, bounded southerly by the highway lead- 
ing from Salisbury to Amesbury, westerly by a way going 
toward Batt*s Plalii, northerly by town's common, and east* 
crly by a lot of John Severance, now in possession of Ben- 
jamin Eastman, and did at the same time give unto my 
said daughter and her husband, John Allen, to confirm the 
said land unto them and their children begotten between 
them, of which land my said daughter was possessed before 
in the time of her former husband, though no writing then 
gl^on*, and whereas, in the forementioncd deed of gift to 
the said John Allen and his wife and their children there 
were certain encumbrances upon it, by way of entail, to 
others of my family, in case of a failure of issue in the said 
Allen, bis wife or children, which entail might binder the 
Bale of it to auy other ; and whereas now, by the provi- 
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dence of Gk>d, my said daughter is dead, and her aon, Jo- 
seph Andrews, whom sho had by her first hosband, has . 
been long unheard of, whereby it is doubtful that he is liy* . 
ing ; and whereas, there are but three children living here, 
namely, Sarah, Mary, and Hannah Allen, and by reason of 
some more than ordinary calamity befalling the said fam- 
ily that does necessarily call for the sale of some land for 
the support or recruit of the family : Now know ye, that I, 
the said llobcrt Pike, at the earnest request of tho said 
John Allen and Lis aforciiaid children, have taken off the 
said by tho entail, and do by these presents, for my- 
self, my heirs and assii^ns, executors and administrators, 
fully, freely, and absolutely give, grant, and xonfirm tho 
land aforesaid unto the said John Allen and assigns and 
successors. To have and to hold, with all and singular the 
privileges and hjiipurtcnanccis this fourteenth day of April, 
one thousand six hundred and ninety-six, in the eighth year 
of his Majesty's reign." — Acknowledged by Robert Pike, 
Esq., before D. Pierce, Justice of tho Peace, April 15th, 
1700. .... .. 

» The within Lieutenant John Allen sold tho above land 
to Thomas Evans, April 25';h, 1G90, and the same day ac- 
knowledged it before Ilob<$rt Pike, Justice of the Peace. 
— Recorded July 6th, 1701, 

Gives power of attorney to his son John, — Robert Pike, 
Esq., '^ being now aged^ and not so well able to manage my 

affairs as formerly, do appoint my trusty and well' 

beloved son, John Pike of Dover, my true and law- 
ful attorney."— -May 11th, 1704. • 
• Gifts to his grandson Robert. — Major Robert Pike of 
Salisbury, gentleman, and Rovi John Pike of Dover, " for 
the natural affection which we bear unto Robert Pike, son 
of Robert Pike of Salisbury (late dQceased), our grandson 
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and kinsman, sell onto tho. saM Robert. . • . • • a certain 
tract of npland, situate in tho township of Amesbury, lying 
in that which is called the River division, being in estima- 
tion sixty anresi bounded as foUoweth, namely, by the land 
of Doctor Bradstreet southerly, westerly by tho land of 
Samuel and Thomas Wood, easterly by a highway, north- 
erly by Haverhill highway."— July 19th, 1702. 

Major Robert Pike, gentleman, and John Pike, clerk, 
^' deed to their grandchild and kinsman, Robert, tho son of 
Robert Pike of Salisbury, deceased, a certain tract of up< 
land in Salisbury, lying in that which is commonly called 
Major Pikers pasture, between tho Iloghouse meadow and 
tide-meadow in Salisbury, being by estimation fifty acres, 
more or less ; bounded westerly by the Hoghousc, south- 
erly by the upland in same pasture, grautcd to his uncle, 
Moses Pike, as it runs in a straight line from Foghouse 
meadow on tho south side of the Eaglo's-ncst Ilill to tho 
tide-meadow ; bounded westerly or north-westerly by the 
tide-moadow ; bounded northerly in part by tho land given 
to Elizabeth Carr, and partly upon tho land of Daniel 
Moody, commonly called his pasture. Also a certain tract 
of meadow adjoining to the east end of the upland, namely, 
tho residue or other half of the Iloghouse meadow, as it is 
distinguished from that commonly called the fiats, and not 
formerly disposed of, which meadow is bounded easterly 
by a certain creek called Monday*a Creek, southerly by tho 
other part of the Iloghouse meadow foi*merly given to his 
ancle, Moses Pike; bounded westerly or north-westerly by 
the upland mentioned in this deed, and northerly or north- 
easterly by tho meadow of Daniel Moody of Salisbury, or 
a creek running between said Monday's meadow." — Octo- 
ber 10 th, 1704. 

Oive^ him the hotrtestead, — Major Robert Pike of Sails- 
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bury and Jobn Pike of Dover, derk, ^for good, reasons 
and conaidei'ations ns thereunto nioving, bat more espe- 
cially that natural love and affection which we have toward 
our grandson and kinsman, Robert Pike, the son of Robert 
Pike, late of Salisbury, deceased, liave given, granted, de- 
mised, passed over, and confirmed, and do by those pres* 
ents fully and absolutely give, grant, demise, pass over, 
and by way of gift confirm unto the said Robert Pike a 
certain lot of upland, situate in the town of Salisbury, be- 
ing the homestead or dwelling-place of his grandfather, 
Major Robert Pike ; but the commonage or common right 
of said Major Pike in Salisbury, formerly supposed to be 
pertaining to it, is not herewith given to the said Robert 
Pike, because it was otherwise given and disposed of many 
years agone. Which lot of upland, being in estimation 
about or between three or four acres, be it more or loss, is 
bounded northerly by the home-lot of Mr. Samuel Dudley, 
sold to Mr. George OolJwirc, easterly by the home-lot of 
John French, southerly and westerly by the town common 
adjoining or lying between the land here given and the 
country highway. All the aforesaid lot of npland, togeth- 
er with all buildings, orchards, gardens, fences, remaining 
upon it, springs of water, and other conveniences belonging 
to it, are hereby given unto the said Robert Piko, his heirs, 
executors, administrators, and assigns, forever. To have, 
etc. The same to come into his possession at the end of 
two years and six months after the decease of his aforesaid 
grandfather and grandmotlier, namely, two years and six 
months after the decease of the longest survivor of them. 
Moreover, if the said Robert Pike sh.Hll die without any nat- 
ural and legitimate issue, that then the above granted land 
shall return to the next heir of his grandfather Pikers fami- 
ly."— October 20th, 1 705. Confirmed October 26th, .1 Y06. 
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CONFIRMS CERTAIN GIFTS. 

Said Major Robert and Rev. John Fiko confirmed to 
said Robert Pike, October Idth, 1704, a certain tract of 
upland in Salisbury, 'Mying in that which is commonly 
called Major Piko*8 pasture, between the Iloghouso mead- 
ow and tide-meadow, in Salisbury, being in estimation fifty 
a(^re8, more or less; bounded westerly by the Iloghouso, 
southerly by the land in same pasture granted to his uncle, 
Moses Pike, as it runs in a straight lino fj*om the Iloghouso 
meadow, on the south side of the Eaglo^s-nest Ilill, to the 
tide-meadow ; bounded westerly or north-westerly by tho 
tide-rneadow ; bounded northerly in part by tho land given 
to Elizabeth Carr, and partly upon the land of Daniel 
Moody, commonly called his pasture. Also, a certain tract 
of meadow adjoining to tho east end of the upland, namely,* 
the residue or other half of the Iloghouso meadow, as it is 
distinguished from that commonly called the fiats, and not 
formerly disposed of ; which meadow is bounded easterly 
by a certain creek, called Monday's Creek, southerly by tho 
other part of tho Iloghouso meadow formerly given to his 
uncle Moses Pike ; bounded westerly or north-westoily by 
the upland mentioned in this deed, and northerly or north- 
easterly by tho meadow of Daniel Moody of Salisbury, or 
a creek running between said Moody's meadow 'and this. 
All tho above-said tracts of upland and meadow, with all 
privileges," etc. 

Major Robert Piko confirmed to his grandson Robert, 
fion of Robert Pike, the lot ho formerly gave to his said 
son Robert, namely, tho first of seven lots lying between 
HoghouAO Creek and Monday's Creek, whieh were given to 
his sevou children in May, 1700. — This dated May 13thy 
1705. 
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Gift9 to hi8ffrand$onf Sander$ Cbrr.— Major Robert Pike 
of Sdbbury, and wifo Martha, *^ in consideration of that 
natural lovo and affection \vLich I have and do bear unto 
my well-boloved grandson, Sandera Carr, of the aame town, 
county, and province above-said, give said Sandera Carr all 
that my lot of upland on the great plain, on the north 
of the Little River, lying and being in the township of 
Salisbury, and granted to ma by the said town, bounded as 
followeth : easterly with land formerly Mr. John Sandcrs^s, 
westerly with land laid out to Mr. Francis Dove, ono end 
abutting southerly upon a brook between the great plain 
and the little plain, so called, and the other end abutting 
northerly upon a highway ; all the said lot of upland, be it 
twenty acres, more or less, as it was laid out and bounded^ 
with all the rightn, privileges, and appurtenances thereunto 
belonging. To have," ete. — May 13th, 1000. 

Major Robert Tike gave to his grandson, Sanders Carr, "a 
certain lot of meadow, situntc in the township of Salisbury, 
in that division conmionly called the tide-meadows, lying 
on the north or north-westerly side of the little neck com- 
monly called Major Pike's pasture, being in account six 
acres, more or less; bounded southerly by a small trench 
running between this meadow and a lot belonging to Rich- 
ard Dole of Newbury (formeily Captain Stephen Green- 
leafs), westerly by a small creek running between this and 
meadow in the possession of Jonathan AVoodman of New- 
bury, and westerly by a ditch against the meadow of Philip 
Greeley; bounded northerly and easterly by a rail fence 
standing between this meadow and the upland. All the 
above-said lot of meadow, with all and singular the privi- 
leges," etc. — Juno 1st, 1705. 

lie sold for twenty pounds^ etc., to said grandson, " four 
parcels of upland, lying and being in the township of Salia- 
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bary ; all tho said apland lying and being in the last di« 
virion of laud laid out in tbe town of Salisbury, on tbo 
easterly side of tbe way leading to Hamptons—one of tbe 
said parcels of land being laid out to my own original 
rigbt, being the iif ty*Becoad lot in number in tbat division- 
containing by estimation ten acres, be the same more or 
less, as it was laid out and bounded. Tho second piece or 
parcel of land was laid out to tho original right of Mr. 
Samuel Dudley, the third to the original right of Thomas 
Rowell, and the fourth to John Coles ; Mr. Samuel Dudley's 
lot being the fifty-eighth lot in number in the aforesaid di- 
vision, Thomas Roweirs the thirty-eighth, and John Colcs*s 
the forty-third, as m.ay appear on Salisbury town book of 
records. Each of the said jots contains ton acres, more or 
less, as thcv were laid out and bounded to the several 
rights as aforesaid. To have," etc. — December 29ih, 1 703. 

lie also sold to his grandson, Sanders Carr, about twen- 
ty ceres in Salisbury, ** it belonging formerly to Mr. John 
Sanders, and conveyed to me, and was laid out, together 
with my twenty acres upon the great plain, so called, in 
Salisbury aforesaid, by the lot-layers, as may appear by tho 
testimony of John Clough, and the affirmation of William 
Bosweli (who was one of the aforesaid lot-layers) ; and 
bounded together with my twenty acres aforesaid, which 
twenty acres I have formerly given to my grandson, Sanders 
Carr, and his heirs, bounded together with this twenty 
acres, which is as foUowelh : westerly with land formerly 
of Mr. Francis Dove, easterly with land of Andrew (5recley, 
northerly upon a highway, and southerly upon the little 
plain lots neat a brook. To have," etc — May 28th, 1703. 

Qifi to his grandson^ John StocJenian, — Major Robert 
Pike gave to his grandson, John Stockman, of Salisbury, 
" a certain piece of meadow or cove gi'ound in Goldwire*8 
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covo, iRrUch tho grantor bought of Captfiun Coffin of Co* 
clicco in 1886, originally belonging to Mr, Samnel Dad- 
ley, as by tlio record of the town may appear, aboat four 
or fivo acres; bounded westerly and northerly by a certain 
ditch, commonly called Prcssio's ditch, beginning at the 
end of tho swamp between John French's lot and a lot 
commonly called the rye-flcid, on Mr. Goldwire*s side of tho 
sw2.mp, and so as the said Pressie's ditch runs till it comes 
to a cert idtt comer or turn, where there is a stake act up, 
and from the suid corner of the ditch to a great pitcb-pine- 
tree standing easterly or south-easterly from said comer of 
the ditch; bounded on the east or south-east by upland 
commonly called Mr. Latf s rye-lot, and butting southerly 
upon a ditch running between Joseph French's land and 
tho said cove. AM the above-said meadow or covo land, 
etc. Provided ho and his successors shall keep a good 
fence upon the aaid Prossie's ditch, and he shall not make 
sale without first oijfcring it to myself or succeeding heirs 
at as easy a price as he would sell to any other," jetc. — 
June 1st, 1705. 

Gifts to his granddaughter, Havnah Allen, — Major Rob- 
ei*t Pike, gentleman, gave to his granddaughter, Hannah 
Allen, a daughter of John and Mary Allen of Salisbury, 
dccoaseii, ^^ a certain tract or parcel of land, situate in the 
township of Amcsbury, in that division of land commonly 
called the liiver division, which is given in lieu and con« 
sidcmtion of that proportion of my land at Amesbury 
which was intended for her mother, Mary iUlen, deceased, 
and was allotted to the said Hannah in the division of her 
father Allen's estate, and only as such ; and is bounded 
westerly or north-westerly by a lot of land now in tho oc- 
cupation of Samuel Weed, southerly by Merrimack River, 
easterly by land now in the occupation of Doctor Hum- 
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fhtej Bradatrcet of Newbury, and north -westerly by a 

tract of land commonly called the threescore acres ; 

containing twenty-five acres, be it more or less — being part 
of the Indian ground and the residue of the ten mms for- 
merly purchased of Lieutenant John Weed, with all and 
singular the privileges," etc. — July 4th, 1705. 

Gift to Richard Smith. — Major Robert Pike of Salis- 
bury, " in consideration not only of the love and good-will 
that I have and bear, but also the good service that I havp 
had done by Richard Smith of the same town, made over 
to said Smith lot No. 14, in the first division of cow com- 
mon meadow laid out to him, said Robert Pike, by the 
town," etc—March 26th, 1705. 

Appropriates land to pay debts, — Major Robert Pike 
gave to his son, John Piko, as fcoffco in trust, a *' certain 
tract of land in Amcsbury, near a place called llurrie^s llili, 
formerly bought of William Uuntington of Amcsbury, de- 
ceased, being about sixscoro acres, to pay tbe debts of the 
grantor, and tbe remainder to be divided among such of 
my grandchildren as my said f coffer, witb the advice of 
friends, shall judge most convenient; yet reserving to my- 
self liberty and power, during my natural life, tc« improve, 
sell, or dispose of said land," etc. — October 13th, 1704. 

Major Robert Pike deeded to his son, Rev. John Pike of 
Dover, " all his part of Mr. George GolJwire's, living in thtj 
town of Salisbury, which ho bought of Captain Peter Cof- 
fin of Piscataqua, October ICth, 1680, namely, one full and 
complete half part of his planting>lot, and the like part of 
his great meadow, originally belonging to Mr. Samuel Dud- 
ley, as by the grant of said town of Saiisbur}', that said 
son might pay all the debts of the grantor at preecnt, and 
that might hereafter appear," ctf5, — Juno 1st, 1705, 
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ESTATE OF UIS SON BOBEBT. 

Among tbe Essex County Conrt records is found the fol- 
lowing/undor date of Janu&ry, 1001, and Soptombcr, 1694 : 
Major Piko*s son Robert, Laving; deceased, ho petitioned an 
follows : " To the honored Ck)unty Court, now sitting at 
Ipswich, 31 : 1st, 1691. Tbo humble motion of yonr snb- 
scriber is to give information to your honors that in Sep- 
tember last his son Robert Pike of Salisbpry died, leaving 
a wife and two children, who ht.vc always dwelt upon and 
made uso of my estate, of which he had not been particu- 
larly poBticssed of any part thereof as his own, so as to 
need presenting it upon inventory, or to need to trouble 
tbis court with ; yet in this time there have been many 
transactions by him whereby debts may be contracted io 
him, and due from him, as also some estate that may bo 
properly his own. It is therefore my request to you that 
you be pleased to order somebody that may inspect the 
same, and give such account thereof as your honors sliall 
think meet, at request of 

" Yourtj honoiV most humble servant, 

**R0DEUT I'IKE." 

Again : Major Robert Pike, in a petition dated Scptcm* 
her 2oth, 1094, says: *' These an) to inform you that in 
the year 1690 my son, Robert Pike, of Salisbury, died,;and 
left a widow and two children, a boy and a girl ; and a('|be 
County Court at Ipswich, at the request of tho widow,' 1, 
the subscriber, presented the case, and had administration' 
granted, I giving bonds to administer acconling to law ; 
but no bond was then given, or never since, by reason of 
the change in government. Since which, the widow ia 
married to Mr. V/illiam llook, Jr., of Salisbury, currying 
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with her Uie sobstance of what was property of her former 
hosbancli without giving any account. There are also somo 
debts duo to him and from him which want oider to look 
after. I do therefore humbly pray your iuRpoction of the 
ease, so as to order conceraing the same and concerning the 
children. I have often moved the mother and her present 
husband to look al'ter it, but I do not know that they have 
or will do anything about it. 

*^ Your humble petitioner, Robekt Pike." 



APPENDIX IV. 



ADMINISTRATION ON TUP. ESTATE OF MAJOR EGBERT 
riKE, Esq., OF SALISBURY, DECEASED. 

UsseXf 88. John Ajipkton, Esq,^ commissioned judffe of 
the probate of wills awtt granting letters of administration^ 
ete,f in said county of Essex^ to Mr. John Pike, clerh^ of 
Dover^ in the Province of New Hampshire^ eldest son of 
Major JRobert Pike^ Esq,^ late of Salisbury^ deceased intes* 
iatCy sendeth qreetinq : " Trusting in your caro and fidelity, 
I do by these presents eoinmit unto you power and author- 
ity to administer all and singular the goods, chattels, rights, 
and credits of the s:iid dccctised, well and faithfully to dis- 
pose of the S2U11C, according to law ; also to ask, gather, 
levy, demand, sue for, receive, and recover, all and whatso- 
ever credits of the said deceased whicii to hiiu, while ho 
lived, and at the time of his death, did appertain &nd bo- 
long; and to pay u\\ debts in which the said deceased 
stood bound, so far as his goods, chattels, rights, and cred- 
its can extend, according to the true value thereof ; and to 
make a true and perfect inventory of all and singular tho 
goods, chattels, rights, and credits of tho said deceased ; and 
to exhibit tho same In tho register's office of said county on 
or before tho first Monday of August next ensuing ; and to 
render a plain and true account of your administration, 
upon oath, on or before the first Monday of oaid August, 
which will 1>e in tho year of our Lord God } • . And I 
do by these presents ordain, constitute, and « ^ point you 
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admlnUbrator of all and singular the goods, chattels, rights, 
and credits of the deceased aforesaid. 

*' In testimony hereof, I havo hereunto set my hand, and 
caused the seal of said office to bo affixed. 

"Dated at Ipswich, 2ist May, Anno Domini 1707. 

"John Appleton. 

"Daxiel Roaicns, i?e^iVer." 

Rev. John Piko of Dover gave his bond for three hun- 
dred pounds, current money in New England, with James 
Ring and Samuel Joy of Salisbury for sureties, dated May 
22d, 1707. 

An inventory of the ettatCf both pcreondl and real^ of Major Hohert 
Pike of Salisbury f late deceased, taken tlie lith of May, 1708. 

X a. I*. 
Imprimia : His wearing clothes and a broadcloth coat. 2 

To a cast4>r hat, baK worn 10 

To a homespun coat, at 5 

To two coverlids, 15«.; oscbolblor,13«.6<?. m..... 18 6 

To curtains and valance.... IG 

To pew tor disbcs or plates, andirons and tongs .... 1 1 

To an iron kettle and one brass kettle 10 

To three great chairs 6.0 

To bedstead and cord, 5«. ; warming-pan, iU S 

To a cupboard, 5«. ; tvro cbests, 5«. ; a table, 3«. .. 13 

To books, the whole, 6«. ; to a box, 2« 8 

To a blanket and pillow 3 6 

To three oxen at £12; to two cows at £4 IO0.... 16 10 

To twelve sheep 3 12 

To a lot of meadow at the beach, coutaiuiug per 

esiimation ten acres, more or loss 60 

To a lot of meadow at Qetchers Cove, three acres, 

more or less 18 

To two acres of meadow, commonly called Batt*s 

lot..« 9 

Carried forward » 115 11 .0 
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Brongbt forward 115 11 

To a lot of upland iu the CowHjommon division, 
laid out to Iloweir« rigVit, tweuty acros^ more 
or leas 18 

To a lot iu Batt's Hill division, ten acres, more ot 
loss, laid out to the same right 13 

To a lot iu the neck, laid out to the same riglit.. 1 10 ' 

To a lot laid out to the envn^ right iu Goodulo^s 
Swamp division 8 

To Ave pouuds' worth of laud adjoiuiiig to Na- 
thauiel Eastman's land, on the easterly side of 
his farm 5 

To thrccv/inartcrs of an acre of meadow near 
Greeley i mill, laid out to the same right 1 10 

To two acres of meadow, laid out to the same 
right iu a certaiu cove by the woodsido 8 

Richard OrmsLy's lot in the Mill division, the 
one bundled and fifth in nuuiber, and in quau- 
tity thirty acres 15 

Richard Ormsby's lot iu Cane-brook division, the 
thirty-fourth in number, uud in quantity about 
twenty-five acres 16 

194 11 

Appraised by us, whose names are hereunder written. 

Wymokd BUADHUnY. 
Joseph Tkui;. 

EsseXf 69. Mi\ John Pike^ admUmtraior to the estate of Major Bolh 
ert nkCf hie account of adminhtration on the eetate of the caid 
deccanedj exhibited l^^ore the UonorahJe John Jppleton, £$q^ 
Judge, etCf May 18thf 1708. 

The said estate. Or. 

£ 9, d. 
Real estate, as per inventory 166 

Personal, as per inventory 28 11 

m 11 

10* 
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The said estate, Dr. 

A «. d. 

To funeral expoQses , 10 

To Mr.DeariDg 9 15 

To tbe said admiDUtrator, for enndry email debte 

paid of tbe eaid deceased, and wbicb tbe deceased 

owed to tbe admUilstratori as may appear per 

book 12 

To Captain Peter Coffin, per demand 20 

To Sfccpben Iluzzey, Nantucket li 

To Mr. Calob Cusbing 3 

Due to Captain True and bis son 2 17 

Duo to Mr. liicbard Hubbard 17 

To tbe relict of tbe deceased, two cows 4 10 

To otbcr small debts, demanded by sundry 4 

To bond and letter of administration 7 G 

To travel witb bondsmen to obtain exponsos 10 

To travel to exbibit inventory and account CO 

To recording tbe inventory and oatb 3 

To stating and recording tbe account 3 

To allowing tbe account, 5«. ; r^ul )tu8, 4s 9 

Allowed tbo administrator for time and trouble 2 

To petition and certificate to Superior Court to sell 

tbe laud 2 

91 9 
John Pike, AdminUtrator. > 

Tbe said account exbibited, accepted, ond allowed. 

Per Joux Appleton, Probate Judge, 
Attest : Daniel Rogers, BegUter, 

EaieXf 8S. Ipswich, Xovetnber tUh, 1710. An acooutii of what debts 
wero due from the estate of Itobcrt rike, Eeq,, of Salisbury , and 
what more is added by his grandson, now administrator, 

£ s, d. 
By tbe former administrator's accouut of debt and 

obsr^s 92 11 

More added by Dr. Bobert Pike, late administrator. 

To sundry creditors, as per particulars ou lilo 2^ 4 5 

Carried forward i.... 127 15 5 
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Jt •. 4. 

Brouglit forward 127 15 5 

To bond aud letl'er of odmiuUtratlon 7 G 

To Joameys to cbtain power, oxliiblt account, and 

expenses 1 10 

To stating, allowing, and recording acconnt 8 

To petition and certificate to court to sell land. 4 

Allowed administrator for time, trouble, etc., £0 ; 

quietus, 4« 6 4 

More due to Mr. Jobn Pike, being by him omitted in 
consideration of an agreement made between blm 
and his brother and sisters about sundry parcels 
of laud. — Kssez, November 14tli, Anno Dom. 1710. 

130 8 11 

Before the Honorable John Apploton, Esq., Judge of the 
Probate, etc., Mr. Robert Pilco, admiuistrator to the estate of 
Kobort Pike, Esq., made oath that the above is a Just and 
true account, as fur as he hath proceeded therein. 

Sworn. Attest: Daniel UoQznBy RegUter, 

Additional account of the estate of Major Jlohert Pike, Esq,^ late of 
Salivhuryf dcccaaedj exhibited December dth, Anno Domini 1713. 

The said estate, Cr. 

£ §, 4. 

Land unsold .- » . 

The long lot — - - 

Land recovered from Captain March, belonging to 

llowell's right — -. - 

To three-quarter acre of meadow by Greeley's mill, 

belonging to Uoweli's right — « «. 

By land: Beach lot 60 

Oetohell cove '. 18 

Ormsby lot, in Cane-brook 16 

Koweirs right, by Eastman 16 10 

110 10 
Batt's lot sold .12 

122 10 

The said estate. Dr. By the movable estate 28 

150 10 
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The aald estate, Dr. 

£ 9, d. 

By thefoniieradminUtrator'saccount|tosuudrio8« 01 11 

By the after admin Utrator 35 4 5 

By all former obarges 6 13 11 

To Mr. Hozzey the remainder of a bond 7 11 

To Captain Greenleaf. 11 9 

Due to former administrator for time and troubloy^ 

as far as ho proceeded 3 

To charge at the Superior Court to sell lautl, with 

time and expenses of two Journeys and costs 4 11 

To flvo bills of sale 10 

To suit at law with Captain James March, in recov- 
ery of land, and charges upon lotting fall the first 
suit, and attorney fees and cxiienses, in all twelve 
Journeys ; in trying for an agroeinont by consent 

of parties, no bill of costs filed 7 

Allowed the administrator for further trouble in 

many Journeys, etc 6 

103 13 1 
To court charges, in all 15 

1G4 8 1 

Ipswlcb, DecemlMr 9tb, 1718. 

Dr. Robert Pike, administrator, exhibited the abovo-said 

account, and a quietus is granted to the said administrator^ 

according to law. 

Attest : Daniel Rogers, Register, 

DIVISION OF THB ESTATE OF MAJOR ROBERT PIKE, Esq. 

Know all men by these presents : That wo, the subscrib- 
ers, being children or heirs to the remaining estate of Major 
Robert Pike of Salisbury, deceased, to the end and intent 
that there may bo a fall division and final settlement of 
the lands belonging to the said deceased which have not 
been before disposed of, and satisfaction made for tho 
debta that are claimed thereupon, do hereby covenant, 
grant, and agree, in manner and fonn following, namely : 
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I^rat. We hio^oby grant, assign, and set over onto Mrs. 
Sarah Stockman and Wymond Bradbury the ono-half of 
Qoodale^B dwamp-lot, which was laid out to Thoraaa Row- 
cli*a right, and to Mr. Mosos Tiko the other half of the 
aforesaid lot. To have and to hold, to them, their heira 
and assigns, forever; wbich is to bo in full of their claims 
and demands upon the siiid estate of the said deceased. 

Second. We hereby grant, asnign, and set over uuto Mrs. 
Elizabeth Carr and her son Sanders the two acres of mead- 
ow laid out to RowelPs rigbt in the cow-common, in a cove 
near the Uumilitjf so called, and the great neck-lot, laid 
out on said lloweirs right. To thorn, their heirs and as- 
signs ; which is in full of th?ir clulnis on the estate )f the 
said deceased for portion or debts. 

Third, We do hereby grant, assign, and set over to Jo- 
seph Stockman, his heirs and assigns, forever, that estate of 
land lying near to Nathaniol Eastman's, of about five acres, 

which was laid out to , he paying four shillings to 

Jolm True ; which is In full satisfaction for the said Stock- 
man's claims on said estate of the deceased. Always pro* 
vidcd, that in case any just debts legally appear as duo from 
the estate of the said deceased to any other persons, the 
above-said grantees shall and do bear and pay their pro- 
portion of the same, according to what they have hereby 
received. 

Witness our hands and seals, this 10th day of April, 
1714. Robert Pike, 

Adm^r to Major Pike and JKrV to John Pike. 

Witness: Joseph True, Tsjiac Morrcll, Caleb Cu&hing, 
Dorothy Light, Elizabeth e Carr, Moses Pike, Robert Pike, 

mark 

Jacob Bradbury, 
Attorney to Sarah Stockman. 



280 APPENDIX IV. 

JEiHg, Bs. Mr. Caleb Casliing and Mr. Joseph True both 
personally appeared before me, the Bubscribery and made 
oath that they saw Dorothy I^ight, Elizabeth Carr, Mosos 
I^ikOy Robert Pike, and Jacob Bradbury, attorney to Sarah 
Stockman, sign, seal, and deliver this above-written instru* 
ment to be their voluntary act and deed. And they also 
saw Isaac Morrell sign as witness, and themselves signed as 
witnesses at the same time. This 19th day of June, 1714. 
Coram^ Joseph Wooddridge, 

Justice of the Peace, 

Dr. Robert Pike, as administrator of estate of Major Rob- 
ert Pike, discharged by the judge June 22d, 1714. 
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TIMOTHY PIKE»S WILL. 

Tiue'iB is a grandson of Major Robert Fiko wbcsd name 
nowhere appears in the records of tho property left by him. 
This is Timothy Pike, son of Moiicsy the yonngest son cf 
Major Robert, who was still a child when his grandfather 
died. Timothy settlod in Newburyport, the home of his 
ancestors. The following will, dated in 1707| beara testi* 
mony to his thrift and piety, albeit in those early days he 
seems to have owned " a ncgio man, Ilarry :" 

In the name of God, Amen, I, Timothy Pike, of NewbaiyiK>rt, 
in the county of Essox and Provinco of the Mossaohasetts Hayi 
in Now Eugland, hluckHiuith, beiufl^ at present weak in body, 
but of a sound aud disposing mind and memory, and being 
miudcd to dispose of the estate God has graciously given me, 
otherwise thau the law has provided for the disposition of in« 
testate estates, do make aud ordain this, my last will and tes- 
tament, in manner following: My soul I resign into the hands 
of God who gave it, and who has a right to call for it whenever 
ho pleases. My body to the earth, its original, by a decent 
burial, hoping and trusting that it will bo raised again by that 
Saviour whom God has graciously provided, on whom I rely. 
Of my worldly substance I dispose in manner followiug: 
Imprimis : I give and devise unto my son, Timothy Pike, my 
negro man Ilarry, with his bed, bedstead, and bedding, and all 
my blacksmith's tools, my gun aud sword, aud my clock and 
forty pounds lawful mouey, to bo paid him by my executrix, ^. 
horoaftcr named, witniu twelve months after my decease, or 
sooner, if she can procure the same out of what is due to me. 
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I alto ^Ito bim four largo Bilyer spoons and one-half of tho 
hoasohold goods wliioh I shall not give heroaftor to my wife. 
I also give and devise unto my said son Timothy tho wholo of 
the land I ';wn in Windham, and two-thirds of tho house and 
land where 1 now live in Newuuryport, after my wife has loft 
the same, which I shall hereinafter give her. To have tho sev- 
eral parcels aibrosaid to him and his heirs forever. 

Item : I give and devise nnto my daughter, Mary Cofiflu, my 
silver tankard, my Jack, one pair of andirons and two largo sil- 
ver spoons, and forty pounds lawful money, to be paid her by 
my executrLs, hereafter named, in twelve mouths after my de- 
cease, and sooner, if tho same can be procured out of what is 
due to me. I also give unto my said duiigater, Mury CoAiu, all 
the land I own in the town of Newbury, and one- third of tho 
house and land in Newburyport, whoro I now live, after tho 
vse I shall give my wife of it. To have tho several parcels 
aforesaid to lier, the said Mary Coiliu, and her heirb forever. 

Item : I give and devise nnto my beloved wife the two best 
feather beds in the house, with tho best bedstead, aud tho bed- 
steads, underbeds and cords, curtauiH, and other furniture for 
beds, except bedclothes, which she brought with her; and a 
pair of curtain-beds and rails, and the two rugs she brought ; 
one quilt and one of the best coverlids, two blankets, four pair 
of the best sheets, two bolsters, four pillows, eight pillow-cases, 
half the tables and chairs in the house, which she shall choose, 
all the iron-ware of the kitchen, except; the Jack, the smallest* 
brass kettle, the best skimmer and warming-pan, half the pew- 
ter in the house, all the soap and meat, all the corn and meal, 
except there be more than twenty bushels, the soap-tub cooler, 
two washlug-tubs, the best hog, ha'^ the casks and barrels in tho 
Louse, the earthen-ware, except bunied china, a case of draw- 
era, the two best chests and largest lookiug-glass, the littlo 
mortar and pestle, all the candlesticks with all the candles, 
the best tin tunnel, i)epper-bo/., grater, and salt-cellar, and 
half the glass vessels in the house, except case of bottles ; a 
pair of bellows and enufTers, six of the best knives and forks, 
the dumb betty and stove, half the table-cloths, napkins, and 
towels, acd all the wood I shall leave, and my great Bible. I 
also hereby give hoc a right to sit herself iu my pew in tho 
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moetiug-bonse. I also give Lor all my books of aooonnt| and 
all my trading stock, and all my money, and all my bonds, 
notes, and other debts ; she paying out of the same my debts 
and the moneys aforesaid given to my children. I also give 
her the use and Improvomeiit of the houso and loud where we 
now dwell, during lior natural life, if she sliall so long continue 
my widow. But if she shall marry agaii , then my will is that 
she shall have but two-tliirds thereof; provided she shall keep, 
»t all times, so much of the houso in repair as idie enjoys. I 
also give her the picturoa, uud two largo silver spoons, marked 

JT ^*S ^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ sicveH in the hoi^se. 

Item : Whatever other cntute, real or perscnal, which I shall 
dio possessed of, I give aud devise the same unto my two chil- 
dren, to bo equally divUlofl between them — except the houso 
and laud where I now live, which, after the decease o:! my wifu, 
I give two-thirds thoreot' to my hoii Timothy aud his heirs for- 
ever; the other third to my daughter and her heirs forever. 

Item: I do hereby couutitute aud D.ppoint my wife my solo 
executrix of this my last will aud tes'jameut. 

Ill witness wlioreof, I have hereto set my hand and seal, this 
ninth day of February, iu the sovouth year of his Majesty's 
reign, and iu tho year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred 
and sixty-seven. Timotuy Pike. 

Signed, sealed, published, and declared by the testator ts 
his last will and tcstauiout, iu the presence of us, who signed 
as wit.riosses to the same in his lucsence, and in tho pruseuco 
of each other. 

^Iark FlTZ,' 

jAMIilS 1*K1TKNGKLL, 

John Lowkll, Jr. 

At a court in Ipswich, March 31st, 1767, this will was provod| 
and the executrix accepted the trust. 



APPENDIX VL 



SOME COURT RECORDS. 

• 

" Thx Court hath ordered that Mr. Samuel Dudley and 
Lieutenant Robert Pike shall have the hearing and deter- 
mining of the CAS3 now depending in eourt between Sam- 
uel Greenfield and William Uassard, and that it shall be 
concluded on within this six weeks. — 26th d., 7th m., 
1648. 

''John Sanders and Robert Pike, plaintiffs, against Rich- 
ard Ayre, £22 debt Jury find for the plaintiff the bill, 
and for forbearance, £2 14«, 0(f., and costs of court, JCl. 

''Lieutenant Robert Pike doth acknowledge that the 
jury, at the commission held at Hampton, October, was four 
years, did not issue the bill of charges concerning the Lieu- 
tenant Uassard, but left it to the commissioners to deter- 
mine. — 24th d., 2d m., 1649. 

"Robert Pike on the petit jury. — 9th d., 2d m., K50. 

" Mr. Samuel Dudley, Robert Pike, and Thomas Brad- 
bury were sworn commissioners for the year ensuing, to 
end small causes for the town of Salisbury. — 9th d., 2d m., 
1660. 

" Lieutenant Robert Pike bondsman for Chris. Batt.— 
12th d.,2dm., 1653. 

" Captain Robert Pike appointed guardian of Sarah Par- 
tridge, 1663, on a commission to divide estate of Joseph 
Peasley, 1663. 



